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PROTECTED B INFORMATION
In Camera Hearing
File No. 1500-481

THE SECURITY INTELLIGENCE REVIEW COMMITTEE
COMITE DE SURVEILLANCE DES ACTIVITES DE RENSEIGNEMENT
DE SECURITE

CASE NO. 146

IN THE MATTER of a Complaint filed by The British

Columbia Civil Liberties Association, pursuant to

Section 41 of the Canadian Security Intelligence
Service Act, R.S.C. 1985, c. C-23

BETWEEN:
British Coclumbia Civil Liberties Association
Complainant
- and -
THE CANADIAN SECURITY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE
Respondent
Transcript of In Camera Hearing, held on Thursday,

August 13, 2015, at Vancouver, British Columbia,
commencing at 9 a.m.

BEFORE: The Honourable L. Yves Fortier, P.C., C.C.,
0.Q0., Q.C., Presiding Member

(Volume 2)

Official Court Reporters: Keeley Reporting Services
Inc.:
Per: N.C. Keeley, C.S.R.
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Information Thursday, Bugust 13, 2015

Protected B:

Personal-Protected Information

In Camera Hearings

Volume 2:

--—- The Hon. L. Yves Fortier, P.C., C.C., 0.9Q., Q.C.,

Presiding Member

-—- Upon continuing at Vancouver, British Columbia, on
Thursday, August 13, 2015, at 2 a.m.:

Preliminary/Procedural Matters:

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Good morning to
you all. Please be seated.

We are ready to commence the second
day of this Hearing.

Are there any housekeeping matters
which either Party would like to bring to my attention
at this time?

Mr. Champ...?

MR. CHAMP: Just one minor item, Mr.
Chair.

With respect to the Access to
Information documents that the Complainant has
introduced, the package from the National Energy Board
and the package from CSIS, given the nature of some of
the questions that came from both CSIS Counsel and from

SIRC Counsel, it seemed to attract some question as to
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the authenticity and/or the weight that can be attached
to those documents, and for that reason, I thought it
might be better if I could just clarify on the record
the purpose to which we are putting those documents;
and then, further, just to clarify or get confirmation
on the record that neither SIRC Counsel nor CSIS
Counsel take any issue with the fact that the documents
were in fact obtained under Access to Information.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Yes. This is
something that I wish you had discussed with Counsel
before the commencement of the Hearing today. But
let’s ---

MR. CHAMP: If you prefer, Mr. Chair,
I could do that ---

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Yes. Let’s
postpone the discussion of this to the Break, when you
can discuss it with CSIS Counsel and SIRC Counsel,
after which you can advise me ---

MR. CHAMP: That’s fine. It is not
urgent, obviously.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: You can discuss
the matter with Madam Dion and Madam Bowers and‘then
speak to it on the record after the Break.

MR. CHAMP: Yes. I will do that, Mr.

Chair.
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With that, we can call our first
witness for today, if there are ---

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Let me just
check with Madam Dion and Madam Bowers as to whether
either of them have any housekeeping matters that they
wish to deal with before we proceed to the first
witness for today.

Madam Dion...?

MS. DION: No. Thank you, Mr. Member.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Madam

Bowers...?

MS. BOWERS: No, Mr. Fortier. Thank
you.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Very well.
Section 48(1l): Privacy of Proceedings:

Before we hear from the Complainant’s
second witness, with respect to our conversation at the
outset of the Hearing yesterday, I did notice that on
the BCCLA Website, which was published before we had
our discussion yesterday, there was an indication at
large to the effect of “We will send you recaps of
today’s Hearing. Just send us your name and
address...”

T presume that nothing has been done

further to that open invitation.
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Mr. Paterson, do you —---

MR. CHAMP: If I may address that, Mr.

Chair...

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: You can address

that, Mr. Champ...

MR. CHAMP: Yes. Thank you, Mr.
Chair.

I can tell you that no information
about what has occurred in the Hearing whatsoever 1is
being transmitted.

At this point -- and I will speak a
little later with SIRC Counsel and CSIS Counsel. But
even at this point, no other details about what has
occurred in the Hearing have even been transmitted to
other people within BCCLA.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: That’s fine.
Thank you, Mr. Champ.

With that, we can move on to the next
witness, Madam Trojand.

Is it pronounced “Tro-jand” or ---

MR. PATERSON: “Tro-Jan”.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: “Tro-Jjan”.

MR. PATERSON: Celine Trojand.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: En francais,

“Celine”?
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MR. PATERSON: “Celine”.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: “Celine”.

Is she testifying in French or in
English?

MR. PATERSON: In English.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Very well.
Thank you.

-—— {(Celine Trojand called to the Witness Table)

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Good morning,
Madam.

THE WITNESS: Good morning.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: You are called
as a witness by the Complainant in this matter, the
British Columbia Civil Liberties Association.

At this time, I will ask the Registrar
to swear you in.

THE REGISTRAR: Good morning, Ms.
Trojand.

THE WITNESS: Good morning.

THE REGISTRAR: Do you solemnly affirm
that the evidence you are about to give to the
Committee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth?

THE WITNESS: Yes, 1 do.

THE REGISTRAR: Thank you.
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THE REGISTRAR: For the record, would

you please state your full name, spelling your last
name. ..

THE WITNESS: My full name is Celine
Adel Trojand. My last name is spelled T-R-0O-J-A-N-D.

THE REGISTRAR: Thank you.

Secondly, I would like to read to you

Section 51 of the Canadian Security Intelligence
Service Act, which provides protection to witnesses
appearing before the Committee.

It reads as follows:
"Except in a prosecution of a person for an offence
under section 133 of the Criminal Code (false
statements in extra-judicial proceedings) 1in respect
a statement made under this Act, evidence given by a
person in proceedings under this Part and evidence of
the existence of the proceedings are inadmissible
against that person in a court or in any other
proceedings. " Do you understand?

THE WITNESS: I do.

of

THE REGISTRAR: Thank you. You may be

seated.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Agailn, good

10 of 340
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morning, Ms. Trojand. I am the Member of the Security
Intelligence Review Committee that is charged with the
hearing of this Complaint, a Complaint filed with the
Committee by the BCCLA.

You will be questioned first by Mr.
Champ and then by Counsel for CSIS, Madam Dion; and if
there are some matters that need to be cleared up,
Madam Bowers, Counsel to the Committee, will ask you
some questions.

I know this is not a natural instinct,
but I am going to ask you, when you are asked questions
by Mr. Champ, or indeed by Madam Dion or Madam Bowers,
to try to look at me when giving your answers, as it is
important that I hear and understand your answers.

Okay?

THE WITNESS: Understood.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Okay. Thank
you.

MR. CHAMP: I will ask the Registrar
to provide‘the witness with copies of the Exhibits that
have been filed.

THE REGISTRAR: All of the Exhibits?

MR. CHAMP: No. Just the three
Complainant’s Exhibits, Exhibits C-1, C-2, and C-3.

~—— {(Documents Produced toc the Witness)
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THE PRESIDING MEMBER: You are not
expected to read all of that documentation now!
--- (Laughter)

THE WITNESS: I will do my best! I
haven’t had this much homework in a couple of decades!
-—-- (Laughter)

MR. CHAMP:‘ Ms. Trojand, I am going to
ask you some questions and I will ask you, in answering
my questions, to face the Presiding Member.

We are dealing with a bit of an odd-
shaped room, and obviously our main goal is to have the
Committee Member hear and understand your testimony.

THE WITNESS: Yes.

Examination-in-Chief by Mr. Champ:

Q. Ms. Trojand, can you tell us where
you work right now?

A. I work for the Dogwood Initiative.

Q. And what is your Position there?

A. I am the Director of Organizing.

I have been there since 2009. So, six
Or seven years.

Q. Okay. Thank you.

And can you tell us just a bit about
the nature of your job as the Director of Organizing at

Dogwood Initiative?
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A. Yes. Dogwood Initiative is a non-
partisan pro-democracy Group. We have about 315
Supporters. I work particularly with our Volunteers
and Grassroots Organizers.

We have two-thousand-two-hundred-ish
Organizers in the field, and it is my job to help them
work in the field. So to do canvassing and phone-
banking, and all of the kind of nitty-gritty
spreadsheet-like work of community organizing.

Q. I am going to take you to a couple
of documents in the Record. First, I will ask you turn
in the Books you have there ---

One is called “Complainant’s Book of
Documents, Volume II of II”.

For our purposes in the Committee,
that is Exhibit C-2.

It says “Volume II of II” on the
front...

-—-- (A Short Pause)

Complainant’s Book of Documents.

A. Yes., I of II and II of ITI.

Q. Yes. And the tab I will take you
to first is Tab 25...

A. Yes.

Q. My understanding, Ms. Trojand, is

13 of 340
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that this is your Bic that is on the Dogwood Website...

A. Yes.

Q. And as we see here, you have a
Degree in Anthropology from UBC OCkanogan...

A. That’s right.

Q. And it confirms that you have been
working for Dogwood since 2009...

A. That's right.

Q. The next document I would like to
take you to is Tab 17...

A. Yes.

Q. It is my understanding that this
is the Dogwood Initiative’s Annual Report from 2014.

A. Yes.

Q. And if you turn to Page 18, where
it says “Organizing”...

A. Yes.

Q. I would just like you to confirm
that ---

The photo we see there sure looks like
you.

That is a photo of you that appears in
the Annual Report?

A. That’s correct, yes.

Q. And we see a little bit of a
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description, as I understand it, of the nature of your
Organizing duties and activities.

I see, at the bottom of Page 18, in
the left column:

“...we were thrilled to launch a
new organizing program. My
responsibility as Dogwood’s first
ever organizing director is to
identify, mentor and build leaders
in all four corners of British
Columbia.”

So that is the nature of your work
with Dogwood Initiative. You have been trying to build
Organizers.

Can you tell us about that?

A. In a nutshell, yes.

So when someone contacts us indicating
that they are concerned with the issues that we work
on, I get in touch with them. Often, I have a one-on-
one, as it is called, with them. I sit down with them
and have coffee, if possible, or over the phone and
just have a conversation about who they are in their
lives and what they would like to achieve with us at
Dogwood. And if they are someone who is able and

capable and willing to work with us in a Volunteer
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capacity, then I get them started up.

So I make sure that they have Training
and the necessary skills to be able to do the
Organizing work.

Q. For Dogwood?

A. Yes.

Q. OQOkay. And can you now just tell
us a little bit more about Dogwood itself?

You mentioned it a little bit earlier.
But can you tell us, to the extent you can, for
example, how long Dogwood has been around and what the
structure of the Organization is, and so forth?

A. Shall I... (Indicating body
orientation toward the Presiding Member)

MR. CHAMP: Yes.

THE WITNESS: It is difficult to
remember to do that!

Dogwood is a Group that was formed in
1999, I believe, or "98. Right now, we have twenty-
eight Staff, eight of whom are temporary Summer
Interns.

When I started, we were six people in
an upstairs apartment in a building in Fernwood. But
now that we have grown a little bit larger, we are

governed by a Board of Directors. We have an Executive
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Director, an Operations Director, a Fundraiser, a small
Communications Team; and then I work with our Field
Team, which is comprised of five Provincial Organizers.

MR. CHAMP: Thank you.

Q. If you could turn to Tab 15 in
Volume II, which you still have before you...

A. Yes.

Q. As I understand it, this is from
Dogwood’s Website...

A. Yes.

And again, it is just a bit more

background.

It says, in the second paragraph, that
Dogwood has 170,000 Supporters.

Is that figure accurate?

A. No. We just haven’t updated the
Website as vyet.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: You haven’t
what?

THE WITNESS: We just haven’t updated
the Website.

MR. CHAMP:

Q. Approximately how many Supporters
does Dogwood Initiative have?

A. There are about 315,000 in our
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Database.

Q. And how many Staff ---

You have already told us how many
Staff you have ---

A, Twenty-eight.

Q. Yes. And approximately how many
active volunteers?

A. DAbout 2,200.

Q. And just incidentally, what does
“Dogwood” refer to? What does the name mean?

A. The name “Dogwood”?

Q. Yes.

A. Do you want me to tell you a story
about where the name came from?

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: I was going to
ask you if Mr. Champ hadn’t!
-—-- {Laughter)

THE WITNESS: Originally, when the
Organization started, it was called “Forest Futures”,
and our Executive Director never liked that. He
thought it sounded like something it was not. So I'
believe in 2004 we changed the name to “Dogwood
Initiative”, simply because “Dogwoocd” is the B.C.
flower. It is protected. You are not allowed to cut

down a Dogwood Tree, apparently. And “Initiative”
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because it is action-oriented. It makes you feel like

you are actually doing something in the world -- and we

are really committed to effectiveness and doing
important work in this Province.

MR. CHAMP: Thank you, Ms. Trojand.

Q. I now want to ask you some
questions about ---

We have the numbers in terms of your
Membership and your Supporters. I would now like to
get a sense of who they are, demographically.

If you could turn to Tab 18 in the
materials...

A. Yes.

Q. Can you tell us what this document

is and tell us about what Dogwood learned about its
Supporters?

A. In 2013, we worked with a woman
named Cara Pike to do a Survey of our current
Supporters, just to get a sense of who our own people
were.

A lot of our communication is online
and so sometimes we ---

We wanted to get a sense of who our
people were, so we performed a Survey of our own

Members and found that the majority of them were over
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fifty-five and that most of them are well-educated...

Yes. That is the majority.

They come from all sorts of
backgrounds. But we do have a diverse group of
Supporters, ranging from Mums, to young people, to
students, to retired folks.

Q. And how many -- and my apologies
if you have already answered this.

How many, approximately, are over
fifty-five? |
The majority of them.

The majority?

Yes.

o r o ¥

And in terms of ---

A. There is a percentage in here, but
I haven’t been able to locate it.

I do know the majority are over fifty-
five.

Q. That’s fine.

And what about the educational levels
of the Supporters of Dogwood?

A. Yes. Again, the majority have a
Post-Secondary Education.

Q. I want to talk to you a little bit

more about Dogwood’s activities, the way in which you

20 of 340

AGC0641




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Protected B 18 Vancouver, B.C.

Personal-Protected

Information Thursday, August 13, 2015

promote the Objectives of the Organization.

Can you just tell us about some of the
actual activities that Dogwood encourages and promotes
and for which it provides Training for its Supporters?

A. Yes. These days, largely, our
Training and Promotion surrounds political organizing.

Leading up to Elections or
opportunities in which citizens can participate in any
democratic process, we reach out and let them know that
that opportunity exists, whether it be an opportunity
to send in a Comment to a Court/Board or to write
Letters ---

We used to do a lot more “Letters to
the Editor”, or would encourage our Supporters to write
in. But mostly these days it is a lot of community
events, such as door knocking and raising the profile
of issues that people are concerned about in the
community.

Q. And one other question about your
activities: What is Dogwood’s position on civil
disobedience as a tactic?

A. As a tactic...

That could be a long story, depending
upon how detailed you want it to be...

Q. How about the “short story”.
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A, The “short story”: We generally

discourage civil disobedience, especially if it 1s used
just as a “go to” tactic.

We have been in situations in which we
have refused to participate in civil disobedience, and
that has resulted in a Policy where ---

We recognize that it can be a tool, a
tactic, if applied in the perfect situation, 1in an
appropriate context. However, it is definitely not our
preferred tactic.

We have a Memo and a Policy that says
that if someone in the Organization is considering
engaging in civil disobedience, they need, first, a
Sign-Off from our Executive Director and our Operations
Director in order to do so.

As an Organization, tactically, there
are very few situations in which we think that civil
disobedience is a legitimate and effective tactic to
engage in.

Q. Still in the Book of Documents
that you have before you, if you go to Tab 24...

A. Yes.

Q. And you don’t have to get into the
details per se. Just tell us what this document is?

A. These are Minutes to a Meeting
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that we had in 2013 after the “Defend Our Coast”
Rallies in which civil disobedience became ---

You know, we had to think about and
talk about what our Organization’s Policies were on
that tactic.

So this is the beginning of our Policy
and discussion on the matter.

Q. That’s great. Thank you.

And then just to close the loop on
that, I will ask you to turn to the thin Volume that
you have before you.

It is called “Complainant’s
Supplementary Book of Documents”.

A. Yes.

Q. If you go to Tab 5 -- and for the
record, this is Exhibit C-3.

-—-—- (A Short Pause)

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Sorry, Mr.
Champ. I am having difficulty putting my hands on that
Volume...

MR. CHAMP: It is a white-covered
Volume, as are all of our Exhibits.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Yes. I know I
had it yesterday...

--- (A Short Pause)
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I have now found it.

My apologies, Mr. Champ.

MR. CHAMP:

Q. Ms. Trojand, you were just telling
us about the iteration of the process in which Dogwood
was trying to come up with a Policy on civil
disobedience.

I am going to take you to Tab 5 of the
Complainant’s Supplementary Book of Documents.

Again, for the record, that is Exhibit

At Tab 5, we see that there is a Memo
to Dogwood Initiative Board from Will Horter. The date
is “Friday, July 24, 2015” and it is: “Re: Dogwocd
Initiative policy on civil disobedience”.

First, who is Will Horter?

A. Will is our Executive Director.

Q. Okay. And can you just ---

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: I apologize. I
didn’t hear that.

THE WITNESS: Sorry. Will is our
Executive Director.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: He is your...?

THE WITNESS: Our Executive Director.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Did vyou say
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”

“Investigative...
MR. CHAMP: Executive Director.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Executive

Director.

Thank you.

THE WITNESS: That’s right. Our E.D.,
yes.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Yes. Thank
you.

MR. CHAMP:

©. And without getting into details,
can you just tell us what the final Policy is? Can you
summarize what the final Policy is for Dogwood on this
issue?

A. This document came to be after a
couple of our Interns, with a different Group, wanted
to engage in civil disobedience, at which point we
realized we needed to resurrect those Meeting Minutes
and make the process clear, make the Policy clear, and
so this document just clarifies that if anybody in the
Organization is considering civil disobedience, they
are required to go through our Operations Director and
our E.D. in order to get the “Okay” for that.

It also just sort of clarifies our

philosophy around that particular tactic in terms of
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when it might be appropriate and when it is not.

Q. Thank vyou.

And Dogwood’s definition of “civil
disobedience”, would that include vandalism to property
or violence of any kind?

A. Never. I can’t think of a
situation in which that has ever been considered.

Q. Thank vou.

Ms. Trojand, I am now going to ask you
some questions concerning Dogwood’s Campaigns around
01l pipelines and oil tankers.

Just tell us about that, generally
speaking.

We will get to the Northern Gateway
Pipeline specifically in a few minutes. For now, can
you just tell us about Campaigns around pipelines and
tankers?

A. Our work around pipelines and
tankers began in 2004, when Enbridge submitted a
Proposal to the Natiocnal Energy Board to build a
pipeline from Alberta tobthe B.C. Coast and‘we began
engaging with British Columbians on that issue, and it
soon became very clear that the majority of British
Columbians thought that the Project was reckless and

deeply concerning.
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Our work began in 2004 and has
developed since then, where we began aiding the public
to participate both in the process and to have their
voices heard, both to the NEB and to the Federal
Government and the various Decision-makers along the
way.

Again, that involves all of the
typical tools of democratic participation: Letters,
Comments, Oral Statements, and other opportunities for
people to voice their concerns.

Q. Perfect! Thank you.

I will take you, now, back to Volume
ITI of IT of the Complainant’s Book of Documents.

For the record, again, that is Exhibit

Do you have that Volume?
A. Volume II of II?
Q Yes.
A Which Tab?
Q. I will take you to Tab 16...
A Yes.
Q It is my understanding that this
is Dogwood’s 2013 Annual Report...‘
A. That’s right.

Q. If you would turn to Page 5 of the
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document...

A. Yes.

Q. On Pages 5 and 6, we see “B.C.
saying 'No Tankers’”, at the top.

Can you tell us about what this
Campaign is?--The “No Tankers” Campaign.

A. “No Tankers” is the branding of
our Tanker and Pipeline Work, beginning in 2004.

We have recently dropped our branding
around “No Tankers” and shifted to a more proactive
frame.

In this year, some of our most
exciting moments on the Campaign involved working with
municipal politicians, to help the Union of B.C.
Municipalities, the UBCM, pass a Resolution opposing
tankers.

That year, we also live-tweeted and
shared the Comments and Oral Statements from the
National Energy Board’s Joint Review Panel.

So we just sort of made people’s
stories more public and shared their experiences on
Social Media and through e-mail, and other avenues.

Q. We see that photo there.

That 1s the Vancouver Mayor, on the

far right.
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A. Yes. That is Gregor Robertson;
Jennifer Rice -- who is now an MLA, actually, for the
Skeena Area; the Mayor of Smithers, Taylor Bachrach;
and one of my local politicians, Dean Murdock, who 1is
from Saanich.

Q. So this “No Tankers” Resolution at
the Union of B.C. Municipalities Convention, that was
advanced by Dogwood?

A. Well, we definitely supported 1it.

This was actually my File for many
years.

Our Supporters were encouraged to meet
or call, or talk with, their local representatives
about their concerns, and, really, their work led to
local politicians and leaders taking stronger and
stronger stances in order to represent the views of
their constituents.

Q. Okay. Maybe now we will start
moving a little bit closer to the Northern Gateway
Pipeline.

I will ask you to turn to Tab 19...

A. Yes.

Q. The document here is titled
“Frequently Asked Questions about Dogwood’s New

Strategy”.
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First of all, are you familiar with
this document?

A. Yes.

Q. And is this from Dogwood’s Website
also?

A. Yes.

Q. And what is the “Strategy” that 1is
being described here?

A. Several years ago, after the
National Energy Board recommended approval and it was
clear that the Federal Government was poised to approve
the Project, our Group and other Groups were
considering the options around our work and had
determined that there were really three avenues of
engagement on Northern Gateway.

One 1is legal action, which is led,
largely, by First Nations Communities; one 1is
political pressure —--

So working politically.

-- and the other is land defence, as
they call it, and that would be civil disobedience.

Looking at those three options,
Dogwood very strongly felt that our work should be
about legitimate political organizing and pressure. 50O

we launched the “Let B.(C. Vote” Campaign, which is
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utilizing our Provincial Legislation in B.C. to trigger
and launch a Citizens’ Initiative that could lead to
British Columbians having a Province-wide democratic
vote on whether or not these Projects should go
through.

This strategy is our effort to engage
politically and democratically, rather than having the
situation descend into, or come to, any acts of civil
disobedience.

Q. Thank you.

If you will turn now to Tab 21,
“Defend Our Coast”...

A. Yes.

Q. There is reference here to
“"Rallies at the Legislature in Victoria” and other
activities.

Can you tell us about ---

And I see reference to Enbridge down
here as well.

Can you tell about this Campaign, the
“Defend Our Coast” Campaign?

A. By way of a little bit of the
background behind this event, about nine months before
the "“Defend Our Coast” Rallies, we were called together

by some Funders and some people who worked on the
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Enbridge File and they requested that the Groups
collaborate to have a big Event that citizens could
engage with.

Going into that Meeting ---

I actually attended that Meeting as
Dogwood’s representative, and our intent going in was
to help everyone present decide to hold a big
celebration.

We thought what was needed at that
time was, you know, something like a Rock Concert, or
something fun that people could bring their friends and
family to; something really friendly and fun.

It became clear pretty quickly to me
that other Groups in the room were more interested in
engaging in a peaceful and symbolic act of civil
disobedience at a big Rally, and so Dogwood opted out
of this Event initially, much to the frustration of all
the other Groups.

Q. And why was that? Why did Dogwood
want to opt out?

A. We wanted to opt out because we
didn’t think that even a symbolic act of civil
disobedience was appropriate for the state that British
Columbians were at on the issue, nor that it would be

really strategic or effective in reaching out to other
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people.

It is not a good way to make a safe
space for people.

So we weren’t onbeocard with that.

But eventually, our Funders basically
said “Please play nice with the other children” and so
our compromise was to hold a secondary event, in
collaboration with LeadNow, the next day, where we
encouraged the members of the public to engage with
their local MIAs.

So it was a little bit more targeted
and the tone was a lot more friendly.

Yes.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: What is the
date of this particular document? When was it issued?

THE WITNESS: This looks like the
Explanation or Invite to the Event. So it probably
would have gone out several weeks before October 2470,

MR. CHAaMP: Of 2013.

THE WITNESS: Yes, 2013.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you.

MR. CHAMP:

Q. Ms. Trojand, I will now start
asking you some questions about, more directly, the

National Energy Board Hearings concerning the Northern
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Gateway Pipeline Project.

