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USE OF FORCE

OH020 Effective Date; March 28, 2005 OH020
Revised: May 9, 2008, May 7, 2007

POLICY
' [See also: OHO10 — Firearms, OH030 - Tasers]
Use of Force '

1. Police officers (Members) in the Greater Vancouver Transportation Authority Police Service
(GVTAPS)maIﬂhndmdbthwumfmwhﬂwmnﬁonoﬂhehdudm,MammeM
the minimum level of force necessary, guided by, and complying with, provision of the Criminal .
Code of Caneda (CCC), and the Use of Force Regulation, (B.C. Reg. 203/98) passed pursuant to
the Police Act. ' )

2. The Member who uscs foroe in the execution of their lawful duties is crimipally responsible for
any exoess thereof eocording to the nature and quality of the act that constitutes the axoess,
anba:smuybemquiredtojustiﬁrﬂaclevaloffomusedinvaﬂouslegalfmnm,including
criminal court, civil court, and Police Act proceedings.

Definitions
“Lethal Force” means any usc of foroe that is likely to cause death or serious bodily harm,
“Less-Lethal Foree" means any use of force other than that which is considered Lethal Force.

“Intermediate Weapon™ means Electro-Muscular Dienuption (EMD) device, Olsoresin Capsicum
{OC) Spray, or a Baton, Intermediate weapons fit into the Force Options Context between Empty

. Hend Contro] Tactics and Lethal Foree. The primary objective of intermediete weapons is to
create temporary motor dysfunction of a resistive subject, in order to gain control.

TmfmmEhmMWmmmmmmMMWMMwmw
mndmlmmywdfwmemmandmmrﬁmﬁmsofthenmsym,mum
involuntery muscle contractions, resulting in temporary incapacitation.

“Tm?gob@'m@smmmmwbymmpmedMgenMnmedge
[ wheuacuvate;d,whmhmimendedtommanelecuicalcmuﬂnuughoutmeeomuctmof
| the body or clothing. '
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Parameters for Usa of Less-Lethal Force

(Refier to Part ] CCC) . - ._
14. Where lethal foree is not justified, Members will assess the incident in order to determine which

less-lethal technique or weapon will best de-cscalate the incident and bring it under control in.a
gsafe manner.

15. The Service supports the use of intermediaic weapons by Membcrs qualified to use them when
lower levels of farce (including othar specific intermediate weapons) have been ineffectivs, or
are inappropriate, and the use of higher lovels of force (including other specific intermediate
weapons) may ot be justified or appropriate. Members may use these intermediste weapana for
resolution of an incident as follows: _

I. 1o protest themselves or others from physical harm, _
2.  torestrain or subdue a non-complisnt, suicidal, potentially violent, or violent ndividuel, or
3. to bring an unlawfll situstion safely and cffectively under control,

Oleoresin Capsicum (OC) Aerosol
16. OC Acrosol may be utilized by Members when the following conditions are present:

1. the situation damands econtrol over & son-complient suicidal, potentially violent, or violens
individual, and

2, lower force options were ineffective in controlling the individual or were inappropriate given
all the circumstsmoes.

17. Once a subject has been sprayed and controlled with OC Aerosol, Members will follow these
procedures, where appropriate and reasonable:

1. tell the subject they have been sprayed with OC Aerosol and the effects are short term,
2. monitor the subject to ensure their safety,

3. assoon es is practicable, allow the subject to de-contaminats vsing fresh water, and
4. provide proper medical itention to subjects who show no sigus of improvement.

Taser
lS.TheTasermaybeuﬁﬁudbmebmwhenthefoﬂowingmdiﬁommpment:

i. m Fimn demands control over a non-compliant, suicidal, potentially violent, or violent
ividual,
2. lower force options were ineffective in controlling the individual, or were in appropriate
given all the circumstances,
3. lethal overwatch is present,
4. i:lu:i waming “Taser Up” is given to other police officers at the scene prior to deployment,
an

4
OHO20 Use of Foree QH020

Grealer Vencouver Transpartstion Authority Polics Scrvics Policles and Protedures Mamual

P.o7 88



JAN-21-1580 0083

5. consideration has been given to the proximity of Sammable substances and the uiquensss
of the GVTAPS operational environments.

19. Onoe the subject has been controlled by the application of the Taser, the Member will follow
these progedures, where appropriate and reasopahle:

1. notify Bmergency Health Services (