First of all, was Dogwood Initiative a
formal legal Party in that Proceeding?

A. No, we were not.

Q. Can you tell us a bit about
Dogwood’s involvement, then, in those NEB Hearings?

A. BAbout a month or so before the
deadline that the NEB had for people to sign up to make
Oral Statements ---

The National Energy Board invited the
public to engage in their Review Process and make a
ten-minute Oral Statement about whether they supportéd
or opposed the proposed Project.

About a month or so ahead of that, we
realized what a great opportunity this was for
engagement on the part of our Supporters and for
British Columbians, and so we went through and tried to
register ourselves and realized that the National
Energy Board Website was a little bit difficult to
navigate. It was very long and kind of convoluted.

So we created a Web Forum that
simplified the process but submitted, officially, any
Sign-Ups.

We essentially made the process easier

for the public to engage with . and then sent an
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Invitation to our Supporters to sign up and make their
voices heard in the process.

We also set up some “mirror” sites, so
other Organizations that were also interested in
pointing their Supporters there could use the same sort
of Web tool to make the process easier.

So we signed up a whole lot of British
Columbians to participate. For us, we signed up 1,575;
and then other Groups signed up, collectively, about
437.

Q. We will talk about this in more
detail in a few moments, but approximately how many
people who signed up through Dogwood’s Online
Application Form did actually participate and present
to the NEB Hearings?

A. I believe it was 837 of those
1,500.

Q. Great!

And in terms of people preparing and
presenting their individual Presentations, did Dogwood
take any steps or actions around that?

A. Yes. We realized, once we had
1,500 people that were willing to participate and give
their “ten minutes”, we had a responsibility to them to

make sure that they were supported in that process.
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The process isn’t necessarily
straightforward, either. They had to wait, I think in
was, eighteen months until they actually testified.

So we felt a responsibility to make
sure that they didn’t forget and that they actually
showed up and that they were prepared, and so we ran a
series of Workshops with other Partner Organizations,
both in-person and on the Web -- so we did some
Webinars -- that just walked people through what to
expect and what kinds of Stories they could tell when
they made their Statements that could be helpful and
well-received.

Q. More impactful.

A. That’s right.

If you would turn to Tab 44 in

Volume IT...
A. Yes.
Q. This is a document from your ---
Well, it says “Eventbright” Invite,
saying: “Maximizing Your Impact at the Enbridge

Northern Gateway Community Hearings”.
Is this what you are talking about
here?

A. That’s right.

Q. 2And just for the assistance of the
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record, can you just tell us what a “Webinar” is?

A. A Webinar 1s a live...

No cne has ever asked me to explain
that!

It’s a tool that you can use online in
which people can sign in and communicate with you in
real-time.

There is a Presenter.

So they can “Share” their screen and
you walk them through a Presentation.

The people who are listening and
watching can, at certain times, ask questions and
engage with the Presenter.

So it’s a...

It’s a Workshop; but it is online.

MR. CHAMP: I knowbit seems kind of
second-nature now, but actually I don’t think Webinars
are more than about five years old.

So I appreciate your explaining that
for the record.

Q. And then the document at Tab 45,
this is the Invitation, an online Invitation for
attending the Webinars?

A. That’s right.

This one may actually be an in-person
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Workshop.

It’s at the Michelle Pujol Room -- I
attended this one -- at U-Vic.

But it was one of many Workshops that
were either Webinar or in-person.

Q. This particular Workshop and
Webinar was around assisting people to Present at the
Panel in-person.

Were there other Workshops around the
NEB Hearings that Dogwood assisted in organizing?

A. DBbsolutely. O0Of all different
varieties.

For example, leading up to the Kelowna
Joint Review Panel Hearing, we held a Workshop on
Storytelling, on Theory of Change, and on Messaging,
essentially.

We did that.

Before then, we also, in conjunction
with Joint Review Panel Hearings, held some Canvasses
in which there were Sessions where we invited people to
come out and knock on doors with us -- which obviously
contained a Training component where we went through
“Best Practices for Door Knocking” and communicating
with people at the door.

Q. And that 1s the "“Knock the Vote”
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Campaign?

A. That’s right.

Q. I will take you now to the
Complainant’s Supplementary Book of Documents...

A. Yes.

Q. There are a couple of documents
there that I will take you to.

You were talking about a Campaign
around door knocking.

If you go to Tab 4, we see here ---

There are a few documents in this Tab.

On the first page, we see: “Knock the
Vote: When: January 12, 2013”7; then we see that,
next, there is a Media Advisory around “Knock the
Vote”; next, there is a letter, a template letter
invitation; and then, finally, we see “Knock the Vote:
yecur guide to the doorstep”.

Can you just tell us in a bit more
detail what these documents and what the "“Knock the
Vote” Campaign was about?

A. Sure.

At this time, the Joint Review Panel
Hearings were closed to the public. They were held in
a small room in a hotel, and if you wanted to view the

Hearings, you had to go all the way to the other side
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of town, into a different hotel where you could watch
the Live Stream.

There was a bit of an uproar about
this.

Part of the joy of these Hearings was
in being able to go in and experience the process, to
listen to people’s Statements.

You know, people told really moving
Stories, and it was such a lovely experience to be able
to go in and hear people.

That was barred and so we were
interested in providing a different way to engage other
than just going to bear witness and so we organized
some Canvasses around all of the different Hearings.

As you can see, the first thing we did
was to invite our Supporters and others to come and
celebrate the courage of the people who made Oral
Statements, and also to knock on doors.

So: “TLet’s celebrate them, as well as
do more to make this issue more visible.”

So we sent out an Invite. We invited
the Media as well.

We had a couple of Journalists join us
on the “Door”, to just get a flavour of what we were up

to.
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I think at this Event, actually, it
was Jack Knox from the Times-Columnist who came out “on
the Door” with us.

When people arrived, they got this
package, the "“Knock the Vote: Your Guide to the
Doorstep”, where they got tips and materials, along
with a little bit of help by way of a Script so that
they could practise on some Frequently Asked Questions,
and we would practise a little bit, and then we got on
some busses and went to a couple of strategic places in
the Community.

So, Polling Divisions where the Voter
turnout, for example, was really low. We would target
places that had low participation and go out and knock
on doors and have meaningful conversations with
lawyers.

So at this Event ---

Q. It’s a bit like political
canvassing in Elections?

A. Yes. Exactly. At this Event, I
think we had fifty community members come out and knock
on the doors with us for about an hour-and-a-half, and
then we returned to a local pub, to Swan’s, and ate and
had a couple of drinks and celebrated the people who

had Presented.
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Q. And if you go, now, to Tab 3, just
one before -- and I apologize for jumping back and
forth. I am just trying to stay with the same
documents.

If you go to Tab 3, just one before...

I think this is an Invitation to that
Kelowna Workshop that you were describing to us...

A. That’s right.

Q. So this was held on January 27°h,
in Kelowna, at the First United Church Hall?

A. That’s right.

Q. I am going to take you, now, to a
different set of documents, Ms. Trojand.

Going to Volume I now, Complainant’s
Book of Documents Volume I of II...

I will just give you a moment to turn
that up...

-—-- (A Short Pause)

A. Yes.

Q. I would like to take you to Tab 4,

where we find a package of documents obtained under
Access to Information from the National Energy Board.

You will see, in the bottom right-hand
corner, a long number.

There 1s a page number embedded in
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there, and it is the last three digits, “001”...

A. Yes.

Q. If you go to Page 045, Page 45...

It's an e-mail, or a series of e-
mails.

A. Yes.

Q. If you go about halfway down the
page in the body of the second e-mail, there is one
line that starts “Between 0930 to 1400 hours, Sandman
Hotel...”

Do you see that?

A. That’s right.

Q. (Reading) :

“...Sandman Hotel and Suites
Kelowna, several protests were held
by the Idle No Mcre, People’s
Summit, LeadNow, Dogwood

Initiative and independent
activists. There were
approximately 150 peaceful
protesters.”

Do you recall that Event? Is that an
Event that you are familiar with?

A. I do.

Q. Can you just tell us about that
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Event?

A. Yes. This is referencing --—-

It sounds like a Rally and Protest
that was organized outside the Hearings while they were
occurring.

To be clear, Dogwood Initiative didn’t
lead this Rally, nor did we communicate with our
Supporters about it.

I believe it was organized by Idle No
More.

But I did speak at it, simply because
I had been brought into the Hearing Chambers with a
Supporter who was testifying or was making her
Statement. So afterwards, when I came out, the Rally
Organizers asked me to just say a couple of words about
what was happening inside.

Yes. But I think that is accurate. I
think there were about 150 local residents gathered
outside, and there were Speakers from local First
Nations and other Groups.

Q. And this Event ---

This isn’t the Workshop, obviously,
that you have spoken of?

A. No.

Q. But this is the same weekend in
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A. It is the same weekend. It was
the day after our Workshop.

Q. 1If you would turn now to Page 61
in this Package, “061” in the bottom right-hand
corner. ..

-—— (A Short Pause)

A. Yes.

Q. This is part of an internal NEB
Security Report.

You will see, near the top, there is
big Heading “Threat Assessment”.

Are you with me there?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And if you go down, near
the bottom, there is a Heading saying "“LeadNow and
Dogwooed Initiative”.

Can you just take a moment to read
through that paragraph...

-—-—- (A Short Pause)

A. Okay.

Information Thursday, August 13, 2015

a

Q. Is this the Skills Training or the

Workshops that you were speaking about before?

A. It sounds like 1t. The only thing

that I think might be inaccurate are the words
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“community resistance”.

Q. Well, why don’t you tell us ---

I am not sure that you got into too
much detail.

Here, they say “skills training”.

What were the kinds of Workshops or
Skills that were being taught at this Event?

A. The three Trainers were myself,
Anna McLean, from LeadNow, and Logan McIntosh from
LeadNow.

We had about forty to fifty people, I
think, that showed up. We separated them into three
groups and had Stations. One Station was about
Storytelling. So learning some tools to be able to
tell your personal story better: you know, why you are
concerned about the issues that you are concerned
about.

One Station was basically an Art
Station, where folks created signage for the next day.

And then my Station was on “Theory of
Change”.

So we talked about how having a clear
vision or plan on how to enact the changes that you
would like in the world is important and that your

tactics need to align with that.
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Interestingly, in that Session, I
would say that there was an emphasis on the fact that
at this point in the Campaign, civil disobedience was
not an appropriate tactic and that if you really wanted
to change what was happening around Enbridge Northern
Gateway, participating in democracy was probably a more
effective tactic and one that aligned with your theory
of change.

Yes.

Q. You will see, Ms. Trojand, that
this Event is under the Heading "“Threat Assessment”.

What do you think about that?

Were these Workshops in some way meant
as a threat to the National Energy Board Hearings?

A. No. It seems ridiculous.

Q. Were you using threatening skills
or tactics in some way to intimidate the NEB Panel or
other participants?

A. No. Absolutely not -- unless
personal storytelling and social change are a personal
threat to the National Energy Board, which I don’t
think they are.

No. There is nothing happening in
these Workshops that is at all threatening.

Q. We see the phrase there about
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“community resistance”.

Do you think that is a fair
description of the skills you were teaching?--
“Community resistance”.

A. I don’t. Actually, how I would
describe the Workshop is “political organizing” or
“community organizing”.

Yes.

Q. Ms. Trojand, you understand now
that these documents here, these NEB documents, were
obtained by a Journalist and were reported on in the
Press...

A. Yes. That’s my understanding,
yes.

Q. We will see on that same page, up
higher on “Threat Assessment”, it speaks about the “NEB
consulting the Canadian Security Intelligence Service,

both national Headgquarters and regional Headquarters”.

A. Un-umm (Witness Nodding in the
Affirmative).

Q. Was Dogwood and Dogwood Supporters
aware of the Newspaper Stories that were coming out
around these documents and the concern, or potential
concern, that CSIS and the RCMP were monitoring

Dogwood’s activities around the NEB?
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A. Certainly.

When the Article came out in the
National Observer, it was upsetting, certainly. We
talked about it on Staff and with our Volunteers and
reacted in some ways.

I mean, there are some things that we
did ---

Like, we beefed up some of our data
security, for example.

 Yes.

Not being paranoid about it, but,
yeah, we did take some measures internally to make sure
that our data was secure and that ---

Yeah.

Q. Can you tell us a bit more about
whether Dogwood heard from Staff or Supporters, or
Volunteers around this issue?

A. Absolutely. I know that our
Executive Director got quite a number of calls
expressing concern.

We really started seeing the effects
of this out in the Field Program when people would come
up to our Booths and have really conversations with us
or meet us out in the street when we were canvassing

but refused to sign because they were worried that they
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would be “con a 1ist”, “on a Government list”.

I often hear that people who work for
Industry or any ---—

Even it’s Construction and they work
on a Project that is associated with the 0il and Gas
Industry, they’ll say: “Oh, I’'m afraid to sign because
I’'m worried that I’1l1 get fired.”

So it certainly affected our ability
to interact with, and connect with, potential
supporters, and it certainly has affected some of our
Volunteer Teams on the ground, who feel, yeah, a little
bit creeped out.

When this came out, they answered
questions about: “Well, what does this mean? Does
this mean that my e-mails are being monitcred? Does
this mean that my phone is tapped? What does this 1ook
like? Are there informants in our midst?”

And somé of that fear around, yeah,
just surveillance that made them uncomfortable.

Not that we ---

_We’ve nothing to hide. That is what
I've always told our Supporters: that even if there is
surveillance, it wouldn’t change our activities
because, you know, all of our activities are on the up-

and-up.
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If you could turn to Volume II,

the Complainant’s Books of Documents, Volume II of

II...

A.
Exhibit C-3.

Q.
30..

A.

Q.

Yes.

CHAMP: For the record, that is

I will ask you to turn to Tab

Yes.

This is an e-mail ---

We see that there is a reference to an

Arie Ross.

Who is Arie Ross?

A,

Arie is one of my five Provincial

Organizers. She works in Surrey and New Westminster,

and Delta.

And Fiana 1is actually a high school

student who volunteers with her.

Q.

And here, the Sender is saying:
“Yes, I'm looking forward to the
fall elections. Oh but since Bill
C-51 also passed, are Dogwood’s

activities still okay?”

What is your understanding of the

concern being ralsed there by the Sender?
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A. When information about Bill C-51
came out, our Supporters got really scared ---
I mean, there was a level of

discomfort before.

We coped with the knowledge that there

may be surveillance on our work by kind of making light

of the issue. But when Bill C-51 came out, I think

people got to be a little bit more alarmed. They felt

as if there might be real consequences to engaging with

Dogwood for simple things such as knocking on doors and

making phone calls to residents and voters and talking

to their neighbours about issues that we work on.

MR. CHAMP: 1’11 just be a moment, Mr.

Chair...
-—-— (A Short Pause: Off-Record Discussion between
Complainant’s Counsel and Client Representative)

MR. CHAMP: Thank you, Ms. Trojand.
Those are all of the questions that I have for you.

Counsel for CSIS may have a few
questions for you, as may SIRC Counsel.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you, Mr.
Champ.

Madam Dion, do you have any questions
for the witness?

MS. DION: Yes, I do.
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I have only a few questions, actually.

Thank you, Mr. Member.
Good morning, Ms. Trojand.
THE WITNESS: Hello.

Cross—-Examination by Ms. Dion:

Q. During your testimony, you
referred to the Vancouver Observer Article, which we
find at Tab 9 of the Complainant’s Book of Documents,
Exhibit C-1.

I invite you to take a moment to
review that Article.

Again, it is at Tab 9.

--- (A Short Pause: Witness reviewing referenced
documentation)

A. Yes.

Q. I understand that this is at least

one of the starting points of the fear of being
monitored by Security Intelligence in relation to
protest, dissent, or advocacy.

Is that correct? A. Yes.

Q. And I see that at the first page
of the Article, Dogwood is mentioned.

There are two paragraphs, and then
there is an excerpt from a document that we looked at

earlier, under Tab 4.
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Is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. I invite you to turn to Tab 4,
while keeping your finger on this page here, and
compare the first page of the Article with Page 61 at
Tab 4...

--— (A Short Pause: Witness reviewing referenced
documentation)

Do you agree that the information that
you find in the Vancouver Cbserver Article, at the
excerpt from the document, is the same information that
we find at Page 61 of the NEB Security Assessment?

Take the time you require to read
it.

--- (A Short Pause: Witness reviewing referenced
documentation)

A. It looks to be the same, yes.

Q. Thank you.

As you previously acknowledged, this
is found in the “Threat Assessment” portion of the NEB
Assessment, and you will see that there are different
Headings under “Threat Assessment”. There is
“Overview”, “National-level Intelligence Resources”,
“Police Intelligence Resources”, and "“Open Source

Information Reporting”.
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Is that correct?

A. Um-umm (Witness Nodding in the
Affirmative).

Q. And am I correct in saying that
the Dogwood Initiative Event of January 27" is found
in the "“Open Source” Heading, under the “Open Source”
Heading?

A. Yes.

Q. I will ask you to turn to the next
page, Page 62.

At the end of the "“Threat Assessment”
Section ---

So just before Section 13 "“Security
Level”.

Could you read the last paragraph...

A, Sorry. Page 13...

Q. Page 62, just above the "“Security
Level” Heading.

A. So there is the part that is
redacted, and then that last line?

Q. And then there is "“EcoSociety”...

I am on Page 62...

-—- (A Short Pause)
So there is a redacted portion; then

there is the “EcoSociety” section that I’ve mentioned,
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and ---
A. Oh, I see.
-- and then there is the "“Kelcwna
RCMP” .
A. Right. So:
“The Kelowna RCMP as well as NEB
Communications and Security
continue to monitor open source
information.”
Q. Is there any mention of CSIS
monitoring open source information in this document?
A. Can you ask that question again?
Q. Is there any mention of CSIS

monitoring open source information in this Section?

~-—— (A Short Pause: Witness reviewing referenced
documentation)

A. Not explicitly, no.

Q. When the Newspaper Article came
out, did you consult the documents? Did you look at
the package of documents that the Article was based on?

A. Me personally?

Q. Yes.

A. No.

MS. DION: Thank you. Those are all

the questions I have.
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Thank you, Mr. Fortier.

MS. DION: Thank you, Ms. Dion.

Madam Bowers, do you have any
questions for the witness?

MS. BOWERS: I have no questions.
Thank you, Sir.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: I have no
questions for you either, Ms. Trojand.

I am grateful, Madam Trojand ---

By the way, what is the etymology, the

source, of the name “Trojand”?

I am curious...

THE WITNESS: 1 think it is Norwegian.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Yes. It could
be, yes.

THE WITNESS: I think you would
pronounce the “j" as an “1”7.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank vyou.

Again, I am grateful to you for having

come before me to give evidence today, to answer
questions, as you have done. You are now excused.
Thank you.
THE WITNESS: Are there -—-
MR, CHAMP: Mr. Chair, if I may, I

have one or two questions in Redirect arising from the
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questions put to the Witness by Counsel for CSIS.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: My apologies.
I should have canvassed that with vyou.

MR. CHAMP: I have Jjust one or two
minor clarifications to ask about.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Certainly.

Re-Examination by Mr. Champ:

Q. Ms. Trojand, on the Newspaper
Story at Tab 9, I think the gquote there actually might
come from a different page.

If you look at Tab 9, you’ll see the
quote “On 27 Jan, LeadNew and Dogwood Initiative
will...”, and the sentence ends with “will”.

The page we were looking at earlier,
Page 61, goes on: “...will be providing” and it is cut
off.

I think the quote actually comes from
Page 80.

It is the same quote, essentially.
But I think it was cut from a different document, just
for clarification.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: From Page 807

MR. CHAMP: Yes. Page 080.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: 0-8-07

MR. CHAMP: Yes.
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Where it says "“LeadNow and Decgwood

Initiative”, there is a “c¢” beside it, and that’s the

same “c¢” that we also see in the Story published by Mr.

Millar.

THE WITNESS: You are right.

MR. CHAMP:

Q. Okay. Thank you.

And then the other question I have
concerns your answer about the “starting point of fear
and concern of Dogwood”.

Ms. Dion put to you that the Story at
Tab 9 was the “start of fear and concern of being
monitored in some way”.

Were there any events prior to that
that gave Dogwood concern that they may be raising
concerns in Ottawa?

A. We were certainly ---

In 2011, the Minister of the
Environment, Joe Oliver, produced an Open Letter
calling our Group, and members of it, essentially
“foreign-funded environmental radicals”, and that
caused quite a bit of alarm among our Supporters and
our Community, and our Staff.

So before this Article came out, we

were certainly on alert and felt uneasy about being
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characterized in such a way.

This Article, in some ways, confirmed
some fears that we hadn’t really spoken out loud up
until that point about the extent to which we should be
careful and cognizant of who is watching.

MR. CHAMP: Thank you. Those are all
the questions I have in Redirect.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Any gquestions
arising, Madam Dion, from the questions posed by Mr.
Champ in Redirect?

MS. DION: No. Thank you, Mr.
Fortier.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Madam
Bowers...?

MS. BOWERS: No. Thank you.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: So this time I
get to thank you for real!

Thank you again for having come here
today to give evidence before me. You are now excused.

THE WITNESS: Thank you.

-—— (The Witness Withdrew)

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Your next
witness, Mr. Champ, is Terry Dance-Bennink...

MR. CHAMP: Yes, Sir.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Do you want
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five minutes to put your ducks in order, or...

MR. CHAMP: 1 believe she is here --
but perhaps a short break would be in order...

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Why don’t we
adjourn until 10:25.

MR. CHAMP: That sounds fine. Thank
you, Mr. Chair.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: We will call it
a “comfort break”.

MR. CHAMP: Thank you.
-—-— (A Short Recess)
-—— Upon Resuming:
——- (Terry Dance-Bennink called to the Witness Table)

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you,
everyone. We are ready to continue.

Good morning, Madam Dance-Bennink.
Thank you for coming before me to give evidence as a
witness on behalf of the British Columbia Civil
Liberties Association.

I will ask the Registrar to swear you
in now...

THE REGISTRAR: Good morning, Ms.
Dance-Bennink.

Do you solemnly affirm that the

evidence you are about to give to the Committee shall
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be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth?
THE WITNESS: Yes.

TERRY DANCE-BENNINK, Called and

Affirmed:

THE REGISTRAR: For the record, would
you please state your full name, spelling your last
name. ..

THE WITNESS: Terry Dance-Bennink,
spelled: D-A-N-C-E, hyphen, B-E-N-N-I-N-K.

THE REGISTRAR: Thank you.

Secondly, I would like to read to you
Section 51 of the Canadian Security Intelligence
Service Act, which provides protection to witnesses
appearing before the Committee.

It reads as follows:

"Except 1n a prosecution of a
person for an offence under
section 133 of the Criminal Code
(false statements 1In extra-
judicial proceedings) 1in respect
of a statement made under this
Act, evidence given by a person
in proceedings under this Part

and evidence of the existence of
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the proceedings are inadmissible
against that peréon in a court or
in any other proceedings.”

Do you understand?

THE WITNESS: Yes, I do.

THE REGISTRAR: Thank ydu. You may be
seated.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Madam Dance-
Bennink, you will be asked questions by Mr. Champ,
Counsel for the BCCLA; then by Ms. Dion, Counsel for

CSIS; and then by Madam Bowers, who is Counsel for the

Committee.
THE WITNESS: Okay. Thank you.
THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Mr. Champ...
MR. CHAMP: Thank you very much, Mr.
Chair.

(To the Witness): Ms. Dance-Bennink,
when answering my questions, I am going to ask you, as
much as possible, to try to address the Chair.

It is a little bit of an awkwardly-
shaped rcom. But in responding to my questions, I want
you to direct your answers to the Chair as much as you
can.

THE WITNESS: Certainly.

--—- (A Short Pause)

63 of 340

AGC0641



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Protected B 61l Vancouver, B.C.

Personal -Protected

Information Thursday, August 13, 2015

Examination-in-Chief by Mr. Champ:

Q. I will start by asking you to tell
us, and tell the Chair, about where you reside, the
City in which you reside, as well as what your
employment or background is right now...

A. Okay. I live in Victoria, in a
condo on the waterfront. My former employment was as
V.P., Academic, at Sir Stanford Fleming College in
Peterborough, Ontario.

Q. And you are currently retired?

A. I am currently “retired”,
quote/unquote!

--- (Laughter)

MR. CHAMP: There are a few around
like that!

Q. The Dogwood Initiative is an
Organization that you know about?

A. Yes.

Q. Can you just tell us what your
involvement is -- just very briefly -- with Dogwood
Initiative?

A. Okay. I’ve been a Volunteer now
with Dogwood for about two-and-a-half years and T am
currently the Regional Organizer for the South Island,

responsible for two Federal Ridings, Victoria and
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Esquimalt Saanich Sooke, and I work with about ocne-
hundred Volunteers.

Q. I am going to ask you some further
questions about that in a moment; but first, I will
ask you to tell us a little bit about why you wanted to
get involved with Dogwood, and in particular what your
history of Activism or Voluntarism is.

A. Okay. I grew up in the Sixties
and so I was at the University of Toronto during a very
lively, socially meaningful time. I was involved in
Movements: the Peace Movement, the Women’s Liberation
Movement, and Causes associated with Civil Rights.

That was my foundation.

I am also a United Church Member and
so I was involved in Faith Group activities at the
time.

Probably one of my biggest memories 1is
of the War Measures Act, in 1970.

I found that extremely sobering and
scary, to see what happened in terms of the number of
arrests that were made, and I think that is partly why
I am here today: I don’t want history to repeat
itself.

Q. Did you continue in active ---

What are some of the issues and/or
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Movements that you used to be involved in back in the
Sixties and Seventies?

A. I was involved in the United Farm
Workers’ Campaign to boycott grapes.

This was Cesar Chavez’'s Movement.

I actually worked with Marshall Ganz
at the time.

He was in Toronto.

He is now sort of the Guru of
Organizing that the Obama Campaign has relied upon.

So that was a highlight for me.

I was also involved in some Union
Organizing at York University, with the Support Staff,
and just, you know, a lot of public meetings at the
University at that time around the War, the Vietnam
War, and Women’s Rights, in particular.

Q. In your organizing or other
Activism, I should say, back in those times, were you
ever involved in any kind of violent actions in your
Activism?

A. No, I wasn’t. And again, it goes
back to the fact that, as a Christian, I am committed
to peaceful, non-violent activism.

It is the Martin Luther-Kings and the

Gandhis of the world that I respect and admire.
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Q. You continue to have association
with the Church?

A. Yes. I am the Chair of the
Justice and Outreach Team at Esguimalt United Church.

Q. Thank you for that background, Ms.
Dance-Bennink.

I want to now ask you some guestions
more specifically about how and why vyou got involved
with Dogwood and its Campaigns around oil pipelines and
0il tankers.

Can you start telling us about that?

A. T had not been politically active
for decades. I was busy with my career and, frankly,
kind of cynical of politics.

I kind of just thought “nothing will
change”.

And then when the Enbridge Hearings
were launched and a Call was made to the general public
who felt strongly on that issue to make Comments and
make Presentations, I responded. I thought: "“Yeah.
It’s about time that I do that.”

In my role as V.P., Academic, I was
responsible for the School of Environmental and Natural
Resource Sciences.

I had a background in the
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Environmental Sector, and so I thought that was
important to do.

So I did file a Letter of Comment and
did eventually make a Presentation, which I found...

You know, it was a little
intimidating. But anyway...

But I think the real issue that got me
fired up was my trip to the Tar Sands in September
2013.

I am somebody who likes “to see for
myself”.

I'd heard about the Tar Sands. I’'d
never been there. So I made a two-week trip, tracing
the Athabasca River from Banff all the way up to Fort
McKay -——=

Do you want me to go on in that ---

MR. CHAMP: Certainly. Please tell us
about that trip.

THE WITNESS: It was a turning point
in my life.

I’ve given a lot of Talks about it
since then.

We started off in beautiful and
pristine Banff and Jasper, which was wonderful to see,

even though the glaciers were shrinking.
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As we then approached what is called
the “Highway to Hell”, Highway 63, en route from
Edmonton to Fort McMurray, that was when things began
to get “real” for me.

It’s an awful highway. An incredible
number of fatalities. Huge 2-story trucks barrelling
down.

We could just see barracks all the
way.

Our first stop was at the 0il Sands
Discovery Centre, which is sponsored, I believe, by the
0il and Gas Industry.

We learned a lot there. We are very
glad we stopped.

I got to hold bitumen in my hand.

You know, it’s a thick, sticky tar-
like substance.

We were able to sit on a 2-story truck
and watch live footage of surface mining in the area.

Personally, I was just appalled. It
just looked like Mars.

I mean, all the over-burden, as it is
called, all the vegetation and trees had been removed.

We watched as they did this mining.

And then they gave us a beautiful
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coloured map that showed every inch of the land around
Fort McMurray and Fort McKay, basically owned by
various 0il Companies.

So there was hardly an inch of non-
mining activity going on.

So that was an eye-opener.

And then we ended up, the next day,
going up to Fort McKay to visit a Cree-Chipewyan
family, and that’s when we started to see the tailings
ponds.

We were just on the highway, though.

I regret that I didn’t do one of those
airplane trips. But you could see the smoke rising and
the steam rising from the tailings ponds.

At the 0il Discovery Centre, we had
learned that the tailings “ponds”, quote/unduote, take
up about 170,000 square kilometres. They are toxic,
and they are in unlined earthen ponds, that are
leaking.

The birds and the geese, and the
animals that land on them by mistake in the winter die
a very painful death.

So that was our first encounter.

Then we started to smell the sulphur

and the smoke and we started coughing.
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My husband and I had a cough for about
two weeks afterwards.

Then when we got to Fort McKay to meet
with Celina Harper ---

I think that was the most moving part,
for me, of the trip.

She had us in her house. She served
us moose stew. She apologized for her husband, who was
lying in bed next door because he had a cancerous
tumour and was dying from having worked his whole
lifetime in the Tar Sands.

She basically focused on the health
issues in Fort McKay for the First Nations people.

I went over to wash my hands in her
sink and she said: “Steop! You can’t do that.”

The water is so toxic ---

The only water that they can drink is
bottled water that is shipped up in huge bottles.

She said that when she tries to bath
her husband, to give him a bath, he has to have
antibiotics put on afterwards because the water is so
toxic.

Their newborn babies, their pregnant
women, have been ordered by Medical Officials not to

use the water.
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You know, she Jjust looked at us and
said: “We can have a pipeline for oil. Why not a
pipeline for clean water? Is 1t just because we are
First Nations people and they are waiting for us to die
off or to move In resignation?”

And she referred to the ten people in
the Community who had died the previous year -- which
was far higher than normal.

She just begged us ---

At the end, she said: “We are so
isolated...”

The Tar Sands is the size of Florida.
Most people have never seen it for themselves.

She said: “People don’t know. In
Victoria, Vancouver, you don’t know what’s going on.
So please go back and spread the word. Let people know
what’s happening.”

Q. And so what did you do after that
trip? Have you ---

A. We also interviewed Doctor John
O’ Connor -- who I’'m sure you are aware of -- who gave
us tonnes of data on the medical and health issues
faced up there and around which nothing had been done,
according to him, by the Alberta Government.

So I left kind of horrified by what I
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considered to be the rape of the land.

I think it is absolutely awful what is
going on up there to the land.

I left shocked by how the First
Nations were being treated and just feeling: “It’s
just history repeating itself. We haven’t learned.”

And thirdly, I left very aware of what
the Tar Sands are contributing to climate change and
global warming.

So I left depressed. I left shocked
and upset.

It took me a few weeks to kind of get
my feet back on the ground, and it was at that point
that I decided "“I have to do more than just sign a
Petition and give money”.

Up until then, with Dogwood, I had
PreSented at the Enbridge Hearings and I was calling
Donors to thank them for donating to Dogwood, and I
just knew that that wasn’t enough, and that’s when I
decided to actually become an Organizer with them, on a
volunteer non-paid basis.

Q. Great! Thank you.

Ms. Dance-Bennink, I have a couple of
documents to take you to.

There are three Volumes that have been
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placed at the Witness Stand for you. The first one 1is
Complainant’s Book of Documents, Volume II of IT.

You will see that it says “Volume II
of IT” in the middle...

A. There is “R-3"...

Q. In the middle, it says
“Complainant’s Book of Documents...”

A. Oh, sorry. Volume II. Yes.
Gotcha.

Q. Volume II of IT.

For the record, this is Exhibit C-2.

If T may, I will first take you to Tab
26 of that Volume...

A. Okay.

Q. Ms. Dance-Bennink, it is my
understanding that this is a Bio of you that is on the
Dogwood Website?

A. Yes.

Q. And that is an accurate
description of yourself and your involvement with
Dogwood?

A. Yes, it is.

The one thing that I hadn’t mentioned
earlier is that I am a breast cancer survivor, and I

think that is another reason that accounted for my
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sense of urgency.

I am kind of aware of my own mortality
and the mortality of the Planet.

Q. If you would turn to the next Tab,
Tab 27...

A. Yes.

Just tell us what these pages are.

What is this?

A. This was a Blcg that I wrote after

I kind of, in detail, went through
each day of our Pilgrimage ---

By the way, it was a Faith-based
Pilgrimage again, with a Roman Catholic Sister leading
us.

So this was posted on Sierra Club’s
Website and on Dogwood’s Website, and I believe on
Raven Trust’s as well.

Q. Thank you.

You have told us that after that trip,
you became more involved with Dogwood.

Can you tell us about your activities
with Dogwood today?

What does “Regional Organizer”

involve, 1in more detail?
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A. Yes. Essentially, I am ---

And just so you know, Dogwood’s
mandate is to “enable local citizens to reclaim
decision-making over their land, alir and water” and so
in my two Federal Ridings, that has concretely come
down to gathering signatures on our Petition calling
for a democratic province-wide vote on the issues of
pipeline and tanker expansion.

It is a form of a Citizens’
Initiative, like the HST Referendumn.

So that has been the main focus of the
work I have been doing with our Volunteers in five
different communities.

Our work consists primarily of very
time-consuming knocking on doors, going Poll-by-Poll,
to encourage people to support that Petition.

In order to launch a Citizens’
Initiative, you have to have several hundreds of
thousands of signatures.

So that has been our main focus, and I
am proud to say that in the Capital Region District, we
have 50,000 people now who have signed.

And as well as that, we have worked
with various municipalities -- for example, Sooke,

which has been quite concerned about the prospect of
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the Kinder Morgan pipeline being approved, with a
seven-fold increase in tanker traffic.

They actually put it on their
Municipal Ballot during the Municipal Election, and so
we were involved in supporting them on that.

And now we are involved in the Federal
Election.

We are non-partisan. We are not
promoting any Party. But we are trying to make sure
that all of the Candidates have been surveyed and that
people can go on the Website and read what the
Candidates have to say on these issues and then make up
their own mind.

People find that really useful: that
non-partisan approach.

Q. The Volunteers that you work with,
the more engaged Volunteers, approximately how many
would they be?

A. I've got, probably, about a
hundred in those two Ridings.

And they are people like me.

You know, some of the Dogwood Staff
are younger. The Volunteers, by and large, at least on
the Island, are anywhere between 50 and 80.

I have two 80-year-old Organizers who
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are unbelievable.

As an example of their backgrounds,
we’ve got a former Government Policy Analyst in
Alberta, I.T. Professionals, Musicians, Dancers, some
Skilled Trades people, Church people...

We are all pretty well retired and so
we have the time.

And people feel, I think, some of the
same sense of urgency that I do.

Q. Thank you.

I am going to ask you some more
questions about those people in a moment, Ms. Dance-
Bennink. For now, I just want to close off another
aspect.

There is a slim Volume there. It is
titled “Complainant’s Supplementary Book of
Documents”. ..

A. Yes.

MR. CHAMP: For the record, this is
Exhibit C-3.

Q. I would like to take you, in that
Volume, to Tab 6...

A. Okay.

Q. If you are with me there, there

are a few documents under this Tab, and it starts with
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the title “My Letter to the Northern Gateway Project
Panel”, dated July 31st, 2012.

Do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q. And was this a Letter that you
sent?

A. Yes, it is. It was sent in
response to the Public Invitation from the National
Energy Board for Letters of Comment.

Q. So as a resident of Victoria, you
submitted this Letter of Comment to the National Energy
Board?

A. I did. I live right on the water
and I watch tankers every day.

Q. And what do you draw from that?
What do you see?

A. Well, I mean I have a personal
stake in this. I do not want to see an o0il spill.

All the experts say it’s inevitable --
and if it is, it will be an absolute devastation for
the City of Victoria.

It will affect property values,
tourism jobs, et cetera.

So it’s both a personal and an eco-

justice issue for me.
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Q. If you turn over the page, you see
a document headed “Presentation to the Enbridge
Northern Gateway Project, Jeint Review Panel, January
10, 2013”7,

This is your document?

A. Yes, it is.

Q. And what is this?

A. The first was the Letter that I
had to submit, in July 2012, and then the Presentation
was made in-person at the Delta Ocean Point Hotel, on
January 10th,

It’s similar to the Letter of Comment
but goes into a fair bit more depth.

I specifically answered the three
Questions that the National Energy Board had put to all
of us: Who am I? How does the Project impact me? And
then: Whether the Project is in Canada’s public
interest?

Q. Thank you.

Ms. Dance-Bennink, I am going to move
a bit back now to talk about the other Volunteers that
you work with on Vancouver Island South, and in
particular I want to ask you about newspaper stories
that came out suggesting that the RCMP and CSIS might

be monitoring Dogwood activities in relation to the
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National Energy Board Hearings.

You are familiar with those News
Stories?

A. Yes, I am.

Q. Can you tell us about what, 1if
any, impact those Stories had on the other Volunteers
that you work with?

A. I actually surveyed my Volunteers
to find out what they were feeling in the light of
those allegations and subsequent to the passage of
Bills C-51 and Bill C-24 and got a whole lot of
comments back.

There were about ten different major
concerns, ranging from the fact that we are finding it,
sometimes, more difficult to encourage people to sign
our Petitions ---

You know, pecple want to sign, but
occasionally, when I’'m out canvassing, they’ll say to
me: Is my name going to end up on a Government
Security List?

The same concern has sometimes been
raised by Donors, and sometimes in terms of potential
Volunteers being concerned about how Dogwood is viewed
and whether, if they become a Volunteer, that means

that they are viewed as a “radical extremist”, and my
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answer, always, is: We are the exact opposite of that.

We are committed to peaceful, non-viclent, following

the democratic process, particularly Electoral

precesses.

We are very clear on that.

But anyway, that has been an effect.

This concern and fear about being
photographed ---

And I will give you one example of
that.

I was out with a Team canvassing in
Langford at a Festival, a year ago now. We were just,
you know, gathering signatures. A hundred people,
working class people in Langford, had signed our Pledge
Form that afternocon, and we were about to call it quits
when we noticed a man a fair distance away from us with
a very large camera and a telephoto lens taking
pictures of me and the Team.

We are used to canvassing at Malls,
where Security Guards will come up and say: “Now, wait
a minute. What are you doing? Have you got
permission?

And we always do get permission.

But in this case, it was clearly not a

Security Guard and the man did not come up to us.
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I remember pointing my finger at him,
and when I did that, he disappeared shortly afterwards.

I know, personally, I felt...

I felt pretty strange. 1 definitely
felt that this was suspicious. It was unpleasant. It
was creepy, and certainly my volunteers were upset
about that.

Incidents like that have happened
since then, as recently as Canada Day.

So that’s a whole area: about being
photographed.

People have sometimes raised: If I go
to a public meeting or I go to a Rally, am I going to
be photographed? Am I going to be put on the
Government’s Security List?

So that is intimidating.

And all we are doing is exercising our
democratic right to meet, free assembly, and to express
our views.

Concerns also have been raised by the
Volunteers about their employment: If they sign a
Petition or they are active with us, will that
Jjeopardize their employment? Will scmehow their
Employer find out?

Q. People are that specific with you?
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A. Yes. And even Pensioners —-- not
many; and it made me stop and think -- have said:

Weuld my Pension be 1in jeopardy 1f I am found to be
very active with Dogwood?

Social Media is another area.

I am very cautious about what I share
and post on Social Media, and I think a lot of our
Volunteers are very cautious about that, even though
it’s a very effective way to reach people.

And probably the last item -- and this
is, in some ways, I think the most serious, and yet we
are perhaps unable to definitively verify it -- 1is that
we think it’s highly likely there have been some
Informers attending ocur Events and monitoring,
gathering intelligence and passing it on to Government
sources and the National Energy Board.

I say that on the basis of the Access
to Information Request, the fruits of Media enquiries
and the BCCLA initiative, all of which clearly seem to
indicate that certain pieces of information could not
have been garnered except through that means.

There is one person in particular I am
thinking of in Victoria who is no longer now working
with us. But he was a very strange person.

For me, cne of the red lights 1s that

84 of 340

AGC0641



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Protected B 82 Vancouver, B.C.

Personal-Protected

Information Thursday, August 13,'2015

this person would often encourage us to go to the
Legislature, to organize big mass events, vigorous
rallies, and we would respond by saying: That’s not
Dogwood. That’s not our approach. We’re intc the slow
slog of grassroots organizing, democratic, peaceful
advocacy.

So anybody who tries to encourage us
to take a more aggressive intervention is someone that
I am very suspicious about.

So that’s a concern. We don’t want to
make people paranoid. But, that’s scary.

Q. And what about some of the
Supporters, some of the Campaigns, like Door Knocking
or Petitions: Have you heard any concerns expressed in
the context of those Campaigns?

A. Yes. All of the examples I’'ve
given have been in that context.

There was one example where we knocked
on a door and a husband came to the door and we
exXplained that we were gathering these signatures ---

We’ve had people who support the
pipeline sign the Petition, because it’s a neutral ---

You know, it’s just saying: “B.C.
should have a vote on this matter.”

Q. This is the “Let B.C. Vote”
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Campaign?
A. “Let B.C. Vote”, yes, as a

Citizens Initiative.

But anyway, this particular father and
husband was nervous and said: "I don’t know. I’m‘not
sure where this is going to and whether the Government
would view this as some illegal activity.”

His wife and his daughter came to the
door and convinced him that that was not the case and
that he should sign, and he did sign.

But it’s just an example, sometimes --
not all the time -- of how people, I think,
particularly in light of Bill C-51 and Bill C-24, just
are not clear: What’s the dividing line between
perfectly legal activity and being deemed a “radical
extremist”, as Dogwood has been labelled at one point.

Q. Just a last question, Ms. Dance-
Bennink. We saw that your Bio is on the Dogwood
Website...

A. Yes.

Q. How about other Volunteers? Have
other Volunteers expressed any concern about —---

A. No. They don’t want to be on the
Website.

We were encouraging people. But
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again, it’s like: “Whea! If vou’re on the Website,
then that’s...””

And that’s why, for me, today, I had
to think really, really carefully about whether I would
come today and testify, because I figure, now, CSIS is
going to know me.

And it is scary.

So I think that, in terms of other
Volunteers, is something that has raised concerns.

But on the other hand, what I really
admired in my Volunteers was that in some of their
Comments, they said: “We are cautious. We are
concerned. But we will not be bullied. We are not
going to be intimidated. If we are silent, that’s the
worse thing that can happen. We are doing nothing
wrong, and we have nothing to hide.”

So, everybody is plowing ahead, even
though nervous.

I think that that’s the key thing:
that we don’t feel any guilt. We have nothing to hide.

MR. CHAMP: That was great. Thank you
very much, Ms. Dance-Bennink. Those are all the
questions I have for you today.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you, Mr.

Champ.
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Madam Dion, do you have questions for
the Witness?

MS. DION: Yes. Thank you, Mr.
Member. I have only a few questions.

Good morning, Ms. Dance-Bennink.

THE WITNESS: Good morning.

Cross-Examination by Ms. Dion:

Q. Ms. Dance-Bennink, are you aware
of the Service’s mandate? Have you ever looked at the
CSIS Act or the CSIS Website?

A. Not really, no.

Q. Do you know that CSIS, pursuant to
the CSIS Act, is precluded from collecting information,
by investigation or otherwise, with respect to lawful
advocacy, protest and dissent, unless those activities
are carried out in conjunction with threats to the
security of Canada?

A. Yes, I was aware of that.

Q. And when people share concerns
with you ---

You have stated that some people have
shared their concern that they may end up on, to use
your words, “Canada’s Security List”.

Do you share that information with

them: that CSIS is precluded from investigating unless
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there is a “threat to the security of Canada”
component?

A. I have mentioned that; but I
think the conviction now is that CSIS in fact has been
contravening its own legislation, if you like.

I think there is a strong sense, based
on the Access to Information material that came out,
that in fact they have been engaged in gathering
intelligence on very lawful, peaceful, democratic
processes.

That is what is really concerning
people.

Q. Have you looked at the Access to
Information documents? Have you seen them?

A. I've seen the redacted versions,
yes.

Q. Perhaps we could go through them
together, quickly...

A, Sure.

Q. I might be wrong, but I have
counted five instances in these 125 pages where CSIS is
mentioned.

If you wish, we can go through these
five instances, and if you are aware of any other

instances where the Service is mentioned, I would
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encourage you to bring them to my attention.

A. Okay.

Q. The first one here is at Page 14
of Tab 4 in Book of Documents Volume I, Exhibit C-1.

A. Tab 4. Okay.

Q. And you will see at the bottom of

the page, there is a long number.
When I am referring to “Page 14”7, I am

referring to the last digits on the far right corner of

the page.
A Right at the‘very bottom, then?
Q. Yes.
A Okay. And it’s Page 147
Q Yes. .

Have you seen this e-mail before?
A, I don’t think I have.
Q. If you want to take the time to

read it, I encourage you to do so...

--- (A Short Pause: Witness reviewing referenced
documentation)

A. Okay.

Q. You can see that it is at the
second page of the e-mail that CSIS is mentioned.

It reads:

“I have included the RCMP’s CITT
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Vz4

Division Analysts —--

And then we have two names, and then
“CSIS” in parenthesis.

(Reading, cont’d)

“-—- within this Message.

"If you are planning on attending
the NRCan May 23*¢ Classified
Briefing, you may wish to discuss
these concerns with the security
officials who will be 1In the
briefing room.”

To you, does this show in any way that
the Service has been sharing or collecting information
on protesters involved in the Northern Gateway
Pipeline?

A. I think the fourth paragraph on
Page 14 ---

I note that in the second sentence, if
you like, up above, right after Rick’s comment, it
says:

“CITT currently has no intelligence
indicating a criminal threat to the
NEB or its members.”

But then it goes on to say:

“...opposition...has included both
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7

lawful and unlawful actions...

Et cetera.

The fact that it appears that Dogwood
and other Environmental Groups had been spied upon, to
me, says that even those engaged in lawful actions are
viewed as a potential threat to Canada’s national
security.

From my perspective, in B.C., the
issue of tankers off our coast is sacred and it is not
a threat to national security; it’s a threat to us,
and we care deeply about that issue.

So it’s just a question of democracy.

Q. Can you tell me who the Author of
the e-mail is?

What does the e-mail address say as
far as what Organization it comes from?

A. RCMP. And when I’ve mentioned

W 1

I am not privy to all the “ins” and

It can be “RCMP/CSIS”.

Q. I understand that. But it is
important because the Committee only has jurisdiction
to oversee CSIS’s activities.

A. I see. Gotcha. Right.
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Q. The second document I would bring
to you attention is at Page 37 ---

A. The same ---

Q. Of the same Tab, yes.

--- (A short Pause)

A. Yes.

Q. Have you seen this ---

A. Sorry. Just one other little
comment, going back to that.

It talks about “these Environmental
Groups have the intent to shut down the Petroleum
Industry”.

Just to clarify, Dogwood’s position is
“no more tankers”, “no further expansion of the Tar
Sands”.

We are not people who are saying “Cut
the oil off”. We are just saying: For climate change
reasons alone, and First Nations rights, no more
expansion.

Sorry.

Q. That’s okay.

So, Page 37.

Have you ever seen this e-mail before?
--— (A Short Pause: Witness reviewlng referenced

documentation)
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A. I believe so. I am not...

That might be one that was in the
newspapers. ..

A. Yeah. I mean, I'm aware of the
issue of the Basketball Tournament and...

-—-—- (A Short Pause)

Q. Again, can you tell me who the
Author of the e-mail is? Which Organization is it
from?

A. OQkay. Rick Garber and...

--- (A Short Pause)

National Energy Board.

Q. And again, is there any indication
on this e-mail that CSIS has shared or collected
information on Dogwood or any other Group that was
involved in the Northern Gateway Pipeline Protests?

A. Well, the very first paragraph
refers to:

“...the Security Team has consulted
with CSIS at national and regional
levels; RCMP at naticnal, regional
and local...levels and conducted a
thorough review of open scurce
intelligence...”

Which I assume would be Social Media;
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things like that.

And based on that, and possibly
Informants, there are “no indications of threats toc the
Panel”.

There may be a threat to national
security in the eyes of CSIS, but not to the Panel.

Q. But you will agree with me that
this is the NEB talking in this e-mail and not CSIS?

A. Right. But it refers to
consultations and the sharing of information with C3IS
and the RCMP.

Q. It refers to a consultation.

Where does it refer to “sharing of
information”?

Where does it say that CSIS has
provided information ---

A. Well, it just says ---

You know, the very first paragraph
says that the Security Team, the NEB’s Security Team,
has “consulted with CSIS and the RCMP” at all levels
“and conducted a thorough review”.

So I am assuming that information has
been shared.

Q. Okay. So that is your assumption.

The next e-mail I would like to refer
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you to is found at Page 42...

A. Okay.

Q. Have you seen this e-mail before?

A. No, I haven’'t.

Q. Perhaps you could take a moment to
read it; and you could read, also, the next page, Page
43. .

--— (A Short Pause: Witness reviewing referenced
documentation)

A. Okay.

Q. If you start at Page 44, you will
see that it is a blank e-mail.

A. Right.

Q. You will see that it is signed by
“Sheila”, and from the bottom of Page 43, we can see
that it is “Sheila Leggett”.

A. Right.

Q. Do you know who that is?

A. No, I don’t.

Q. Because we do not see the contents
of Ms. Leggett’s e-mail, we are making assumptions, but
I can see, from the following e-mail, and e-mail from
Rick Garber ---

And again, we have established that

that is from the National Energy Board.
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of the RCMP is:

94 Vancouver, B.C.

Thursday, August 13, 2015

He sent an e-mail to “Wic”, saying:

“...J have just had the requirement
for what is essentially a
comprehensive intelligence summary
dropped on me at the end of the
day. Sigh.

“Is there any way that I could
impose c¢n you to produce a short,
high level analyses of the
likelihood/potential for aggressive
activities in Prince Rupert BC,
associated with the Enbridge
Northern Gateway Joint Review Panel

hearings?”

You will agree with me that this is

If you go just a little bit above

see that it is the RCMP.

Do you agree with me that this is the

RCMP for help?

A.

Q.

Yes.

And then we can see the response

“...We have received noc intel on

hearings. I have been advised of
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an Idle No More Rally on February 9
and on February 11, nothing on the
hearings. Vic.”
And then ---
A. On the previous page, Page 42,
though, it refers to:
“...I have calls in to CSIS and
RCMP Critical Infrastructure...”
I was taking you to Page 42.
My understanding is that the e-mails
start from ---
They go backwards. So Page 44 would
be the first e-mail; Page 43, 42, and so on.
A. Okay. Gotcha.
Q. So then you will see that Rick
Garber writes to Vic and says:
“I have calls in to CSIS and RCMP
Critical Infrastructure. I’11
share anything I get from them with
you. Is there a good time to
call...”
So again, is there any indication in
here that CSIS has actually shared information with the

A. Well, given just that statement...
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I'm sure the CSIS did call him back.

Q. But is there any indication that
information was shared?

A. I cannot say one way or another;
but it certainly seems to be implying that there could
have been.

Q. “There could have been”. But
there is no ---

A. Based on these e-mails here and, I
mean, whatever has been redacted...

I don’t know what’s in there, that
earlier e-mail.

Q. Thank you.

And the other two mentions of CSIS are
found at Page 50...

--- (A Short Pause)

A. Yes.

Q. This is a National Energy Board
document ---

Do you agree?

A. Yes.

Q. It’s called the “Enbridge Northern
Gateway Project Integrated Security, Logistics and
Communications Plan”.

A. Okay.
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Q. And it's in relation to the
Kelowna Hearings?

A. Right.

And you will see the document
contains ---

If you go to the next page, you will a
Table of Contents, and it touches on different things.
There is “Contacts”, “General Comments”, “Hearing Site,
Maps and Diagrams”, “Security and Law Enforcement
Liaison Personnel”, “Communications...”

From what I see, it’s a guide for the
people participating in these Hearings, at least from
the NEB.

A. Um-umm (Witness Nodding in the
Affirmative).

Q. And then at Section 8, which is at
Page 61, at the bottom, is a “Threat Assessment”.

A. Okay.

Q. And you will see that CSIS is
mentioned under the “National-Level Intelligence
Resources” Heading.

A. Yep.

Q. It says:

“The NEB has consulted the Canadian

Security Intelligence Service, both

100 of 340

AGCO0641




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Protected B 98 Vancouver, B.C.

Personal-Protected

Information Thursday, August 13, 2015

National Headquarters and regional
offices...”

And then there is a redaction, a
redacted sentence.

Can you point out in this document
where it would imply that the Service has actually
shared information?

To me, it just says that there was a
“consultation”.

Where does it say that the Service
provided any information to the NEB?

-—— (A Short Pause: Witness reviewing referenced
documentation)

A. In My career, when you say you
have “consulted” with an Agency or with an
Organization, obviously there has been a dialogue.

So I would assume that there had been
some information shared.

It’'s obviously not indicated here.

Q. The fifth document -- and I won’t
necessarily ask vyou questions abo&t it. I will just
refer you to it.

It is at Page 77, and it’'s the exact

same type of document, a Security Assessment, prepared

by the NEB.

101 of 340

AGCO0641



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Protected B 99 Vancouver, B.C.

Personal-Protected

Information Thursday, August 13, 2015

We have the same sentence, which
reads:
“The NEB has consulted with the
Canadian Security Intelligence
Service, both National Headquarters
”

and regional offices...

And then you have one line redacted.

A. Um-umm (Witness Nodding in the
Affirmative).

Which does make you wonder: Why is it
redacted?

MS. DION: Those are all of the
questions I have —--—-—

Sorry. One moment, please, Mr.
Member. ..
~~- (A Short Pause: Off-Record Discussion between
Respdndent’s Counsel and ER&IL Representative)

MS. DION: Thank you, Mr. Member;
thank you, Ms. Dance-Bennink.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you,
Madam Dion.

Madam Bowers, do you have any
questions for the Witness?

MS. BOWERS: I have no questions, Sir,

but I do have one clarification, for the record.
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Reference was made a couple of times
to Bill C-51 and Bill C-24. But it is Bill C-44.

So, Bill C-44 and Bill C-51.

THE WITNESS: No.

MS. BOWERS: You made a couple of
references to “C-24" ---

THE WITNESS: Bill C-24 is the one
around dual citizenship--Right?--and Bill C-51 ---

MS. BOWERS: I am sorry. I
misunderstood.

So you were talking about the “Dual
Citizenship” Bill?

THE WITNESS: Yes. And then Bill C-51
is the one that so many people are really concerned
about.

MS. BOWERS: Okay. Perfect!

That is a clarification. Thank you.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank vyou,
Madam Bowers.

Any questions in Redirect, Mr. Champ?

MR. CHAMP: No. Thank you very much,
Mr. Chair.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Very well.

Tt remains for me, Madam Dance-

Bennink, to thank you very much for having attended
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before me today to give evidence in this matter, to
answer the questions that have been put to you. 1 am
grateful. You are now excused.

THE WITNESS: Thank you.
—-—— (The WitneSS’Withdrew)

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Mr. Champ, your
next witness is Caitlyn Vernon...

MR, CHAMP: If I may have a moment,
Mr. Chair...

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Certainly.
--— (Off-Record Discussion between Complainant’s
Counsel and the Client Representative)

Procedural Discussion

MR. CHAMP: Mr. Chair, we have some
people coming in from out of town, our other witnesses,
and, unfortunately, we won’t have another witness
avallable until 1 o’clock. But our ---

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: You don’t have
a witness available at this time?

MR. CHAMP: We don’t have a witness
available right now.

The three final witnesses that we have
are Ms. Caitlyn Vernon, Ms. Nikki Skuce, and Mr.
Biggar, and we can have them go at 1 o’clock, 2

o’clock, and 3 o’clock and have them concluded this
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afternoon.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: When would the
next witness be available?

MR. CHAMP: 1 p.m.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Not before
then?

MR. CHAMP: I don’t think so. We
could perhaps try to get Mr. Biggar here the earliest;
but I don’t believe we would be able to get him here
before 1 o’clock.

Ms. Skuce is landing in about half-an-
hour or so, and Ms. Vernon is up in Burnaby.

We had initially planned to have Ms.
Skuce here earlier; however, her flight is arriving at
a later time.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: And Mr. Biggar
is ---

MR. CHAMP: We could try to contact
Mr. Biggar to get him in a little bit earlier. But I
can’t confirm that that will happen.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Could you or .
one of your colleagues do that and then report back to
me ---

MR. CHAMP: At which time would you

propose, Mr. Chair?
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THE PRESIDING MEMBER: It Is a little
early, but we could have our Luncheon Recess at this
time.

I would be ready to resume at, say —--—-

MR. CHAMP: 12:307?

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Yes.

MR. CHAMP: We could have our Luncheon
Break and then resume at 12:30.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Yes.

MR. CHAMP: And if there is any
difficulty in having Mr. Biggar here by 12:30, we can
advise the Registrar ---

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Very well.

So I will assume that Mr. Biggar will
be your next witness and that he will be available as
of 12:30.

MR. CHAMP: Yes.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: And you expect
to be -—-

Some of us, including yourself, have
to get back East.

How long do you expect to be with each
one of the next three witnesses?

MR. CHAMP: Based on how it has been

going thus far, I would think that each one of them
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would be less time even than the last two witnesses, or
roughly about the same as Ms. Dance-Bennink.

So roughly about an hour for each,
including Cross, it seems.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Assuming that
the Universe unfolds in that way, we could anticipate
having “Bob” take the Witness Stand by, say, 5 o’clock
this afternoon.

MS. DICN: I don’t see any problem
with that. If he is required earlier, that would be
fine. As I indicated, he is available as of 2 p.m.

He needs an hour’s notice to get here.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Very well.

This is tentative, but I would like to
plan for that eventuality.

Have you, as Counsel, been able to
speak about Professor Whitaker’s Evidence?

MR. CHAMP: Yes, we have, Mr. Chair,
and I can advise ---

Unfortunately, I haven’t had an
opportunity to discuss the matter with Ms. Bowers as
yvet. But Ms. Dion has indicated that the Service is
open to having Professor Whitaker submit an Affidavit
of his Evidence, provided it pleases the Committee,

that the Committee is satisfied to receive evidence in
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that fashion.

Once they receive the Affidavit, then
they will review it to determine whether they would
like to cross-examine, either in-person or perhaps even
by way of Written Questions.

We could bring Professor Whitaker to
Ottawa to be cross-examined, 1f necessary.

I believe that accurately captures our
discussions...

MS. DION: Yes, with one
clarification: Because Professor Whitaker would be
essentially testifying after the Service’s Witness has
testified, we would ask for the opportunity to present
further evidence if that need were to arise as a result
of Professor Whitaker’s Affidavit Evidence.

MR. CHAMP: An opportunity to present
further ---

MS. DION: To present further evidence
in response to Professor Whitaker’s Affidavit Evidence.

MR. CHAMP: That would be fine. We
don’t have any concern with that.

I would add this, Mr. Chair: These
Proceedings, as we know, are unique, in terms of the
usual order of things where one Side leads their case

and closes their case and then the other Side leads
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their case.

That does not necessarily follow in
these Proceedings.

We have a bit of a tight timeline
today, based on trying to get the CSIS Witness in as
well, but I would like to consult with both Ms. Bowers
and Ms. Dion at some point during the day to talk about
some of the other issues that I mentioned earlier
today, to see where we are in terms of agreeing on
certain things and then the possibility to raise with
the Committee whether or not there is a desire or a
need on the part of the Complainant to call further
witnesses.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Yes. I hear
you. I think that should be easily resolved in
consultation with Counsel for the Committee and Counsel
for the Service.

You may attempt to do that at this
time, given that your next witness is not going to be
avallable to us for another hour.

So you may be able to meet and confer
during the “Luncheon Recess”.

MR. CHAMP: Qkay. That’s fine.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: We will pretend

we are on Eastern Standard Time!
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MR. CHAMP: Yes.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: We will resume
at 12:30.

MR. CHAMP: Thank you.

MS. DION: Thank you, Mr. Member.
--- Luncheon Adjournment
-—— Upon Resuming:

Procedural Discussion, (Cont’d):

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Good afternoon,
everybody. |

Mr. Champ, Madam Bowers has reported
to me that Counsel have conferred.

I wonder if you or somebody else could
put on the record the agreement that you have
reached. ..

MR. CHAMP: Surely, Mr. Chair.

There was a concern that I had
yesterday in the light of some of the questions about
the Access to Information documents.

I wasn’t sure whether either CSIS or
the Committee, at the end, would raise issues or
concerns about the validity or authenticity of the
Access to Information documents. But I now have the
agreement of my friends that there is no dispute that

the documents in those Packages are in fact Access to
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Information documents from the National Energy Board
and from CSIS.

I also advised my friends at that time
that it was the intent of the Complainant to rely on
those documents for the truth of their contents, to the
extent that Findings could be made from what is there,
based on what is sometimes called the “Public
Documents” exception.

There is some jurisprudence around the
issue specifically of Access to Information documents
obtained from Government and the extent to which those
documents themselves can be relied upon.

I wanted to clarify that issue with my
friends to ensure that there was no concern or
confusion for any of the Parties at the end of the
Hearing, no surprises.

I just didn’t want one or both of my
friends to say: “Well, we don't even know if those are
from the NEB”, and so forth. But I can advise the
Committee that there is no dispute surrounding that.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Very well.

And you can confirm that, Madam Dion,
for the record?

MS., DION: I agree with what Mr. Champ

has just conveyed to the Committee.
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THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank vyou.

And Madam Bowers, you can confirm ---

MS. BOWERS: I can confirm that, yes.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you.

MR. CHAMP: And I want to thank my
friends for that agreement and confirmation. That is
very helpful.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: As I do. I
thank all Counsel for the agreement that has been
reached.

I understand that you also have
information to convey to me with respect to Professor
Whitaker’s Evidence...

MR. CHAMP: Yes. I can confirm that
the Parties have also agreed that Professor Whitaker’s
Evidence can go in by way of Affidavit, in Direct, and
then at that time, CSIS will advise as to the manner in
which they would like to cross-examine on that
evidence, if at all, or whether they would like to call
other evidence in the In Camera part of the Hearing,
and we are obviously in agreement with that.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: And how much
time to you need to file Professor Whitaker’s
Affidavit, Mr. Champ-?

MR. CHAMP: I would ask if I may have
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a day or two to confirm the timing, Mr. Chair.

I just have to consult with Professor
Whitaker to confirm how long —---

My anticipation would be two weeks, at
the outside.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: I see no
problem with that.

Madam Dion...?

MS. DION: No problem, Mr. Member.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Madam
Bowers...?

MS. BOWERS: That’s fine.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you.

So, in principle, unless Professor
Whitaker raises scheduling issues, you will submit the
Affidavit to the Registrar, who will circulate it to
Counsel for CSIS and the Committee, within two weeks
from today, putting that at the 27*" of August.

THE REGISTRAR: In five copies,
please.

MR. CHAMP: Yes.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Excellent!
Thank you very much.

MR. CHAMP: I can also advise the

Committee that our next witness will be Jamie Biggar,
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from the Organization LeadNow.

He is ready and available just

outside...
THE PRESIDING MEMBER: And who is 1t?
MR. CHAMP: His name i1s Jamie Biggar.
THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Oh, yes.
I will have the Registrar call in Mr.
Biggar...

--- Jamie Biggar called toc the Witness Table)

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Good afternoon,
Mr. Biggar.

THE WITNESS: Good afternoon.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: You have been
called as a witness by the Complainant in this case,
the British Columbia Civil Liberties Association.

After you have been sworn in, you are
going to be questioned by Mr. Champ, by Ms. Dion,
Counsel for the Service, for CSIS, and by Ms. Bowers,
who 1is Counsel to the Committeé.

The Registrar will now swear you in.

THE REGISTRAR: Good afternoon, Sir.

Do you solemnly affirm that the
evidence you are about to give to the Committee shall
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the

truth?
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THE WITNESS: I do.

JAMIE BIGGAR, Called and Affirmed:

THE REGISTRAR: Thank you.
For the record, would you please state
your full name, spelling your last name...
THE WITNESS: Sure. My full name is
James Joseph Cornish Biggar, and my last name is
spelled: B-I-G-G-A-R.
THE REGISTRAR: Thank you.
Secondly, I would like to read to you
Section 51 of the Canadian Security Intelligence
Service Act, which provides protection to witnesses
appearing before the Committee.
It reads as follows:
"Except in a prosecution of a
person for an offence under
section 133 of the Criminal Code
(false statements in extra-
Jjudicial proceedings) in respect
of a statement made under this
Act, evidence given by a person
in proceedings under this Part
and evidence of the existence of

the proceedings are inadmissible
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against that person in a court or
in any other proceedings.”

Do you understand?

THE WITNESS: I believe so.

THE REGISTRAR: Thank you. You may be
seated.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Mr. Biggar,
this may not be your normal way of answering questions
-— which will be put to you, initially, by Mr. Champ.

He knows, or should know, the answers
to the questions he will put to you. But I don’t. So
it is important that you direct your answers to me.

Okay?

THE WITNESS: Okay. I understand.
Thank you.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Mr. Champ...

MR. CHAMP: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Examination-in-Chief by Mr. Champ:

Q. Mr. Biggar, can you tell us, tell
the Committee Chair, where it 1s that you reside and
where you are employed?

A. Okay. I reside in Vancouver,
British Columbia, and I am employed at LeadNow.ca —-
the full legal name is “The LeadNow Society -- as the

Campaigns Director.
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Previously, until last November, I was
one of the Co-Founders and the Founding Executive
Director. I shifted to the Campaigns Director role
last November in order to focus more on our Engagement
Work.

We brought in a new Executive
Director, who now focuses on organizational
development.

Q. And how long have you been with
LeadNow in total-?

A. Prior to our Incorporation and
Public Launch, the Organization began toc come together
in the Winter of 2010.

I was leading its formation at that
time. I became its Executive Director in the Fall of
2010, and then we publicly launched ~---

I'm afraid, off the top of my head, I
can’t quite remember our date of incorporation. It is
around that period. And then we publicly launched in
the late Winter/early Spring of 2011.

So a little bit over five years now.

Q. And you refer to LeadNow as a
“Corporation”. Can you Jjust tell us a bit about
LeadNow?

What is the nature of the
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Organization? What 1is its structure? What are its
"Wision and Mission”?

A. Sure. Let me just make sure I
cover all of that: nature...

Q. I will break it down for you
afterwards. It's okay.

A. Okay.

Q. Just tell us about LeadNow.

A. Sure. As I was sayling, we are a
non-profit corporation...

Just a bit about structure, we are a
non-profit corporation, registered in Canada. We have
a Board of Directors that at the moment I believe is
made up of five members.

Those are also the Legal Members of
the Society.

We have what we describe as the
“LeadNow Community” or “LeadNow Community Members”,
which includes over 450,000 Canadians across the
country.

Those are individuals who have
participated in any of our Campaigns since our Launch
and who have remain subscribed to our primary e-mail
communications.

That is what we consider to be the
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Community that we are serving and to which we are
broadly accountable, and it is through that Community,
kind of step-by-step over the last five years, that we
have set our direction, through a series of
participatory processes, both face-to-face meetings and
online consultations. Generally, a combination of the
two.

We have three ---

Over that time period, that Community
has set three major Priorities for our Organization,
three Issue Areas, you could say, one of which is
Working for a'Strong Democracy; another is Working for
a Falir Economy; and the final is Working for a Clean
Environment.

With the nature of our work, then, in
pursuing those Objectives, I think you can understand
us fundamentally as an engagement organization.

So we engage people in coming together

to identify the kinds of issues that they want to work

on. We then help them to organize with one another to
become more effective at reaching and informing,
engaging, other Canadians in getting their messages
across.

We organize Campaigns that help that

mass of individuals to speak -- generally to
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Government, and particularly to the Federal Government
-— around particular Policy Issues and changes that we
would like to see, reflective of the Community’s
values, in relationship to those three Priority Areas.

Q. That’s great. Thank you.

You mentioned that the Community size
is around 450, 000.

What about Donors?

Roughly, what is the number of Donors,
individual Donors, to LeadNow?

A. Our core funding comes from
approximately 2,000 Monthly Donors, who provide us with
generally an average of, say, $15 to $20 a month.

That is our core funding, from about
2,000 people.

In addition to that, we solicit and
receive one-time donations from individuals, primarily,
overwhelmingly, online.

I would say that in the last —---

I was looking into this.

In the last year-and-a-half, we have
received something on the order of ---

It’s actually a little bit difficult
for us to distinguish between unigque donations versus

unique individuals donating multiple times. But it
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would ke on the order of the low ten-thousands. So,
Say, around 12,000 unique individual donors across
Canada over the last year.

Q. And ballpark, can you give us an
estimate of the Annual Budget for LeadNow?

A. In 2014, our total expenditures
amounted to a little bit higher than $1.2 million.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: $1.2 million?

THE WITNESS: Yes. I think it was
$1.28 million.

MR. CHAMP:

Q. And you are Headquartered in
Vancouver; 1is that right?

A. That’s right. I am in Vancouver.
Our Executive Director is also in Vancouver. Our
primary other Office is in Toronto, and the Chair of
our Board of Directors is located in Toronto as well.

Q. And approximately how many Staff
does LeadNow have, Paid Staff?

A. We've recently gotten a little bit
larger -- because we are doing Engagement Work around
the Election. But it’s approximately twenty full-time
employee equivalence.

Q. Thank you.

There are a few Volumes of Documents
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before you. T will ask you to turn to the Volume of
Documents that says, in the middle, “Complainant’s Book
of Documents, Volume II of II”...

A. Volume II of II. Yes.

MR. CHAMP: TFor the record, this is
Exhibit C-2.

Q. I will take you to Tab 46 in that
Volume...

A. Yes. Okay.

Q. There are a few pages here. I
will take you through them in just a moment.

This is from LeadNow’s Website; 1is
that right-?

A. That’s correct.

Q. And this first page “Vision and
Mission” ---

I think you’ve done a very good job
already of summarizing this for us. But this is a
summary of the Vision, the Objectives, of LeadNow?

A. That’s correct.

Q. Okay. Thank you.

And if you turn over to the next page,

we see that there is a picture of an Executive

" Director, and then we see “Campaigns Director”.

That is your Bio and your photo?
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A. That’s correct, yes.

MR. CHAMP: All right.

It looks like you are telling a good
joke there!

THE WITNESS: I hope so!
--- (Laughter

Q. And then the rest of the folks
here, these are all other Staff Members?

A. Yes, that’s correct...

I think there may be some ---

Q. The people who are identified as
“Organizers”, would they be paid Organizers? Or would
those be volunteers?

A. T am just going to double-check...

I know that there have been volunteers
on our Website in the past.

Flipping through the pages here,
everybody ---

Yes. So, everybody up to Page 8 of
11, which then transitions into the Board ---

Everybody prior to that is a paid
Organizer.

That is part of what I was referencing
about the fact that we have grown or bulked up quite a

bit in relation to the Election itself, primarily with
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Organizers.

Historically, we’ve only had one or
two employed at any given time.

And then following that is the Board,
all of whom are volunteers; and then, finally, on Page
10, there is the individuals that we describe as
“Champion Volunteers”.

So, people who have really gone above
and beyond as Volunteers in contributing their time and
energy to the Organization.

Q. Okay. Thank vyou.

I would now like to ask you, Mr.
Biggar, about some of the activities of LeadNow around
one specific issue, and that is o0il pipelines, and even
more specifically, the National Energy Board Hearings
into the Northern Gateway Pipeline Project.

A. Um-umm (Witness Nodding in the
Affirmative).

Q. Can you just tell us about
LeadNow’s activities regarding that Project?

A. Sure.

As I was saying previously, one of our
core Priority Areas that emerged through consultation
with our Community is “Working Towards a Clean .

Environment”, and within that category, that Priority
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Area, climate change and trying to address climate
change, the threat posed by climate change, is the top
priority.

Over the past four or five years that
we have been in operation, the question of pipeline
construction has been a central issue on the Climate
File in relationship to the broader “Clean Environment”
Questions for Canada.

In addition, in particular with the
Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipeline, there were also
concerns that we had from a “Strong Democracy”
perspective in terms of the nearly universal opposition
of First Nations Communities to the Project and the
need to incorporate their Voices in the process, as
well as the relationship between the Federal Government
and the National Energy Board itself.

Because of the connection of the
Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipeline Project to those
major Objectives for us, in particular on the “Clean
Environment” side but also, secondarily, under the
“Strong Democracy” side, we knew that that was an issue
that our Community was very interested in organizing on
and campaigning on.

We began working on that issue in

2012, in response to the comments of the then Minister
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of the Environment, Joe Oliver, that opposition -- and
I am paraphrasing -- that opposition to that Project

was coming from “foreign-funded radicals”, that kind of
language, which, from our perspective, was unfair and
incendiary, and also elevated our concerns on the
“Strong Democracy” side that the NEB process would be
unfair. |

So we launched an Online Campaign in
response to those comments, calling on Minister Oliver
to reconsider his support for the Pipeline and to
switch the focus to developing clean energy sources.

That was our first Action, as we call
them, in relation to that issue.

I believe it engaged several tens-of-
thousands of people online who sent letters.

Generally, the way we work is the
first thing we will do is what we call a very “low
barrier online Action”.

We work from an engagement philosophy
that is focused on meeting people where they’re at,
which, increasingly, is online, connecting them with an
easy action that they can do, and that then kind of
brings them into our process and our system and then we
can ask the, over time, to take what we call “higher

barrier actions” like potentially attending a Rally or
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a House Gathering on an issue; phoning an M.P.;
potentially donating to place an advertisement to
strengthen their Messaging in a newspaper.

That kind of thing.

That was our first Action on that
Issue.

Our second major Action on that Issue
came in the Fall of 2012, when we participated in the
"Defend Our Coast” Rallies.

We were the primary organizing body
for the ---

I guess you could call them the
“Satellite Rallies”.

There was a large Rally organized in
Victoria, at the Legislature.

We did not organize that. But we did
organize the Satellite Rallies at M.P. Offices across
the rest of the Province and in other communities.

I believe in total there were a
hundred communities that participated. About 10,000
people participated in those Events.

There were several other Actions,

mainly online Actions, at kind of particular moments in

the Campaign, with some of those targeted at the

Provincial Government of Christy Clark, sending
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messages to her, and then, in the kind of final months
in the lead-up to the Federal Government making its
decision, we organized another online Action to send
messages to B.C.’s Conservative M.P.s who would be
participating in that Caucus Decision, calling on them
to oppose the Northern Gateway Pipeline.

Q. Thank you.

In relation to the point you raised
about statements by Mr. Joe Oliver —--—-

If you take a look at the documents
before you, you will sée one slim Volume of Documents.

It says —--—-

A. “Supplementary Book of Documents”?

Q. Exactly. That’s it.

If you could turn to Tab -- and for
the record, that is Exhibit C-3.

If you could turn to Tab 7...

A. Tab 7. Right.

Q. This 1is a Natural Resources Canada
document “The Media Room, Natural Resources Canada”,
dated January 9, 2012.

Can you just take a minute to review
that document and let us know whether these are the
statements by Mr. Oliver that you are referring to?

A. These are the statements that I am
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referring to.

Q. For example, in the third
paragraph, it reads:

“Unfortunately, there are
environmental and other radical
groups that would seek to block
this opportunity to diversify our
trade...”

A. Yes.

Q. Would you describe LeadNow as a
“radical group”?

A. No. We, overwhelmingly...

I think if you added up the total
number of times we’ve asked people to participate in
Canada’s democratic process, it would be in the'
millions at this point.

We have been overwhelmingly channeling
people into participation and the formal channels of
political discourse in the country.

I would describe us as seeking certain
reforms, voting reform or the opening of some
regulatory bodies to public input; but I think a
“radically ideological agenda” would be a gross
mischaracterization of our Organization and our

Objectives.
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Q. Thank you.

Returning, then, to the National
Energy Board Hearings ---

You told us a bit about some of the
Events, the Campaigns that LeadNow is involved in.

I just want to clarify: Was LeadNow a
formal Party in the NEB Hearings? Were they an
Intervener?

A. No, we weren’t.

Q. Okay. Was LeadNow involved in any
organizing of events around the NEB Hearings?

A. Yes, we were involved in a few
events surrounding the NEB Hearings.

Q. Can you just tell us a bit about
those?

A. Sure. The main one was an event
in Kelowna that was ---

My recollection of it is that it was
organized to provide Workshops for citizens who were
participating in the NEB Hearings and who, in some
cases, would be at a public peaceful protest of the NEB
Hearings.

As part of our involvement, we had
sent two Staff ---

We did two different things. We sent
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two Staff, both of whom provided Workshops at that
Event, and we also sent an e-mail communication to our
Community in the Kelowna area encouraging them to
participate in those Workshops, in that Event.

The two Workshops were organized by
our National Training Coordinator at the time, Anna
McLean, and our National Organizing Coordinator at the
time -- and she is still our National Organizing
Coordinator -- Logan McIntosh.

There was a group of elderly people,
primarily, in a Church for that Event and they broke
off into Break-Out Groups, where they conducted these

different Workshops.

One of the Workshops -- I believe the

one organized by Anna McLean -- was focused on
something called “The Story of Self”, which is a
storytelling exercise that helps people to connect with
their own values, connect their feelings and thoughts
on a given issue to some of their deeper values that
have been motivating them through their lives, so that
they can better express why they are concerned about an
issue or why they would want to see a particular
change.

The second Workshop, organized by

Logan McIntosh, was focused on Creative Expression,
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which I think, in layman’s terms, means making signs
and other kinds of graphical representations to help
communicate a message, particularly in a Rally Site
medium.

Q. In the Supplementary Book of
Documents that you have before you, I will ask you to
turn to Tab 3...

A. Yes.

MR. CHAMP: Again, this is Exhibit C-
3, for the record: the Supplementary Book of
Documents.

Q. It says “Dogwood Initiative” at
the top...

A. Yes. This would be similar to —---

So, Dogwood Initiative’s e-mail ---

I believe we were co-sponsoring ---

Q. In the third paragraph, there is
reference to “LeadNow”.

A. That’s right. So I think it would
be accurate to describe us as “Co-Sponsors” of the
Event with Dogwood.

We would have sent a very similar e-
mail to the LeadNow Community in and around the Kelowna
area, inviting them to participate.

Q. And this is the event you just

132 of 340

AGCO0641




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Protected B 130 Vancouver, B.C.

Personal-Protected

Information Thursday, August 13, 2015

told us about?

A. Yes, that’s correct. This is the
event.

Q. If I could take you, now, to
Volume I of the Complainant’s Book of Documents...

A. Yes.

Q. I would like to take you, 1in that
Volume -- and again, this is Exhibit C-1, for the
record -- to Tab 4...
~—— (A Short Pause) A. Okay.

Q. In Tab 4 -- and you will see, in
the bottom right-hand corner, this long number. It
starts with an “A".

The only important part of that number
is the last three digits ---

I see. 1, 2, 3, 4. Yes.
Yes. “001”, “002”, et cetera.

QOkay.

A

I would like to take you to Page
80...

A. Page 80. Okay.

Q. Here, we’ll see —--

And just for your information, this is
a document obtained from the National Energy Board that

speaks to some of their Security views, or Threat
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Assessments.
On this page, you will see:
“(c): LeadNoew and Dogwood
Initiative: On 27 Jan, the LeadNow
and Dogwood Initiative will be
providing an afternoon workshop and
skills training that will provide
tools and strategies for community
resistance and solidarity to
members of the public.”
Does this sound like the Event that
you were talking about?
It says it’s Kelowna above ---
A. Sorry. It says above what?
Q. This is in Kelowna. They are
referring to Kelowna —--
A. Oh, I see. Regarding the event
prior to the Kelowna Hearings.
Q. The Workshop that you were
describing ---
A. Yes.
The date looks correct, and “providing
an afternoon workshop and skills training” sounds
correct. But I would dispute the objective that it

outlines here.

134 of 340

AGC0641




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Protected B 132 Vancouver, B.C.

Personal-Protected

Information Thursday, August 13, 2015

I think “community resistance” sounds
like —---

It sounds like a quite loaded way of
describing what we were offering -- which, as I said,
was a mixture of “Story of Self” Workshops and
“Creative Expression” Workshops.

There was nothing illegal or untoward
about the kinds of skills or planning that would have
been happening there.

It sounds like it’s describing the
same Event; but I would dispute the way in which it is
describing what it is that we were doing.

Q. And just for the record, has
LeadNow ever advocated violent activities as a way of
communicating a message or participating in public
issues?

A. No. Definitely not.

We take our reputation as a credible
democratic engagement organization very seriously.

As I was saying earlier, we have
focused millions of individual actions into the formal
political system through very peaceful means, such as
e-mails, phone call, social media “Shares”.

That kind of work.

Q. Mr. Biggar, I want to ask you a
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few questions about something that then followed
LeadNow’ s engagement with the Northern Gateway Pipeline
issue.

There were some News Stories that came
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out that “possibly LeadNow is being monitored or
investigated by CSIS or the RCMP for their activities
in this area”.

Are you familiar with those Stories?

A. I am familiar with them, yes.

Q. And reference to NEB Access to
Information documents, and so forth?

A. Yes. I am familiar with that.

Q. Okay. Can you tell us what
LeadNow’s initial response or view was on the Stories

or revelations that were coming out?

A. Well, we found it very concerning.

We found it very concerning particularly in the context

of Minister Oliver’s comments.

I think there was a perception amongst

our Staff Team and amongst Volunteers and folks in our
Community who we were speaking with that we were part
of a community of people that was being targeted.

There was a feeling of being targeted
and kind of puf on an “Enemy List”.

With the rhetoric from Mr. Oliver and
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with the follow-up revelations about the surveillance
of this Workshop, it created a sense for us that we ——-

We simply couldn’t even know the size
and the scope of surveillance or intelligence gathering
that was being conducted on the LeadNow Community
Members or on our Staff or our Organization.

We were alarmed by that.

And with that situated then within the
further context of ---

So, first there was Minister Oliver’s
comments, followed by the revelations that we were
being surveilled, and then, finally, in this year, Bill
C-51 and the expansion of the definition of the kinds
of activities that could be considered threats,
particularly including economic threats.

In the context of all of that, we have
really seen kind of a growing concern on the part of
our Community that it may be that they are being
targeted or watched by the Government in different
ways, and we are very concerned about that.

Q. I will ask you some further
questions about that in a moment. Before deing so,
there is one further document T would like to take you
to, and it is in Volume II of II again, the

Complainant’s Book of Documents, Volume II of II, one
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of the thick Volumes.

For the record, it is Exhibit C-2.

And the Tab I would like to take you
to is Tab 47...

A. Okay.

Q. This is a News Story that appeared
on the Vancouver Observer Website.

I will ask you to confirm that this
was an interview with someocne from LeadNow around this
issue.

A. That’s correct. This was an
interview with Julia Pope, who, at the time, was our
Director of Strategic Communications.

Q. And again, this is talking about
the Event in Kelowna, the Workshops that we were
talking about in Kelowna ---

A. That’'s correct.

Q. ~-- in the Church basement.

If we turn over the page, we see there
is a picture here of the Church basement where some of
the Meeting took place.

It looks like a picture of Celine
Trojand from Dogwood.

Do you know Ms. Trojand?

A. I do, and I agreé that that does
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look like her.

Q. You started telling us a bit about
the impact on LeadNow.

Can you tell what has been the impact
on LeadNow of these Stories coming out that LeadNow
“may be being surveilled or monitored by Government
because of their activities around the Natiocnal Energy
Board Hearings into the Northern Gateway Pipeline”?

A. Sure. Within our Staff Team,
organizationally, we have ---

Part of what is concerning about this
is that we believe that Citizens Groups, particularly
Citizen Groups engaged in peaceful democratic
processes, should be afforded privacy in relation to
the Government.

In terms of the revelation about this
spying, part of the concern that it raised for us is
the fact that we really have no way of knowing the
breadth or depth or scope of the surveillance of our
Organization and so we have come to simply assume that
any device that could be monitored or any way in which
data could be recorded in relationship to our
Organization should be treated as though it would be
public to a Spy Agency or to Government, or potentially

to the 0il Industry.
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So it has taken away from us a belief
in privacy for the Organization and so we have adopted,
essentially, an “open door” approach, an involuntary
“open door” approach, to our communications.

Within the broader community, it was
an important step -- and especially now with the C-51
Bill -- an important step on the road, starting with
Joe Oliver’s targeting of us, to a deep concern by many
Members of the Community, a concern which shows up in
our InBox, which shows up in Facebook Comments, which
shows up in conversations with Organizers and potential
Volunteers, a concern that if people participate, they
will end up on some kind of a list, that the Government
is hostile to them and to their attempts to express
themselves, and all of that has had a “chill” effect on
their participation.

I think one of the things for us
internally that has been particularly difficult about
it -- and I am focusing on the revelations of the
surveillance of this Kelowna Event -- was that it put
us in a real bind, where ---

--- (A Short Pause)

You know, on the one hand, we pride

ourselves on being open and engaging with our members;

but on the other hand, we really don’t want to scare
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people into not participating, and so we actually had
lengthy discussions at the time about whether or not to
try to more broadly publicize this Event with our own
Community. But based on the feedback that we’d already
heard from some Volunteers that they found it
frightening, we chose not to do so at the time.

So it has removed a sense of privacy
for the Organization itself and pushed us into a
position where we simply assume that we are being
surveilled at all times, given that we don’t know the
scope or the depth of surveillance that may be
occurring, and it has, frankly, scared a lot of our
Membership and made them concerned that if they
participate in normal peaceful democratic channels,
particularly through us, they may end up on a list and
that their information may be used improperly or in
some way used against thém.

MR. CHAMP: Thank you, Mr. Biggar.
Those are all the questions that I have for you.

You may be asked some questions by
CSIS Counsel and SIRC Counsel.

THE WITNESS: Okay. Thank you.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you, Mr.
Champ.

Madam Dion, do you have any questions
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for Mr. Biggar?
MS. DION: I don’t have any questions
for the Witness.
Thank you, Mr. Fortier.
THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you.
Madam Bowers...?
MS. BOWERS: Thank you, Mr. Fortier.

Examination by Ms. Bowers:

Q. I have just one question, Mr.
Biggar.

You mentioned that Joe Oliver was
targeting you.

Meaning LeadNow?

A. More specifically ---

Thank you for that clarification.

We didn’t feel that he was targeting
us specifically. We didn’t feel that he was singling
us out as an organization. But we -- “we” as in both
the Staff Team and then Members of the LeadNow
Community, particularly those in British Columbia, who
were in opposition to the Northern Gateway Pipeline --

felt that he was targeting ---

We felt that the was targeting us as a

Community and that, as an organization, as we were

engaging on the issue, that we would then fall into the
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category of ---
-—-— (A Short Pause)

T apologize. I can’t recall his exact
words to mind. But into the category of kind of
“radical ideological dgroups”, as they were described in
that Press Release.

MS. BOWERS: Thank you.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you,
Madam Bowers.

Any questions in Redirect, Mr. Champ?

MR. CHAMP: No. That’s fine. Thank
you, Mr. Chair.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Mr. Biggar, it
remains for me to thank you for having come before me
to give evidence today, for answering the questions
that have been put to you. I am grateful. You are now
excused.

THE WITNESS: Thank you, and thank you
for your time.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you.
~—— (The Witness Withdrew)

MR. CHAMP: I am quite certain we have
our next witness available outside. I think the
remaining two witnesses are now available. I will just

take a moment to confirm which one is being called
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next...

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Absolutely.

MR. CHAMP: I think it will Ms. Vernon
that we will go with first.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: It is now ten
minutes past the hour. Do you want to break until
1:157?

MR. CHAMP: That would be fine for us.

MS. DION: Also, it would give us an
opportunity to contact our Witness, so that he can
arrive a bit earlier.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Yes. Is five
minutes sufficient, or do you want ten minutes?

MS. DION: If we could have ten
minutes, that would be appreciated.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: You will have
ten minutes. Granted.

MS. DION: Thank you.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: We will
reconvene at 1:20,.

--- (A Short Recess)
--— Upon Resuming:

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: We are ready to

resumne.

Will the next Witness be Ms. Vernon?
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MR. CHAMP: That’s correct.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Very well. I
will have the Registrar show the Witness in...

--= (Caitlyn Vernon Called to the Witness Table)

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Good afternoon,
Ms. Vernon.

THE WITNESS: Good afternoon.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: You are beilng
called as a witness by the Complainant in this matter,
the British Columbia Civil Liberties Association. You
will be sworn in by the Registrar.

THE WITNESS: Thank you.

THE REGISTRAR: Good afternoon.

Do you solemnly affirm that the
evidence you are about to give to the Committee shall
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

CAITLYN VERNON, Called and Affirmed:

THE REGISTRAR: For the record, would
you please state your full name, spelling your last
name.. .

THE WITNESS: My full name is Leona
Caitlyn Vernon. I go by “Caitlyn Vernon”. And my last

name 1is spelled: V-E-R-N-0O-N.
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THE REGISTRAR: Thank you.
Secondly, I would like to read to you
Section 51 of the Canadian Security Intelligence
Service Act, which provides protection to witnesses
appearing before the Committee.
It reads as follows:
"Except in a prosecution of a
person for an offence under
section 133 of the Criminal Code
(false statements in extra-
judicial proceedings) 1n respect
of a statement made under this
Act, evidence given by & person
in proceedings under this Part
and evidence of the existence of
the proceedings are inadmissible
against that person in a court or
in ahy other proceedings."
Do you understand?
THE WITNESS: Yes, I do.
THE REGISTRAR: Thank you. You may be
seated.
THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Ms. Vernon, you
will be questioned first by Mr. Champ, Counsel for the

BCCLA, and then by Madam Dion, Counsel for CSIS, and
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then by Madam Bowers, Counsel to the Committee.

I expect that Mr. Champ knows the
answers that you will give to the questions he puts to
you, so I will ask you to please look at me, to the
extent possible, when answering the questions put to
you.

THE WITNESS: Okay.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: I appreciate
that it is not a natural instinct to look at someone
other than the person asking you the questions -- and
perhaps not polite, for that matter!

THE WITNESS: T will do my best.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you. I
appreciate it.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Good afternoon,
Ms. Vernon. I am ready to start into my questions.
Before doing so, I want to thank you very much for
coming in to be with us today.

THE WITNESS: Good afternoon.

Examination-in-Chief by Mr. Champ:

Q. I would like to start by having
yvou tell us the City in which you reside and where it
is that you are employed...

A. I live in Victoria, British

Columbia, and I work for Sierra Club of British
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Columbia Foundation.

Q. And how long have you been working
for Sierra Club BC?

A. Since 2007.
~—— (Court Reporter’s Cellular Telephone Ringing)

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Who is the
guilty party!

MR. CHAMP: I was about to say, 1
think I’'d get arrested if I were the guilty party!
--- {Laughter)

THE COURT REPORTER: My apologies, Mr.
Fortier.
--- (Cellular Telephone Removed from the Hearing Room)

MR. CHAMP: |

Q. How long have you been employed at
Sierra Club BC?

A. Since 2007.

Q. Thank you.

And can you tell us your Title and
describe for us your duties at Sierra Club?

A. Sure. I am the Campaigns
Director. I am responsible for overseeing all of our
Campaign Work, which involves supervising Staff, doing
fundraising, doing financial management, organizational

management, some human resources, and some campaigning.
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Q. Thank you.

I will come back to that in a little
bit, for more details around that, but T wondering if
you would first tell us a little bit about Sierra Club
BC, a bit about its history and what its mandate is.

Can you tell us about that?

A. Yes, sure. Sierra Club BC is a
registered charity. We were founded in 1969. Our
mandate is to protect; conserve and educate the public
about B.C.’s wilderness, B.C.’s ecosystems, in light of
the urgency of climate change.

In terms of our structure, we have a
volunteer Board of Directors and then Staff, and then a
whole bunch of Volunteers. We have Members.

Anybody donates over $10 is eligible
to be a Member and can vote at our Annual General
Meeting.

Q. Thank you.

And, ballpark, about how many Members
do you have?

A. We have about 15,000 people on our
E-mail List. |

I don’t actually know at the moment
how many of those are Members.

Q. And again ballpark, what is Sierra
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Club BC’s Annual Budget?

A. It’s amillion dollars.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: I'm sorry..."?

THE WITNESS: One million.

MR. CHAMP:

0. And how many Staff does Sierra
Club BC have?

A. We have about nine to ten full-
time equivalence, which actually is more like fifteen,
sixteen bodies, because some people are part-time.

Q. Ms. Vernon, there are three
Volumes of Documents in front of you. The one I would
like to take you to says, in the middle, “Complainant’s
Book of Documents, Volume II of II”.

A. Um-umm (Witness Nodding in the
Affirmative).

Q. Do you have that one?

A. Yes.

MR. CHAMP: For the record, that is
Exhibit C-2.

Q. If you could turn to Tab 39...

A. Yes.

Q. This is a Printout from Sierra
Club BC’s Website?

A. Yes.
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Q. And I think you have done a good
job already in describing about Sierra Club BC, as set
out there, and its history.

It was formed in 1969.

There is a reference under “Our
History” of “Sierra Club U.S. Affiliate”.

Can you tell us about the
relationship, if any, between Sierra Club BC and Sierra
Club U.S. and Sierra Club Canada?

A. Yes, for sure. Sierra Club BC is
entirely a separate entity from both Sierra Club Canada
and Sierra Club U.S.

With Siérra Club U.S., we have a
Licensing Agreement for use of the name “Sierra Club”,
as well as the logo mark, and as part of that Licensing
Agreement, we provide our Annual Report and Financial
Statements to Sierra Club U.S. As well, they have
requested that we send a representative to their Annual
General Meeting to provide a brief Report on our
activities. So our Executive Director goes there once
a year.

Beyond that, we don’t formally work
jointly on any Campaigns together.

So we are an entirely separate entity

from Sierra Club U.S.
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Similarly with Sierra Club Canada --
again, an entirely separate entity -- they also have a
Licensing Agreement with Sierra Club U.S. for use of
the name and the logo.

There used to be Sierra Club of B.C.
Chapter which was a Chapter of Sierra Club Canada, and
it’'s ---

Bear with me here.

So, the Sierra Club of British
Columbia Chapter was a separate entity from the Sierra
Club of British Columbia Foundation.

The Chapter has now been closed down.

The Bank Account has been closed down. There is no

activity in the Chapter.

So everything that happens in B.C. is
Sierra Club of B.C. Foundation.

In terms of the timeline, Jjust to give
you a sense of things, Sierra Club of B.C. Foundation
was formed in 1969 and then Sierra Club of Canada was
formed sometime in the 1990s, with a system of Chapters
around the country.

Q. That’s great. Thank you.

I just want to touch on a couple of
other documents that we have here.

Tab 40, the next tab over...
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A. Yes.

Q. I believe this is Sierra Club BC’s
2012 Annual Report.

Is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. It sets out some of the different
Campaigns that Sierra Club BC is involved in.

Is that right?

A. Yes, that we did in 2012.

Q. And I note, at Page 7, there is a
reference to the “Enbridge Joint Review Panel”.

That is the National Energy Board
Hearings?

A. Yes.

Q. We will come back to that. For
now, I just want to confirm that it is in there.

A. Yes.

Q. The next tab, Tab 41, is the
Sierra Club BC 2013 Annual Report...

A. Um-umm (Witness Nodding in the
Affirmative).

Q. And this continues to describe
some of the different Campaigns being led by Sierra
Club BC?

A. Yes.
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Q. And I see, again, at...

Sorry. I am just looking for the
pagination...

A. Apparently we didn’t do page
numbers that year.

Q. You didn't paginate this one.
Okay.

If you go just a couple of pages in,
you see “Tankers and Pipelines”.

Again, that is related to the Enbridge
proposed Northern Gateway Pipeline Project?

A. Yes.

Q. I am wondering if you can tell us
a bit about ---

We will turn to the Enbridge Pipeline
in a moment. But first, could you tell us a little bit
about how Sierra Club BC carries out its work and its
Campaigns.

What are the different sorts of
methods or techniques Sierra Club BC adopts and follows
in order to promote their goals and objectives?

A. Sure, yes.

So, our primary goal is always to
raise public awareness, to educate the public about the

ecological values in British Columbia that may be under
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threat from various Projects, and the way that we do
that is ---

We are science-based. So we produce
sclence-based reports and maps. We do Outreach.

So we might organize educational
Speaking Events. We might organize Rallies. We have
an Education Program where we educate children and
youth about environmental issues. We talk to Media.
We litigate sometimes.

We’ve been involved in a number of
Court challenges, often with other Organizations.
We...

What else do we do?

I think that is sort of the range of
things in our toolbox, primarily.

Q. That’s great. Thank you.

I would like to now ask you some
questions about, specifically, the Northern Gateway
Pipeline Project.

First of all, was Sierra Club BC a
formal Party in the National Energy Board Hearings?

A. No. We did not intervene in the
JRP process.

Q. Can you tell us what activities

you did get involved in around the NEB process?
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A. TFor sure.

So, when the Government announced the
process and put a Call out for people to participate in
it, we helped spread the word about that and let our
Supporters know that this was happening and that they
had an opportunity to participate in the public
process, should they choose to.

We also let people know that they had
opportunities to submit Written Comments.

In a couple of instances, we held
Letter Writing Parties for people to come together in a
Café and write their Written Comments/Submissions.

For those who had signed up to speak,
to give an Oral Statement to the JRP, we —---

We were getting a lot of questions
from our Supporters about what to expect and how they
should prepare. A lot of people were quite nervous.
They had never participated in this kind of a formal
Hearing process before. So we decided that we would
offer support by way of two things: we worked with a
couple of other Organizations to produce a
Backgrounder, which basically laid out: “Here’s what
the JRP is about. Here’s what to expect when you enter
the room. Here’s what 1it’s going to look like. Here

are some thoughts about how to prepare.
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We were very clear all the way along,
very careful. We were not telling people what to say.
We were letting them know that they have an opportunity
to voice their opinion and “Here’s what to expect when
you go Into the room”.

So similar to the Backgrounder, we
held a series of Webinars and a couple of in-person
Workshops, again with other Organizations, that were
about making this somewhat scary process a little bit
more comfortable for those who had signed up to
participate.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: This offer of
support was directed exclusively to your Members, or at
large?

THE WITNESS: We always advertise
things more broadly. So, for example, we would send
out an e-mail to our Members but we would also put
stuff out on Social Media, which is then available to a
much wider audience.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you.

MR. CHAMP:

Q. If you turn to Tab 43, Ms.
Vernon. ..

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Tab 437

MR. CHAMP: Yes.
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Q. The document there, at the very
top, says “Joint Review Panel Oral Statements Q&A”.

Do you recognize this document?

A. Yes. This is the Backgrounder
that I just referred to.

Q. Can you take a look through it and
tell us whether there is anything else in there ---

I think it is, as you say, just
reinforcing all of the things you were telling us
about. But we also see things in here like the lists
0of the different Hearings, and so forth.

Just take a flip through the document
to see whether there is anything else you would like to
add around this Education Project...

-—-- (A Short Pause: Witness reviewing referenced
documentation)

A. Yes. Again, it’s about making the
process easier for people who are not familiar with
participating in that kind of a public process. So,
you know, dates and locations ---

It was confusing, frankly. It was
confusing in terms of knowing where things were going
to be happening and what was going to be allowed, on
whether you could bring somebody with you or not, and

SO Oon.
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Lots of people had gquestions on the
process.

Also, as a part of this Backgrounder,
we are also directing people to ask the NEB directly,
if they have questions.

So really this was kind of a summary
of questions that we were hearing from our Supporters
and the guidance that we were getting from the NEB that
we could share kind of broadly, rather than just
answering people one at a time.

As I say, we were getting a lot of
questions.

Q. If you go to the last page of this
document, Page 10...

A. Yes.

Q. There is a reference to "Other
Resources: Upcoming Webinars”.

Canvyou Just tell us about that?

A. Yes. So those are the Webinars
that I referred to previously.

Some people like to prepare by reading
things, and other people like to prepare by talking it
through and having opportunity to ask questions.

We joined together with a number of

other Organizations to basically talk through this Q&A
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Backgrounder in the format of a Webinar and then
provide people the opportunity to ask their questions.

I personally wasn’t involved in giving
them, but I was involved in the planning of them, and a
colleague of mine at Sierra Club was involved in giving
the Webinars.

Q. And these Webinars were co-
presented or prepared by Sierra Club BC and some of its
Partners, including, as I see here, Dogwood and
ForestEthics.

A. Yes. That is correct.

Q. Ms. Vernon, I want to show you a
few documents that are from the package of Access to
Information documents from the National Energy Board.

I will ask you to go to a different
Volume now, Complainant’s Book of Documents Volume I of
II, the other thick Book you have before you...

A. Okay.

Q. And specifically, I will ask you
to turn to Tab 4...

A. Yes.

Q. There are some numbers in the
bottom right-hand corner. The important numbers there
are the last three digits.

Those give us the page numbers.
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I would like to take you to Page 35
under this Tab...

A. Yes.

Q. A couple of things here. First,
at the top, there is a Heading that reads “Twitter”,
and then down a few lines, it reads:

“Sierra Club BC Enbridge hearings
Continuing Today - we’ll be live-
tweeting highlights from the
testimony in Vancouver starting at
I p.m.”

Does that accurately describe what
Sierra Club was doing in relation to the Vancouver
Hearings?

A. Yes. By the time the Hearings got
to Victoria and Vancouver, they were no longer open to
the public. The only people allowed in the Hearings
were the Interveners and ---

Sorry. I can’t remember what they
were called.

-- the people who were giving Oral
Statements, and they were allowed to bring one guest
with them.

So they were not open to the public.

But there was a lot of interest in knowing what was
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happening.

There were Sites set up on the other
side of town where people could watch the Hearing on a
big screen -- which is a bit different from being there
in-person.

So we would set ourselves up at the
Site across town and get on Twitter and share some of
the testimony that was being presented inside the
Hearings.

Q. And we see, a bit further down on
that same page, it says "“Sierra Club BC Statement on
Civil Disobedience”.

Can you tell us about Sierra Club BC’s
position on civil disobedience and what the
Organization was saying about civil disobedience in
connection with the NEB Hearings?

A. Yes. We have a very clear Policy
on civil disobedience.

We do not do civil disobedience. We
do not condone or promote civil discbedience.

We are a charitable organization that
operates within the bounds of the law and within the
bounds of what registered charities are allowed to do.

We do all that we can within the

bounds of the law to raise awareness about the
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ecological values that are at stake. But we do not do
civil disobedience.

It is a very clear Policy.

Q. Thank you.

Can you flip back a few pages 1in this
package to Page 28...

So, “028” in the bottom right-hand
corner.

A. Yes.

Q. At the top of this document, it
says "“Open Source Intel as at 31 January 2013”7, and
then it says:

“Sierra Club’s Michael Brune on
Keystone XL and civil
discbedience...”

And under the picture, the first big
paragraph reads:

“Earlier this month, Sierra Club
Executive Director Michael Brune
announced the Club would, for the
first time in its long and storied
history, officially participate in
an act of civil disobedience --
that is, break the law ---

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: What page are
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you on-?
I am sorry...
MR. CHAMP: Page 28. “028”.
THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Page 28 under
Tab 42
MR. CHAMP: That’s right.
THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you.
MR. CHAMP:
Q. Again, at the top, it says "“Open
Source Intel as at 31 January 2013”7, and then "“Sierra
Club’s Michael Brune on Keystone XL”; then there is a
photograph, and then the first big paragraph reads:
“EFarlier this month, Sierra Club
Executive Director Michael Brune
announced the Club would, for the
first time in its long and storied
history, officially participate in
an act of civil disobedience —-
that is, break the law. The
target? The Keystone Pipeline...”
Was Sierra Club BC involved in this
civil disobedience?
A. DNo. Not in any way. Like I said
before, we are an entirely separate Organization. We

had nothing to do with this Action or this decision --
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which I understand was a one-time event for Sierra Club
u.s.

So, we were not involved in any way,
shape or form.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: What you are
telling me is that this is Sierra Club U.S.A.?

THE WITNESS: That’'s correct.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: How do I know
that from just looking at this page?

Looking at Page 28, how do I know that
this is not Sierra Club BC but, rather, Sierra Club
U.s.?

THE WITNESS: In all of our
Communications and all of our materials, we are “Sierra
Club BC”, which is short form for “Sierra Club of
British Columbia Foundation”.

And Sierra Club Canada is always
“Sierra Club Canada”.

Sierra Club U.S., because they have
been around for 130 years and they’ve got some
seniority over us, they get to be just “Sierra Club”.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: I see. Thank
you.

MR. CHAMP:

Q. And the Executive Director,
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Michael Brune, do you know who that is?
A. I don’t know him personally, no.
Q. But you know of him, of who that
person ---
I know of him, yes.
And who do you know him to be?
I know him to be ---

Does he work for Sierra Club BC?

» o » O p

He works for Sierra Club U.S.

MR. CHAMP: Thank you.

It’s a little “lawyer’s” thing in
terms of the way I have to frame my questions.

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR. CHAMP:

Q. Do you have any idea as to how the
NEB came into possession of that Story or that
information?

A. No, I have no idea.

Q. At Page 36 of the document -- and
again, this is Tab 4.

At the top, it says “0il Spill
Stories: Vanccuver”, and it goes on to say:
“At the community hearings on
Enbridge propose Northern Gateway

Pipeline and Tanker Project wrap
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up, jein us for an evening of

powerful stories that highlight the
need for all of us to take a stand
to protect our water from spills.”

And then it says that this is being
held on January 31st, 2013, 1in Vancouver.

Did Sierra Club BC have any
involvement in that Event?

A. No, we didn’'t. I was there,
actually, as an interested listener, audience member.
But we were not involved in the organizing.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Who organized
this Event?

THE WITNESS: I believe it was
organized by ForestEthics.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: By...?

THE WITNESS: ForestEthics.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Yes. I see the
Contact Name and E-mail Address.

MR. CHAMP:

Q. Ms. Vernon, there were some
Stories in the Press in late 2013 indicating that
certain groups involved in or opposed to Northern
Gateway Pipeline Project were being monitored or

surveilled by the RCMP and CSIS.
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Were you aware of those Stories?

A. Yes. |

Q. You are familiar with those
Stories?

A. Yes.

‘And we have now seen that there is
some reference to Sierra Club BC in some of these
documents from the National Energy Board.

What impact did those Stories have on
Sierra Club BC, its Staff and its Supporters and
Volunteers?

A. Yes. There has been gquite an
impact, on a number of levels. 1I’ve heard, both
informally from Staff and Volunteers and Board Members,
and slightly more formally, I guess, in Meetings, of
some of the concerns that people have héd as a result
of these Reports.

Some of them are around people being

I would say that Staff and Volunteers
were quite upset and anxious, and fearful, in
particular, of being monitored.

There were questions like: Are our e-
mails being read? Are cur phones being tapped?

People were starting to question: If
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somebody new comes to a Volunteer Meeting, are they an
infiltrator? Are they trying to gather information on
us? Or are they actually wanting to support our work?

There was kind of a sense of paranoia,
I guess.

You know: We are operating within the
becunds of the law. We are operating within the
Charitable Guidelines. We are not deing anything
wrong. And yet we feel like we’re being put to this
level of scrutiny. We feel like we are being painted,
somehow, as less-than-hcnest, even though we are
entirely operating above-board and within the law.

Concerns have been expressed about:
What does this mean for people’s job prospects, if they
want to meet a Security Clearance for some kind of a
job or they want to work for the Federal Government 1in
the future?

What deoes this mean for the ability of
Sierra Club BC Staff to cross the Border, for example?

There are quite a number of concerns
of those types that have been raised since these
documents were released in 2013.

There has also been a hesitancy around
what we can say, I guess. There is a “chill” factor.

Really, that is what has gone on.
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As a charitable organization, most of
our work is around raising public awareness and
educating on ecological values.

We are allowed 10 percent of our time
and resources to be spent on what is called “political
activity”, which is engaging and mobilizing members of
the public to be speaking up for the protection of
those ecological values.

The “chill” factor has made 1t such
that we are operating way, way, way below our allowable
10 percent limit on that because of this fear of
heightened scrutiny ---

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Ten percent
of...?

THE WITNESS: Ten percent of our time
and resources, and finances, 1s allowed for political
activity.

The “chill” is such that we are being
way more cautious than we are legally required to be,
which ---

There are a couple of “big picture”
ways that that affects Sierra Club’s work.

One is the amount of ---

I mean, it makes it more difficult for

us to raise awareness, I guess, of environmental issues
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and to get people involved in a robust public debate on
these issues when members of the public and our
Supporters are saying that they’re scared to sign
Petitions or they’re scared to come to some kind of an
event because they might be monitored or put on some
unknown Federal list. They might be scared to donate,
to have their name associated with Sierra Club of B.C.

It also has been a challenge for us
because the sense of this heightened scrutiny, the
sense of this “chill”, made it so that our Board of
Directors got nervous, our Senior Management got
nervous.

Again, we operate entirely within the
law. We have been super-proactive about putting really
rigorous administrative policies in place prior to 2013
about tracking our degrees of political activity.

So even though we had really good
Policies in place, the sense of chill and the sense of
nervousness meant that Staff time and organizational
resources got diverted from doing our work in the
world, which is raising public awareness on ecological
issues, and got pivoted towards spending more time and
resources on administrative tasks, kind of in
preparation for this degree of scrutiny that was being

felt.
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We’ve heard from Volunteers that some

people are scared to get involved. There is a lot of

nervous joking that goes cn about being monitored,

about being on some list and being watched.

put on their

told me that

they thought

street”, and

generated by

Board? Have

any concerns

Many of them

People are concerned about what they
personal Social Media.

Just yesterday, actually, a Volunteer
somebody didn’t sign a Petition because
that signing Petitions was now illegal.

So that’s what we are hearing “on the
that’s the kind of fear that has been
these documents.

Q. What about the Sierra Club BC
the Sierra Club BC Board Members expressed
around these issues?

A. Yes, definitely.

Our Board is made up of volunteers.

are Professionals in various Disciplines.

They take their roles as Board Members and their

reputations very sericusly. They see themselves as

contributing

Board.

to civil society in their role on the

They have told me that they felt ---

You know, the words they used were

“shock”, “pain”, “distress”.
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In theilr role in civil society, what
they are doing is raising awareness about the Climate
Science and they feel that, in doing so, they would be
considered “enemies of the State”, that they would be
spied on, and all of that created a huge degree\of
distress and upset and led the Board, as a result, to
basically ask Staff to do this extra level of
administrative scrutiny, way, way, way over and above
what was needed -- because we’d already done it and we
were already operating with robust rigorous policies
within the necessary guidelines.

Q. Ms. Vernon, I just have a couple

of questions arising out of what you have just told us.

First of all, the extra administrative

level of scrutiny, that is scrutiny related to what
exactly again?

A. This is primarily around...

--- (A Short Pause)

The sense is that as a charitable
organization, we are going to potentially lose our
charitable status -- that is always a fear -- because
the Federal Government is going to do some kind of an
Audit, which we are actually in the middle of an
extensive CRA Audit, along with a number of other

Environmental Organizations across the country.

173 of 340

AGC0641



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Protected B 171 Vancouver, B.C.

Personal -Protected

Information Thursday, August 13, 2015

These documents that were released in
2013 come in the wake of the verbal attacks, for lack
of a better word, of a Federal Minister against
Organizations like Sierra Club BC.

And since then, there has been Bill C-
51.

So there is this climate of fear that
has been created that Environmental Charities that are
trying to play a role in civil society and trying to
raise really important issues, such as climate change,
are being scrutinized really closely, spied on,
potentially; audited.

We don’t really know what’s going on.
But there is this fear that even though we are
operating within all of the rules, somehow the Federal
Government is going to take away our charitable status.

I guess that is the ultimate fear.

Q. You made mention of the “enemies
of the State” comment.

Where does that come from?

A. I believe that comes from Minister
Joe Oliver, in some of his comments, which were
earlier, in 2012.

Q. You mentioned an Audit by Canada

Revenue Agency.

174 of 340

AGC0641




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Protected B 172 Vancouver, B.C.

Personal-Protected

Information Thursday, August 13, 2015

Are you trying to draw some kind of
connection between potential CSIS monitoring and the
CRA Audit?

A. I would say it’s a suspicion. We
obviously don’t know.

Being audited is a normal part of
being a Charity.

That is understandable. But the
extensive in-depth Audits that are happening to
Environmental Charities, including the Sierra Club BC,
right now across the country is unprecedented.

I don’t know for sure that there 1is a
connection; but it’s this heightened level of scrutiny
that we feel like we are under.

Q. Ms. Vernon, there is one last
document I want to take you to. It is in Volume II of
II; Complainant’s Book of Documents Volume II of II,
Exhibit C-2...

Yes.
If you go to Tab 45...

Yes.

© ¥ o ¥

Tab 45 is a Print-0ff from the
Huffington Post B.C. Site, and the Title of this
Article is “Why is the country I love spying on me”,.

This is an Article by yourself.
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Is that right?
A. That’'s correct.
Q. I don’t want to go into the

detail, but this is something that you wrote shortly

~after the initial Vancouver Observer Story.

Is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. And it articulates and expresses
some of your concerns at that time?

A. Yes.

MR. CHAMP: I will just be a moment,
Mr. Chair...

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Certainly.
-—— (A Short Pause: Off-Record Discussion between
Complainant’s Counsel and Client Representative)

MR. CHAMP: Thank you, Ms. Vernon.
Those are all of my questions.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you, Mr.
Champ.

While we are looking at Tab 45, this
Article that you wrote for the Huffington Post, I note,
in the first paragraph, the first line: “Last week, I
found out that my government 1s spying on me...”
I am trying to reconcile this, Ms.

Vernon, to what you told me about ten minutes ago,
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which I made a note of, that being “we don’t really
know what is going on now”.

How do you reconcile your very clear
evidence in answer to questions from Mr. Champ that you
“don’t know what is going on now” and what you wrote
here in November of 2013, where you are affirming,
categorically, that you found out that the Government
was spying on you?

THE WITNESS: Yeah. The documents
released under the Access to Information Request
clearly outline that the NEB was consulting with CSIS
and the RCMP, that monitoring was happening, including
of Sierra Club BC

What I don’t know is what that
monitoring looks like.

What I don’t know is whether our
phones or e-mails are being monitored; whether our
Volunteer Meetings are being infilitrated; whether
people are showing up at our Events to monitor what 1is
happening.

That’s what I don’t know. But the
documents released make very clear that these
conversations were happening, that monitoring was
happening, that intelligence had been gathered.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: That is the
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conclusion that you reached after you had read those
documents ---

THE WITNESS: That’s correct.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: -- obtained
under the Access to Information method?

THE WITNESS: That’s correct.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Okay. Thank
you.

Madam Dion...?

MS. DION: I do have just a few
questions for the Witness.

Thank you, Mr. Fortier.

Cross-Examination by Ms. Dion:

Q. Are you aware of the Service's
mandate, Ms. Vernon?

A. Not in detail, no.

Q. Are you aware that CSIS is
prohiited from collecting information, by investigation
or otherwise, on lawful advocacy, protest, or dissent,
unless it is conducted in conjunction with activities
that would consitute a threat to the security of
Canada?

A. Yes, I am aware of that.

Q. And do you share that knowledge

with people that express their concerns to you about
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their activities being monitored by Security
Intelligence in Canada?

A. The evidence, as I understand 1it,
shows that CSIS is perhaps doing something outside the
scope of their mandate.

Q. When people are telling you things
-- and you have given the example that somebody told
you that they thought signing a Petition was illegal --
do you correct them, saying: No. Signing a Petition
is something that is legal and within your rights.

A. Yes. Bbsolutely, we do that.

Q. But knowing that the Service is
prohibited from investigating lawful advocacy, protest
and dissent, you don’t share that with people that
express concerns to you?

A. I don’t share details of the
mandate, no. What I share is that “it’s ocur right to
express our opinion and to engage in democratic
processes and our right to sign a Petition and go to a
Rally and speak out”.

That is what I say.

MS. DION: I have no further
questions. Thank you.

Thank you, Mr. Fortier.

MS. DION: Thank you, Madam Dion.
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Madam Bowers, any questions for the
Witness?

MS. BOWERS: No, Mr. Fortier. Thank
you.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Ms. Vernon, I
am very grateful to you ---

Sorry. Do you have any questions in
Redirect, Mr. Champ?

MR; CHAMP: I do have one follow-up,
not so much Redirect.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Yes.

(To the Witness): That means that Ms.

Dion asked you a question that leads Mr. Champ to ask
you an —--

THE WITNESS: Another one.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: -- an
additional question.

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR. CHAMP: Actually, Mr. Chair, it’s
in relation to the question that you put to her that I
wish to clarify.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Oh!

(To the Witness): It’s the question
that T put to you.

Re-Examination by Mr. Champ:
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Q. It is in relation to the Article
in the Huffington Post, where you said:
“Last week, I learned that my
government 1is spying on me...”
I will just take you to the Article
that I believe prompted your statement...

It is in the Complainant’s Book of

Documents, Volume I of II.

A. Yes.

Q. If you go to Tab 9...

A. Yes.

Q. This is a Story from the Vancouver

Observer:
“Harper government’s extensive
spylng on anti-oilsands groups
revealed in FOIs...”
It is dated Novemer 19, 2013, which is
the month before your Article in the Huffington Post.
Is this the Article that you were
referring to?
A. Yes.
Q. If we go through it, there are a
couple of things...
If you go to Page 3 of 5...

A. 7T can’'t see the numbers, but I am
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Q. Yes. Sorry. It’s in the left-

hand corner of —---

other direction,

enlarge”, and in

halfway down the

page, 1t says:

Affirmative).

for it now...

A. I know. It is punched.

If it is the third page, I'm good.

Q. Or if you are coming from the

the third-last page.

There are two “click on image to

the middle there is one that starts...
Right in the middle of the page, about

page, or exactly halfway down the

“On May 23, 2013..."

A. Um—umm (Witness Nodding in the

Are you with me on that?

10

A. Yes.
0. It says:
“On May 23, 2013...7

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: I am looking

-—— (A Short Pause)

Oh, vyes. I have it.
MR. CHAMP:

Q. It reads:
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“On May 23, 2013, Natural Resources
Canada hosted a 'Classified
Briefing for Energy and Utility
Sector Stakeholders’ in
collaboration with CSIS and the
RCMP at CSIS’s Headquarters in
Ottawa.”

we go down to the last paragraph,

“An Agenda obtained by Tim Groves
and Martin Lukacs at The Guardian
last month revealed that breakfast,
lunch and coffee was sponsored by
Enbridge and a networking reception
held at the Chateau Laurier was co-
hosted by Bruce Power and
Brookfield Renewable Energy
Partners. Meetings during this

conference included...”

And going over the page:

“...’challenges to energy projects

by environmental groups’.”

The reference to “challenges to energy

projects by environmental groups”, did you interpret

that to be referring to Sierra Club BC?
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A. Yes -- because we were listed in
the information that had been released. |

Q. And challenging energy projects,
or challenging the Northern Gateway Pipeline proposed
by Enbridge, does that, in your view, constitute a
“threat to the security of Canada”?

A. No. And actually, one of my first
-- and I talk about it in the Article I wrote. But one
of my responses when I found out about all this was
that the real threat to national security in Canada is
climate change, which the Enbridge Northern Gateway
Joint Review Panel didn’t even allow us to talk about.

So Sierra Club BC is a charitable non-
profit organization. We have been trying to raise
awareness about a very serious science-based issue that
is going to affect all of us, that is going to affect
the sécurity of all of us.

We are not the ones that are the
threat. Climate change is the real threat.

Q. There is an excerpt from an actual
document there, “CLassifed Briefing for Energy and
Utility Sector Stakeholders”, and then under that it
says “Hosted by Natural Resources Canada 1in
ccllaboration with CSIS and the RCMP...”

Do you see that?
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A. Yes.

Q. And then: “Location: Canadian
Security Intelligence Service, 1941 Ogilvie Road,
Ottawa, Ontario”; and then, at the bottom, we see:

“...breakfast, lunch and coffee
sponsored by Enbridge...”

Was there any time when Sierra Club BC
was invited to a Stakeholders’ Consultation by CSIS?

A. No.

Q. You didn’t get any Invitations
from CSIS ---

A. No. We have received no
Invitations from CSIS.

MR, CHAMP: Thank you. Those are all
the questions I have.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you, Mr.
Champ.

Ms. Dion, any dquestions arising...?

MS. DION: No. Thank you, Mr.
Fortier.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Ms. Bowers...?

MS. BOWERS: No. Thank you.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Then, I will
thank you officially for having attended before me to

give evidence today. I am grateful.
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You can now go back to Victoria.

THE WITNESS: Will do. Thank you very
much.

--— (The Witness Withdrew)

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: The next
Witness is Nikki Skuce...

MR. CHAMP: She 1s here. We are in
your hands, Mr. Chair. Are you prepared to go straight
on with the next Witness?

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Yes -- if
Counsel is so prepared.

MR. CHAMP: Yes.

MS. DION: Yes.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Very well. I
will have the Registrar bring the Witness in...

MR. CHAMP: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

-—— (Nikki Skuce Called to the Witness Table)

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Good afternoon,
Ms. Skuce. You are being called as a witness in this
matter by the British Columbia Civil Liberties
Assoclation. Before you give evidence, I am going to
ask the Registrar to swear you in.

Okay?

THE WITNESS: Sure.

THE REGISTRAR: Good afternoon, Ms.
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Skuce.

Do you solemnly affirm that the
evidence you are about to give to the Committee shall
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth?

THE WITNESS: I do.

NIKKI SKUCE, Called and Affirmed:

THE REGISTRAR: For the record, would
you please state your full néme, spelling your last
name. . .

THE WITNESS: Sure.

My name is Nikki Susan Skuce, and my
last name is spelled: S-K-U-C-E.

THE REGISTRAR: Thank you.

Secondly, I would like to read to you
Section 51 of the Canadian Security Intelligence
Service Act, which provides protection to witnesses
appearing before the Committee.

It reads as follows:

"Except in a prosecution of a
person for an offence under
section 133 of the Criminal Code
(false statements in extra-
judicial proceedings) in respect

of a statement made under this
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Act, evidence given by a person
in proceedings under this Part
and evidence of the existence of
the proceedings are inadmissible
against that person in a court or
in any other proceedings.”

Do you understand?

THE WITNESS: I think so.

So that means that I am not on trial;
that I am just here ---

--—- (Laughter)

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: I assure you,
Ms. Skuce, that you are not at all on trial. You are
here to help me.

THE WITNESS: Right. Thank you very
much.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: In the process
of assisting me, you will be questioned first by Mr.
Champ, Counsel for the BCCLA, following which you may
be asked questions by Madam Dion, Counsel for CSIS, and
by Madam Bowers, Counsel for the Committee.

THE WITNESS: Okay.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Mr. Champ...

MR. CHAMP: Thank you very much, Mr.

Chair.
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Ms. Skuce, it is a real pleasure to
meet you in-person. Thank you so much for coming down
to be with us this afternoon.

I have some questions for you
regarding your work and your background, as well as the
work of ForestEthics.

Examination-in-Chief by Mr. Champ:

Q. To start off, I will just ask you
to tell us the City in which you live and what your job
is, along with a bit about your background.

A. Sure. I live in Smithers, British
Columbia. I have been living there since 2001. I
moved up there to work for a small non-profit
organization called “One Sky”, which focused mostly on
local and international issues. So, working on energy,
for instance, at the local level; helping with the
Community Energy Plan.

And internationally, working at the
United Nations level, coordinating Canadian non-profits
around the World Summit on Sustainable Development.

I was on the Canadian Delegation for
that in Johannsburg.

But then we also had capacity
development projects in places like Nigeria and Sierra

Leone, and I coordinated the Sierra Leone Project.
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That’s a little bit about my
background.

I moved from that to working with
ForestEthics, which I will probably talk about more,
working more on issues affecting people and ecosystems
in the Province, and I left ForestEthics in the middle
of November and I am now doing other things.

S0, yes.

I live there with my partner and a
couple of kids.

Q. So you are not with ForestEthics
at this time?

A. That’s right.

Q. But you were their Senior Energy

Campaigner for five years--Is that right?--or six

years.

A. Yes. Almost six years.

Q. Thank you.

I will now take you to a couple of
documents.

First, you have three Volumes before
you. One is the Complainant’s Book of Documents,
Volume II of II.

It is one of the larger Books.

A. Okay.
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MR. CHAMP: For the record, that is
Exhibit C-2, for everyone else.

Q. If you could go to Tab 32 in that
Volume...

A. Yes.

Q. I think this is a Printout from
the ForestEthics Website from when you were still with
ForestEthics...

A, Yes.

Q. And we see there that it describes
a little bit about your Bio...

A, Um-umm (Witness Nodding in the
Affirmative).

Q. You joined ForestEthics in 2009,
with the SMithers, B.C. Office...

A. Yes.

Q. And then we also see the reference
to the World Summit on Sustainable Development, in
2002.

That is the one you were referring to?

A, Yes.

Q. It also says that you sit on
several Boards.

Do you still sit on a number of

different Boards of Organizations?
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A, Yes, I do. I sit on the Buckley
Valley Community Arts Council and a Car Share Co-Op
Board, at the moment.

Q. And previously, you sat on other
Boards, including the Canadian Renewable Energy
Alliance, Smithers Sustainable Advisory Committee, and
so forth?

A. Yes.

Q. And you have a Degree in Canadian
Studies and International Relations from UBC?

A. Yes.

Q. If you could turn a couple of Tabs
over, to Tab 34...

A. Yes.

Q. I believe this is your C.V. that

was used when you testified before the National Energy

Board.

Is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. And I will talk more about that in
a moment.

For our purposes now, does this
accurately set out your work and education, and your
Volunteer history?

A. Yes, it does.
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Q. I see at Page 2, under “Volunteer
Experience”, a lot of different Organizations: GO2Z Car
Share, Hometown Heroes, Smart Growth, Buckley Valley
Folk Music, Humanities and Science.

So you have been involved in Activism
for quite some time?

A. Yes, I have.

Q. Ms. Skuce, I want to ask you, now,
some questions about ForestEthics itself.

I am wondering if you can just tell us
about the Organization: it’s mandate or objectives and
how it is structured.

A. Sure. ForestEthics was founded on
both sides of the Border from the beginning. So it is
registered as a Charity in the United States.

In Canada, initially it was a Project
of Tides Canada, before becoming a non-profit -- which
I think we’ll talk about at some point.

Initially, the goal ---

I guess the goal of ForestEthics has
always been to improve conservation, and the niche, I
guess, or the way that ForestEthics mostly operates is
by looking at Markets.

So, who was buying the forest and the

wood products out of Clagquout Sound, for instance,
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figuring that that was a way to try to change
behaviour, to move towards Forest Certification. So to
improve logging practices and increase conservation on
the Coast of British Columbia.

So that is its origins.

The Organization, when I started, had
moved to also address climate and energy issues.

It still kept its name,
“ForestEthics”; but when I came on, it was also ---

The Organization worked a lot on the
Great Bear Rain Forest, trying to get that protected,
and a different kind of ecosystem-based management on
forest practices.

Given that the tankers or the Enbridge
Nbrthern Gateway Pipeline would be going through the
Great Bear Rain Forest, and given the fact that we were
also working on an Ad Campaign to try to improve
protection of the Boreal Forest, where the Tar Sands
are, it sort of was a good project to focus on, given
the links to the Forest, although we mostly talked
about energy issues.

Q. If you could turn to -- and I will
unpack some of the things you have told us in just a
minute. But if you could turn to Tab 31 in the Volume

that you have before vyou...
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Again, for the record, this is Exhibit
C-3, Complainant’s Book of Documents, Volume II of II.

A. Yes.

Q. The document at Tab 31, at the
top, says “ForestEthics Advocacy”.

A. Um-umm (Witness Nodding in the
Affirmative).

Q. And it says "“About ForestEthics
Advocacy Assoclation”.

It says it was founded in 2012.

Does that mean that ---

You mentioned that it was “on both
sides of the Border”.

I gather you are referring to the
United States...

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And so does that mean that
it was founded on both sides of the Border in 20122 Or
what was founded in 2012, exactly?

A. No. What happened was ---

When it was founded, ForestEthics in
Canada was a project of Tides Canada. Before this
became more public knowledge, Tides was undergoing
their fourth Audit and was under increasing presure,

given some of the work that we were doing under their
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umbrella. So —--—-

Q. Let me just stop you there for a
moment.

“Tides Canada” is a Canadian
Charitable Foundation.

Is that right-?

A. Yes.

Q. And did ForestEthics have --
“ForestEthics Canada”, if I can describe it that way --
have independent status at that time?

A. No. It was bound by Tides’
charitable status and Board, and that sort of thing.

Q. Okay. So I will ask you to go.
What happened with that relationship with Tides Canada?

A. Well, we were sort of under
increasing —---

Tides was coming under increasing
scrutiny because of the work that we were doing on the
Enbridge Campaign and on a Markets Campaign, looking at
where Tar Sands fuel was going in the United States,
and then with Joe Oliver’s Letter that came out in
early January 2012 calling anyone who oppsed the
Northern Gateway Pipeline “radicals” and then the sort
of notion that we were potentially “enemies”, we

decided that it would be best if we left our
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relationship with Tides on a positive note, given that
they do so much good work —---

They have a lot of social-justice and
community and environmental projects.

So we wanted to leave that, and also
to be not bounded by the “10 percent” rule, the 10
percent political advocacy, and so we decided to
register as a non-profit and focus a little bit more on
democracy, on being able to speak out a little bit
more, because this was pretty —---

You know, these things were feeling
threatening in terms of our democracy in Canada.

So we registered as a B.C. non-profit
in 2012 and changed the name. We just added the
“Advocacy”.

Q. So that is when it became a
separate legal entity, in 20122

A. Yes.

Q. And just to be clear, the
ForestEthics Advocacy entity that was founded in 2012,
that is a non-charitable organization?

A. Yes.

Q. But it is a non-profit Society ---

A. It is a registered non-profit

Society, yes.
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Q. Thank you. That is helpful.

And how does ForestEthics ---

Well, we’ll go through this document
that we have here.

First of all, we see, on the second
page, that the Headquarters of ForestEthics is in
Vancouver.

Is that right-?

A. Yes.

Q. And do you know approximately how
many Staff Members ForestEthics has?

A. At the moment, I think there are
four.

Q. Four Paid Staff?

A. Four or five. Yes.

Q. And do you know, ballpark, what
the Budget is for ForestEthics Advocacy?

A. Since leaving it in November, I am
not sure, but I think in general ---

Q. Yes. During the time that you
were there.

I appreciate you left over six months
ago.

A. I think it was...

--- (A Short Pause)
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I don’t want to get this terribly
wrong. . .

MR. CHAMP: If you are not
comfortable...

THE WITNESS: You know, I imagine...
-—-— (A Short Pause)

I think it was somewhere around half-
a-million dollars.

Q. Okay. And does ForestEthics have
Members or Volunteers that are involved with
ForestEthics?

A, Yes. Sometimes we have volunteers
to help out with events.

We do a lot of Outreach activities.
S0, people would sign Pledge Cards, and then we would
have to do a lot of data entry just to get them within
our List of Supporters.

We weren’t Membership-based; but we
do have a significant List of Supporters to call on for
doing education and outreach, and, you know, inviting
them to take action.

Q. Yes. Can you give us, now, a
little bit more detail about the activities that
ForestEthics engages in to advance these objectives and

goals that you have talked about?
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What is the nature of the
Organization’s work?

A. Sure. Should I focus specifically
on what I was working on, or should I do it just sort
of generic ---

Q. You can start there and then go on
to speak more broadly about what ForestEthics Advcacy
does in Canada: how you conduct your Campaigns; the
methods, and so forth, that you engage in?

A. Sure. A lot of what we do
ininitally when we are starting a Campaign is doing
education and outreach.

So “Tabling” at events; having
Postcards and Information Booths.

In the case of Enbridge Northern
Gateway, it was having, also, Speakers Tours across the
Northwest talking about the issue.

Often, we would come up with a few
different strategies of how we think we can win a
Campaign.

In the case of Enbridge, one of the
first ones that we spent a lot of time on was trying to
get a federally-legislated tanker ban.

We did a lot of advertising and worked

a lot behind the scenes, meeting with Government
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bureaugrats and with Political Leaders, with Briefing
documents and bringing Delegations and trying to
present them solutions.

At the same time, we also had ---

We were hoping, at the very early
stages, that Enbridge would not proceed with the
Project and so we went -- and we cdntinued this even
after they submitted their Application.

We went to their Corporate Annual
General Meeeting, to be able to ask them questions and
increase the risk in the eyes of investors, and that
sort of thing.

So, Media; writing Blogs. Other ways
of getting Stories out.

Q. That’s great. And I will ask you
some more detailed questions about some of those
activities in a moment.

We are still on Tab 31.

There is a document at the back of
that Tab that reads “ForestEthics Advocacy: Tar
Sands”.

Was Tar Sands one of the Campaigns
that ForestEthics was involved in?

A. Yes. We had -- although it was

more with our Partners in the United States.
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Similar to what we did on the Forest
Industry -- although it 1is a lot harder -- we were
looking at the consumer side of who was purchasing Tar
Sands, and one of the things we did was to look at
Fortune 500 Companies, sending out Letters and looking
at where they were buying their fuel and determining
whether they could make a commitment to have their
fleets purchase fuel from other refineries or other
places in order to sort of help put a small dent in the
demand for Tar Sands.

It was more of a Campaign happening on
that side of the Border.

In Canada, 1t was mostly just around
the Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipeline, although the
issue was bigger than the Tar Sands.

Q. I would like to focus a bit more
now on the National Energy Board Hearings themselves.

It is my understanding that
ForestEthics was a formal legal Party in that
Proceeding.

Is that right?

A. Yes. We signed up as an
Intervener and worked with Rain Coast and Living Oceans
Society and had representation by EcoJustice.

Q. FEcoJustice. That was the law firm
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representing you?

A. Yes.

Q. And ForestEthics was a legal Party
throughout that Proceeding?

A. Yes.

Q. And you ended up testifying; 1is
that right? |

A. Um-umm (Witness Nodding in the
Affirmative).

Q. And what was the nature of the
testimony that vyou provided to the National Energy
Board, just at a very high level?

A, Well, I put forward evidence that
revealed Enbridge’s o0il spill record, showing that
Kalamzoo wasn’t an outlier, as well as putting forward
some evidence around where they were hoping to tunnel
through the mountains to the coast. Also, a Briefing
document.

So that was my piece of evidence,
which was pretty small. We also had contracted out and
had Consultants submit evidence on other issues, most
of whom were cross-examined. Some weren’t, those who
just focused on climate change impacts -- because that
issue got axed during Bill C-5...

Is that what it was?
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The Omnius Bill.

Anyway, climate change was not part of
it any more —---

Q. It changed the National Energy
Board mandate.

Is that right?

A, Yes. But in terms of ---

Enbridge called me up to be cross-
examined and didn’t ask me any gquestions about my
evidence. They just focused from the outset on just
trying to discredit me.

They asked about foreign funding, and
that sort of thing.

So that was their focus.

Q. And how were the Enbridge lawyers
attempting to discredit you?

A. Well, they were ---

Like, they put up my Résumé and they
said, you know: “These are the dates that you have on
it; but you really...”

You know, it’s because of that split
between ForestEthics and ForestEthics Advocacy.

I didn’t have them split out.

They asked me what an “Energy

Campaigner” was. They tried to...
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I don’t know. They seemed to belittle
some of the stuff. They also tried to accuse me of
participating only to get Media attention.

So that was the background. That Is
what it felt like.

Q. And what about the Technical
Evidence that you were providing? Did they examine any
of the Technical Evidence?

A. No. They did not ask me a single
question about that Evidence.

Q. And what about ForestEthics as an
Organization? Did they ask you questions about
ForestEthics and its funding and origin?

A. Yes, they did. I answered in sort
of general terms, and they didn’t pursue it further.

Q. And what was the nataure of the
questions they were putting to you about it?

A. They asked, if I remember
correctly, where ForestEthics got their funding from;
where ForestEthics Advocacy got their funding from.

And if I remember correctly, my answer
was “from various Foundations, American and Canadian,
and a lot of individual Canadians whe send in
donations”, and that sort of thing.

Q. There are a few other documents I

205 of 340

AGC0641



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Protected B 203 Vancouver, B.C.

Personal -Protected

Information Thursday, August 13, 2015

am going to take you to. One is at Tab 36...

A. Yes.

Q. Can vyou tell us what this document
is?

A. Sure. Participating in the Joint
Review Panel, which I will call the “JRP” from here on
out, was ---

It was the first time for me, and it
was a pretty --—-

You know, it’s a pretty
administrative, bureaucratic and sometimes difficult
process to wrap your head around and to wade through.

So what we decided is that one of the
roles we would play would be to help educate and
outreach around the process.

So I put together this document before
the Hearings began in Kitimat Village on Haisla
Territory, right after Joe Oliver’s Letter —- so, early
January 2012 -- and met with various Media, Jjust to
give them a sense of what had happened, what it meant
being in these different roles: What was an
Intervener? What do these Oral Hearings mean versus
Community Hearings, versus Technical Hearings?

That sort of thing.

It was just, you know, basically to

206 of 340

AGC0641




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Protected B 204 Vancouver, B.C.

Personal-Protected

Information Thursday, August 13, 2015

give them an education on ---

Q. A Primary.

A. A Primary, vyes.

And for some others as well. Just
some, you know, Municipality Hearings, and others.

So it was just an informative
document.

Q. If you could turn, now, to Tab 44,
in this Volume...

A. Yes.

Q. This is a document entitled
“Maximizing your Impact at the Enbridge Northern
Gateway Community Hearings”, and then under that it
says “ForestEthics Advocacy, West Coast Environmental
Law, Dogwood Initiative, Sierra Club BC”.

Can you tell us what this Event was
about?

A. Sure. One of the things ---

As well as participating as an
Intervener in the Hearings, we thought 1t important to
have a robust public process, with as much
participation as possible. So we did a lot of
Outreach, trying to encourage people to sign up for the
Community Hearings, which were the ones where you got

to speak for ten minutes to the Panel, in various
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Communities around British Columbia, as well as to
encourage people to submit Written Comments.

Given the fact that we had helped a
number of people sign up, as did these other
Organizations, and given the fact that we had also
participated in several Community Hearings already by
this point (this was December) the ones that had
already taken place, in Smithers and Fernley, where I
live, and other Communities ---

And they were being held in Vancouver
and Victoria, and in Kelowna —-- so around here and the
Lower Mainland -- just in the New Year, in
January/early February of 2013.

-- we decided to partner with these
other Organizations to just help put people at ease, to
tell people what they could expect when they entered
the room: 1if they have to swear-in; who these three
people were; whether they could have notes or a
PowerPoint.

Our plece in that was mostly
conveying: You know, there are these Technical
Hearings. So if you have a particular piece of
technical expertise, then share it with the Panel. But
otherwise, 1it’s not really necessary to do a bunch of

research around something that maybe you are

208 of 340

AGCO0641




11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Protected B 200 Vancouver, B.C.

Personal-Protected

Information Thursday, August 13, 2015

unfammiliar with or whatever., Maybe you could do
Written Comments on that. But probably what would be
most compelling is to tell your Story from the heart:
why you are speaking; why this Project concerns you.

So that’s what we did.

Q. Thank you.

There was another Event, I understand,

that ForestEthics organized, called “0il Spill

Stories”.

A. Um-umm (Witness Nodding in the
Affirmative).

Q. Can you just tell us about that,
please?

A, Suré. We actually did two of
them. We did one back in the early days, when we were
trying to get that legislated tanker ban.

We held an Event in Liberal M.P. Joyce
Murray’s Riding, with a member of the Gitga’at First
Nation, who had had the Queen of the North B.C. Ferry
spill in their Community, as well as two members from
the B.P. 0il spill that had just happened the year
before.

We had a shrimp fisherman and a woman
who worked with a Community Organization around the

Bayou, as well as an Environmental Activist who had
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grown up at Battle Creek, Michigan, where Enbridge’s
Kalamzoo spill had happened.

So théy shared their Stories to a
packed Church there and ---

Q. And when was that, approximately?

A. That was in, probably, 2011.

It was just so powerful to hear these
Stories -- and we so often don’t hear that.

Like, right now there is a spill
happening along the Colorado River and all you hear is
about the clean-up and the potential environmental
impacts, or the Corporate impacts. You rarely hear,
you know, about the long-term stresses, the social
impacts on communities, the long-term impacts in terms
of people losing businesses, in terms of housing
devalues, and all of these sorts of things.

So, we thought it was important to get
those Stories about, because we simply don’t hear them
enough.

That Event was really compelling and
successful and so we decided to repeat it, to answer
your question.

In terms of this, we helped support
Michelle Barlyn Smith, who was someone impacted by

Enbridge’s Kalamzoo spill.
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She had signed up to speak at the
Community Hearings that were a part of the JRP process.

She was in Vancouver and gave her Talk
to the Panel for the ten minutes, and so we decided to
take advantage of her presence here in Vancouver. We
organized this Event and had Melina Laboucan Massimo
speak about the impact of the Rainbow Pipeline spill in
her Cree Territory in Alberta. As well, we had someone
from the Tsleil-Waututh talk about the effects of the
Rurnaby rupture and the impacts that that had on their
Community.

And again, “Indigenous Women Who
Sing”.

But anyway, again, it was held at the
Heritage Hall ---

Q. And that was at the end of January
20137

A, Yes. January 31s%, I think it
was..

Yeah.

Q. And just closing off on a few
other things, the four Sites involving the NEB
Hearings, I will ask you to turn to Tab 35...

A, Yes.

Q. These were Written Submissions or
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Written Evidence that was submitted to the NEB by
ForestEthics Advocacy?
A, Yes.

Q. And further, if you turn to Tab

37...

A. Yes.

Q. This is a document that says
“ForestEthics Advocacy”, in the top right: “Pipelines

and Promises: A Summary of Missing Enbridge evidence
before the JRP Hearings”.

What is this document? What was it
saying?

A. Again, I don’t anw if many of you
have been to JRP Hearings or Hearings in general on
this, but sometimes it’s like watching paint dry. It
can be exceedingly boring, and other times the odd
interesting dynamic or information comes out.

The Hearings went on for a long time,
and I think they were robust because of the depth of
participation and the number of First Nations in
particular.

I guess what surprised me is that I
actually thought that Enbridge would shine a little bit
in the Hearings, given the small army of experts that

they had on their Team and how much money they had
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spent towards it, and what really shocked me is Jjust
how many gaps there were, about “how much would come in
the Detailed Engineering Phase”, which was the popular
term that they used, would come later, and later, and
later.

So there were all these gaps. I
thought one of the services ---

Again, a part of us participating in
these Hearings was: How can we translate some of these
Hearings that are taking place and all the evidence and
these sorts of things and put it into some more
Outreach documents in similfied terms.

And one of the things that we wanted
to do was to highlight that Enbridge can’t be trusted
with our watersheds and our coastline.

They don’t know how to clean up an oil
spill. They don’t even have an 0il Spill Clean-Up
Plan, and these sorts of things.

So part of this was just taking from
the Hearings and making a simple kind of summary.

Q. And who was the intended audience
and how was it disseminated?

A. We gave it out to other
Interveners to ---

I wrote a Blog about it, or Amanda,
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who was contracted with us, did. To encourage people
to read it, I gave it to Media.

Obviously, we weren’t the only ones
who felt this way. I think the B.C. Government’s
conclusion was "“/Trust us’ isn’t good enough”.

I mean, really, they had so many holes
and gaps in their information...

Q. If you would turn to Tab 38 now...

A. Yes.

Q. This is another ForestEthics
document, entitled “Case Closed: Enbridge failed to
brove Northern Gateway pipeline is in national
interest”.

My understanding is that this is a
document that was put out or published in December
2013.

Does that sound right?

A. Yes. Just before the National
Energy Board released their Decision.

Q. And what is in this Report and
what was its purpose? Who was the audience, and so
forth?

A. Again, it was almost like taking
all that we had learned and heard during the Joint

Review Panel process and taking the key points that
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were of most concern to us.

So things around First Nations Rights
and Title, oil spills, and, in particular, I guess,
cumulative effects.

Those sorts of aspects.

And, you know, based on the evidence
that we heard, the Joint Review Panel was going to be
deciding whether or not to approve Enbridge Northern
Gateway based on the question: “Was it in Canada’s
national interest?”, and so we decided to come out with
a document right before that saying: If we were on the
Panel, our conclusion would be that it isn’t and that
Enbridge failed to prove it during the process.

Q. If I could, I would like to take
you, now, to another document. It’s in the slim Volume
that you have before you.

This is “Complainant’s Supplementary
Book of Documents”.

That is the Title on the front.

For the record, this is Exhibit C-3.

If I could, I will take you to Tab 8
in that Volume...

A. Yes.

Q. Can you just confirm for us, Ms.

Skuce ---
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It is my understanding that these are
different Blog entries that you wrote or prepared over
the course of a couple of years regarding -- you and/or
others with ForestEthics prepared -- regarding the
Enbridge Pipeline Project.

A. Yes. Mostly myself. But it looks
like there are a couple there, too, from others who
were on Contract.

Q. If you will turn just one Tab back
now, to Tab 7...

A. Yes.

Q. This is a Media Release from
Natural Resources Canada, dated January 9, 2012, a,
gquote/ungquote, “Open Letter from Minister Joe Oliver”.

Can you just take a moment to look at
that document and then tell us whether you are familiar
with some of the statements in there by Minister
Oliver...

A. Yes.

Q. It states:

“...environmental and other radical
groups that would seek to block
this opportunity to diversify our
trade.”

This Pipeline.
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And then the next paragraph:

“These groups threaten to hijack
our regulatory system to achieve
their radical ideological agenda.
They seek to exploit any loophcle
they can find, stacking Public
Hearings with bodies to ensure the
delays kill good projects. They
use funaing from foreign special
interest groups to undermine
Canada’s national economic
interest.”

You had referred earlier, Ms. Skuce,
to statements or comments by Minister Oliver.

Is this the Statement that you were
referring to?

A. Yes, it is. Yes.

Q. And what was ForestEthics’ view or
position on some of these statements and how or whether
they related to ForestEthics’ work at all?

A. Well, we definitely felt targeted,
that this was a Letter addressed to us, or addressed to
the Public about us. At the same time, we have a much
more moderate ---

You know, we are definitely not "No
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But it was a pretty threatening
Letter. Both as an Organization and, you know, as —---

It was shocking to get this from a
Canadian Government Official and our Head of Ministry
of Natural Resources.

It came out the day before the Joint
Review Panel Hearings began and ---

You know, I remember being on Haisla
Territory, in the Hall, and pecople were pretty
emotional, whether they were Haisla Elders or ---

There was the Douglas Channel Watch
Community Group, which was made up of long-time
residents. There was a former Alcan worker, a Post
Office worker, a Nurse Psychologist...

People of diverse backgrounds were
there Presenting that day as well and, you know, sort
of steered course from what they were going to speak
about it, and also said, you know, “I’'m not a radical”.

I think it was pretty ---

It was a pretty emotional thing, I
think, for everybody.

Like, living in Smithers, I think it

was even more palpapable, because the majority of the
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people are against Enbridge’s Northern Gateway Pipeline
and had spoken up about it, and so for them be called
names and labelled as, and accused of being, “foreign-
funded” and “hijacking the system”, and all these sorts
of things was pretty ---

It created a lot of anxiety and
created quite a chill that passed through everyone.

Q. Fast-forwarding to a little over a
year later, you are aware of the Stories that came out
in late 2013 about the possibility that the RCMP or
CSIS was monitoring Environmental Groups opposed to the
Northern Gateway Pipeline?

Do you recall those News Stories?

A. Yes.

Q. And I am wondering how or in what
way those News Stories impacted upon ForestEthics, or
how they were interpreted by ForestEthics?

Did they raise any concerns?

A. Yes. In terms of ---

There are sort of two levels, I think.

From a personal level, it had a strong
impact.

All of these ---

My partner is from Argentina, and

people who were labelled “enemies” or “radicals”
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“disappeared” in the history of his country and/or the
lucky ones got out on Exile -- like his parents —- for
having different political beliefs.

So there was a lot of stress and some
Sleepless nights in my house.

People had to do this reality check
of, you know: “Is this Canada!?”

You know, I have worked ---

This country doesn’t resemble anything
like Nigeria or whatever. But, you know, the frame
didn’t fit, and so it was pretty discomforting and
created a bunch of stress.

And then, in terms of
organizationally...

T mean, you know, on a positive note,
we switched from just not focusing on the environment
but also being conscious of democracy and working more
on encouraging people to participate and speak up
within this democracty that we have and be able to have
their Voices, even if they are dissenting opinions,
heard.

There is a bit of a chill. Like,
everything ---

You know, I’ve never sort of ---

T am values-driven. I believe in
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trying to stop those Projects, for the better good of
Canada and our environment, and my children’s future,
and so I never doubted that. But there would always be
these ---

You know, as a Oroganization and
individually, there was this sort of second-guessing a
little bit. Like, you know: Are we allowed to do
that? Is this okay? Can we still have a Rally? Can
we say this? Is that crossing the line? (CCuld our
words be taken out of context?

And who knows, now that we are
labelled, that we are being spied on...”

You know.

So, yeah, it created a bit of a chill
and some second-guessing.

Q. Are these just your feelings that
you are expressing to us? Or was there any impact or
discussion among ForestEthics Staff or the Board about
these issues?

A, Yes, there was. In terms of those
later statements, that is more talking about my
colleagues as well.

So it was more of a —---

We would have conversations. about

whether ---
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Yeah. Just making sure all our, you
know, “T"s were crossed and our “I1”s dotted, and have
people verify things more often, and just be more
cautious, even though ---

As I said, we knew --—-—

Like we had the knowledge that we have
always abided by the law and not worrried, that we are
allowed to do these things in this democracy. But, it
was —---—

Yeah, there 1is that tension,'for sure.

Q. I am going to take you, now, to
the final Volume, a Volume I haven’t referred you to as
vet.

This is the other thick Volume,
Complainant’s Book of Documents Volue I of II.

For the record, this is Exhibit C-1.

If T may, I will take you to Tab 4 of
that Volume...

A. Yes.

Q. Ms. Skuce, this is a package of
documents that was obtained from the National Energy
Board under the Access to Information Act.

There is one document in here I want
to show to you.

If you loock at the numbers in the
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bottom right-hand corner...

There is a long number there. It
starts with “A000”.

For our purposes, we are looking only
at the last three digits, “001”, “002”, and so on.

That is the page number.

If I could take you to Page 36, or
“0367. ..

A. Okay.

Q. The Title at the top is “0il Spill
Stories, Vancouver”.

I think you were telling us about this
earlier.

Is this the Event that was organized
by ForestEthics, the Event that you were describing
earlier?

A. Yes, it is.

Q. And do you know how the National
Energy Board came into possession of this?

Did ForestEthics invite the National
Energy Board to come to that Event to hear those
Stories?

A. No, we did not. We would have
advertised it through our own network.

Q. So do you know how it came into
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the possession of the Naticnal Energy Board?

A. No.

Q. Just by way of a bit of
housekeeping, at‘Tab 6 —-—-

I think this is the Final Report by
the National Energy Board ---

A. The Joint Review Panel, vyes.

Q. The Joint Review Panel.

At the end of the day, what were their
conclusions?

A. Their conclusions were that it
would have no adverse environmental effects and that it
was 1in Canada’s naticnal interest, and it gave 202
Conditions for Enbridge to meet.

Q. And if you could now turn to Tab 9
of this same Volume...

A. Yes.

Q. This is a Story that appeared in
the Vancouver Observer on November 19, 2015.

Are you familiar with this Story?

A. Yes.

Q. You see there is a reference, in
the second paragraph, saying:

“Before the Naticnal Energy Board’s

Joint Review Panel hearings on the
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propesed Enbridge oil pipeline, the
NEB coordinated the gathering of
intelligence on opponents of the
01l sands. The Groups of interest
are independent advocacy
organizations that oppose the
Harper government’s policies and
work for environmental protections
and democratic rights, including
Idle No More, ForestEthics, Sierra
Club, EcoSociety, LeadNow, and
Dogwood Initiative, Council of
Canadians and the People’s Summit”.

This is the first Story that was
causing concern on the part of yourself and your
colleagues?

A. Yes, although it was a bit of ---

Definitely in terms of the “CSIS”.

I mean, there is a bit of an arch that
had come ocut in a Story in May of that year that the
RCMP already knew about that Meeting that I had
attended in a First Nations Community in northern B.C.,
near Fraser Lake, which was equally disconcerting.

Q. Can you just provide us with a

little bit of detail about that?
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What was that one again?

A. That was ---

It was revealed by, I believe, a
Reporter from the Toronto Star.

I don’t know where they got theilr
access to information from. But within that, they
revealed that the First Nations from the Yinka Dene

Lands, I believe, were being monitored and reported on,

and that included, given the fact that we work together

sometimes, a Meeting that we both participated in,
which was, you know, a Community Meeting between First
Nations and Community Members just to talk about ---

Q. And was that Meeting publicly
advertised?

A. No. Definitely not advertised at
all. And there were no Minutes.

I mean, I think there is an Agenda,
and the Agenda with who was going to be in attendance
got scooped up somehow.

Q. How many people were at that
Meeting?

A. There might have been twelve
different, sort of, entities represented, but there
were probably about twenty people, in total. Like,

some of the Community members would come and go.
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Q. And what concerns, again, did you
have that the RCMP had known about that Meeting?
A. Well, I just think it showed the
depth of how much we were being watched and monitored.
Q. In this Story, the Vancouver
Observer Story at Tab 9, I just want to take you to ---
There is the first page, which we have
looked at. If you turn the page, the next page has
“Sustained opposition to pipelines noted, especially in
BC”, halfway down, and if you turn the page again,
there is a reference, about halfway down the page,
where it says:
“On May 23, 2013...7
Do you see that?
A. Yes.
Q. (Reading):
“On May 23, 2013, Natural Resources
Canada hosted a 'Classified
Briefing for Energy and Utility
Sector stakeholders’ in
collaboration with CSIS and the
RCMP at CSIS’s Headquarters in
Ottawa.”
Were you invited to that Meeting?

A. No. Definitely not.
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Q. Okay. 2And if you go to the bottom
of the page, the final paragraph, we see that it reads:
“An Agenda...”

Do you see that?
A. Um-umm (Witness Nodding in the
Affirmative).
Q. (Reading) :
“An agenda obtained by Tim Groves
and Martin Lukacs at The Guardian
last month revealed that breakfast,
lunch and coffee was sponsored by
Enbridge and a networking reception
held at the Chateau Laurier was co-
hosted by Bruce Power and Brookwood
Renewable Energy Partners.
Meetings during this coference ---"
And I will turn over the page:
“—- included 'challenges to energy
projects by environmental groups’.”
And then underneath, vyou will see a
reproduction of the Invitation:
“Classified Briefings for Energy
and Utility Sector Stakehclders:
Hosted by Natural Rescurces Canhada

..1in collabcocration with CSIS and
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RCMP. Location: Canadian Security
Intelligence Service, 1941 Ogilvie
Road, Ottawa, Ontario.”

Again, did you hear about that Meeting
at the time and did any other Environmental Groups get
an Invite to that Meeting, to your knowledge?

A. No. I think we all learned about
it via this Media.

Q. And it says, at the top,
“challenges to energy projects by environmental
groups”.

Do you have any knowledge about ---

Let me put it this way: Do you
believe that ForestEthics and other Environmental
Groups who challenge energy projects are a threat to
the security of Canada?

A. Absolutely not.

Q. And just so we are clear, Enbridge
-—- which we see from this Agenda hosted breakfast,
lunch and coffee for CSIS and the RCMP and friends --
that is the 0il Company?

Their lawyers are the ones who cross-
examined you about the funding for ForestEthics, and so
forth.

Is that right?
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A. Yes.

MR. CHAMP: I will be just a moment,
Mr. Chair...

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Yes. By all
means.
--- (A Short Pause: Off-Record Discussion between
Complainant’s Counsel and Client Representative)

MR. CHAMP: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Q. Ms. 3Skuce ---

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Mr. Champ, are
you leaving Tab 9, or ---

MR. CHAMP: Yes. I am just about
finished.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: But you are
going to another ---

MR. CHAMP: ©No. I am not going to any
other Tab, no. That’s it. I am done with Tab 9.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Very well.

I have a question for you.

I am trying to understand Tab 9.

It has been referred to a number of
times, and it is, obviously, an important document.

This is an Article from the Vancouver
Observer ---

MR. CHAMP: That’s right.
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THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Okay. Authored
by Matthew Millar?

MR. CHAMP: That'’s correct.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: And the Article
ran the full five pages?

MR. CHAMP: That’s right. I think the
fifth page is just ---

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Yes.

MR. CHAMP: -- -- the curl at the end.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Yes. But it
was published in this form in the Vancouver Observer,
which is a ---

Is this a Daily? Or is it a Weekly?

MR, CHAMP: It is an online
publication.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: It is an online
publication?

MR. CHAMP: It is sort of a step ahéad
of where newspapers ---

They have a Paid Staff. This is a

large ---

It is now known as the National
Observer.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Okay. Thank
you.
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MR. CHAMP: They have Journalists
posted in Ottawa.

Mr. Millar worked out of Ottawa, that
Column.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Okay. That
answers my question.

I was just curious about the form of

this Newspaper Article, which runs for five consecutive

pages.

MR. CHAMP: Yes. Among the online
publications we have in Canada -- I-Politics, and what-
not -- I would say the National Observer, at least from

my own observations, does seem to be one of the more
well-known ones and well-funded.

It is putting out a lot more
independent work more frequently than the others.

Independent research, and so forth.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you.

MR. CHAMP:

Q. Ms. Skuce, I just want to ask you
this last question, in closing: ForestEthics...

To your knowledge, has ForestEthics
ever been involved in any vandalism or violence, or
other kinds of direct actions of that nature, for any

reason??
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A. No. Definitely not.

MR. CHAMP: Thank you, Ms. Skuce.
Those are the questions I have. You might have some
questions from Counsel for CSIS and from Counsel for
the Committee.

THE WITNESS: Okay. Thank you.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you, Mr.
Champ.

Madam Dion...

MS. DION: Thank you, Mr. Member.

Good afternon, Ms. Skuce. I have just
a few questions for you.

THE WITNESS: Sure.

Cross-Examination by Ms., Dion:

Q. In relation to the Article at Tab
9, the Vancouver Observer Article, I understand from
your testimony that this is the Article that sparked a
concern, at least as far as CSIS i1s concerned, that
CSIS may be monitoring or collecting information on
your Group and on other Environmental Groups.

Is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And T understand that this Article
1s based on an Access to Information Release that was

obtained from the NEB.
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Is that correct?

A. I think so, yeah. My
understanding is that it is from an Access to
Information Request.

Q. And did you yourself consult the
documents that the Article is based on?

A. 1 looked more thoroughly at some

of them because there was a little bit more information

in terms of the Enbridge-sponsored Briefing, and that
sort of thing.

So, yeah.

Q. So you reviewed some of them?

A. Yes.

MS. DION: I have no further
guestions. Thank you.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you,
Madam Dion.

Madam Bowers, any questions?

MS. BOWERS: I just have one question.

Thank you.

Examination by Ms. Bowers:

Q. You mentioned that ForestEthics

is on both sides of the Border.

Have they been involved in the

Keystone XL as well, or —---
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A. No. In terms of my colleagues
there, there is so many Organizations working on
Keystone XL that they decided to take a different tack
down there and work on other Campaigns.

In addition, again, part of it is ---

In working on these, it is to also
improve conservation and what is happening on the land
base.

So, yeah, we were looking more at the
demand of Tar Sands oil in the U.S. and focusing on the
Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipeline in Canada.

Q. And just for my understanding ---

I am not from out here, but I know
that they have had an o0il spill recently, in April of
2015, here 1in Vancouver.

Were you at all involved in responding
to that or ---

A. I stopped working at ForestEthics
in the middle of November. I am working on other
issues. But as someone living in Smithers, I now
volunteer for the local “Friends of Morice Buckley”, to
keep raising awareness about Enbridge, because we don’t
want to see it go through our salmon watersheds. But
when that spill happened, I think others in the

Organization responded.
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Q. So ForestEthics was ---

A, ForestEthics responded, yes, and I
think is coming out with a Report on that soon.

One of our biggest concerns is that
the 0il Companies don’t put any money into how to clean
up this stuff, and on that basis, together with all the
Federal cutbacks and stuff on clean-up and response, we
feel the risks are too high.

So I think the Report is just
reinforcing those points with respect to the oil spill
that happened in April.

MS. BOWERS: Okay. Thank you.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you,
Madam Bowers.

Ms. Skuce, thank you very much for
having attended before me to give evidence today. 1 am
grateful for the answers that you have given to the
guestions that were put to you. You are now excused.

Thank you.

THE WITNESS: Thank you very much.
Good luck with your task ahead.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you.

—~-— (The Witness Withdrew)
THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Mr. Champ, you

don’t have any other witness for today; correct?
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MR. CHAMP: That’s correct. Those are
the witnesses for today. We have all worked together
to put bring about quite an efficient Hearing.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Yes.

MR. CHAMP: Thank you very much, Mr.
Chair, and my thanks to my friends.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you,
indeed, very much for the efficient way in which the
Proceedings have been conducted to this point. I am
grateful.

We will now hear from the Service’s
sole witness for this Phase of the Hearing. He has
been identified as “Bob”.

Is he here at the moment, Madam Dion?

MS. DION: I will have to verify that,
actually. I would request a brief recess, if I may, in
order to do so...

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: I think that is
a good idea.

It is now ten-minutes-past-three. We
will adjourn for fifteen minutes.

MS. DION: Thank you, Mr. Member.

MR. CHAMP: May we break right through
to 3:30? 1Is that acceptable, Mr. Chair?

That would be only twenty minutes.
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Is that okay?

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Your wish is my
command!

-—— (Laughter)

We will resume at 3:30.

MR. CHAMP: You have much greater
stamina than I, Mr. Chair!

-—— (Laughter)
--— (A Short Recess)
--- Upon Resuming:

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Thank you,
everyone. We are ready to resume.

Ms. Dion, do you have your witness in
the ante-room?

MS. DION: Yes. Should I go get him?

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Yes, please.

MS. DION: Thank you.

-—— (CSIS Witness “Robert” Called to the Witness Table)

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Good afternoon.

THE WITNESS: Good afternoon, Sir.

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Sir, I
understand that you are to be referred to as “Bob” or
“Robert”.

MS. DION: Yes.

THE WITNESS: Yes.
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THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Very well.

You are being called as a Witness by
the Service in this matter. I am hearing a Complaint
which has been lodged by the British Columbia Civil
Liberties Assoclation.

You will first answer questions from
Madam Dion, and then from Mr. Champ, Counsel for the
British Columbia Civil Liberties Association; and then
there may be some questions from Madam Bowers, who is
Counsel for the Committee, for me.

First, I will have you sworn-in by our
Registrar.

THE WITNESS: Thank you, Sir.

THE REGISTRAR: Good afternoon, Sir.

Do you swear that the evidence you are
about to give to the Committee shall be the truth, the

whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you

God?

THE WITNESS: I do.

CSIS WITNESS “ROBERT”, Called and
Sworn:

THE REGISTRAR: Secondly, I would like
to read to you Section 51 of the Canadian Security
Intelligence Service Act, which provides protection to

witnesses appearing before the Committee.
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Thursday, August 13, 2015

It reads as follows:
"Except in a prosecution of a
person for an offence under
section 133 of the Criminal Ccde
(false statements in extra-
judicial proceedings) in respect
of a statement made under this
Act, evidence given by a person
in proceedings under this Part
and evidence of the existence of
the proceedings are inadmissible
against that person in a court or
in any other proceedings.”

Do you understand?

THE WITNESS: I do. Thank you.

THE REGISTRAR: Thank you. You may be

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: Madam Dion,

MS. DION: Thank you.
Good afternoon.
THE WITNESS: Good afternoon.

MS. DION: Thank you for being here

Examination-in-Chief by Ms. Dion:
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Q. To begin with, could you please
describe your Academic background and your career with
the Service?

A. Yes. I have a B.A. in Political
Science from Concordia University; a Master of Arts in
International Affairs from Carleton University, Norman
Patterson School of International Affairs; and a Law
Degree from Ottawa U.

I joined the Service in 1986. I began
my career as an Intelligence Officer. I worked as an

Analyst in Ottawa, an Investigator in Regional Offices.

_and currently, since January 2015, I am

the Regional Director General for British Columbia and
the Yukon for CSIS.

Q. Thank vyou.

And what is your role and your
responsibilities as the Regional Director General for
B.C. Region?

A. I am responsible for the overall
management of the Regional Office, which includes Human
Resources, Finances, Administration, and, of course, the
conduct of Investigations pursuant to the CSIS Act.

Q. And are you generally familiar

with, or have working knowledge of, the CSIS Act, the
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Ministrial Directives, and Service Policies?

A. I have a working knowledge of
those documents and Instruments.

Q. Thank you.

You are aware that you are here in the
context of a Complaint that has been filed by the
British Columbia Civil Liberties Association alleging
that the Service has been collecting information on or

monitoring Groups opposed to the Northern Gateway

Pipeline.
Have you read the Complaint Letter?
A. I have.
Q. I invite you to take Volume I of
ITI of the Complainant’s Book of Documents -- and for

the purposes of the Revuew Committee, it has been
identified as Exhibit C-1.

At Tab 2, you will find a Letter from
the Canadian Security Intelligence Service.

Have you seen this Letter before?

A. T have.

Q. And am I correct in saying that
this is the Response that was filed as a result of the
Complaint of the BCCLA?

A. That’s my understanding.

Q. As I mentioned before, one of the
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allegations that is being made is that the Service has
been collecting information on Groups involved in the
National Energy Board Hearings in relation to the
Northern Gateway Pipeline and that these activities by
the Service fall outside the Service’s mandate and,
therefore, were unlawful.

I would like you to discuss with the
Committee CSIS’'s mandate to collect information under
Section 12 of the CSIS Act.

A. Pursuant to Section 12 of the CSIS
Act, we are mandated, obliged, to investigate threats
to the security of Canada.

“Threats to the security of Canada”
are statutorily defined in Section 2 of the CSIS Act,
Subparagraphs (a), (b), (c) and (d).

Section 2(a), without looking at the
Act right now, testing my recollection, would be ---

Q. If you would like to refer to the
Act, you can find it in the Service’s Book of
Documents, a blue-covered Volume, at Tab 1...

A. Thank you.

I should know it after thirty years!
But just to be precise for the Tribunal, Section 2(a)
comprises “espionage or sabotage”; 2(b), “foreign

influenced activities”; 2{c) would be terrorism or any
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activity that is done with "“sericus violence...for the
purpose of achieving a political, religiocus or
ideological ojective”; and 2(d) would broadly be
defined as “subversion activities or threats”.

Q. Can you explain what “subversion”
is, to your understanding?

A. The Legislature puts it in better
words than I could, as follows:

“activities directed toward
undermining by covert unlawful
acts, or directed toward or
intended ultimately to lead to the
desruction or overthrcw by violence
of the constitutionally established
system of government in Canada.”

Q0. To your knowledge, has the Service
been conducting a subversion investigation in the last
ten years?

A. To my knowledge, the Service has
not conducted any 2(d) investigation for the last
twenty, twenty-five years.

Q. Thank you.

Can “threats to the security of
Canada” include lawful advocacy, protest or dissent, in

your opinion?
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A, Well, it can; Dbut the Statutory
prohibition is that we do not investigate LAPD, lawful
advocacy, protest, or dissent, unless done in
conjunction with 2(a), (b), (c) or (d).

Q. How are the Service’s Priorities
established?

THE PRESIDING MEMBER: What is your
question again?

MS. DION:

Q. How are the Service’s Priorities
established?

A. Every year, the Minister for
Public Safety articulates, in very generic form, what
the Security Priorities are for the Federal Government.

This Letter is sent from the Minister
to the Director of the Service, and these Priorities
are then further articulated into Intelligence
Requirements by a Branch in our Headquarters in Ottawa,
the Intelligence Assessment Branch.

These Intelligence Requirements are
then sent out to the Regional Offices, which are the
collectors cf intelligence, and information is then
collected and sent back to Headgquarters, with analysis
then done at Headquarters, followed by dissemination to

our Domestic and Foreign Partners.
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Q. And for B.C. Region, the Region
that you are responsible for, how are the resources
distributed insofar as the percentages on different
types of investigation?

A. When I respond to that, it is
generically true across the Service. So it is not just
germane to British Columbia Region.

For the last at least ten years, most
of our investigative resources have been focused on
counter-terrorism.

In the last three or four years, as is
well know through the Media, most of that counter-
terrorism effort has been focused on Foreign Fighters.

As I believe it has been said publicly
before, two-thirds to three-quarters of our efforts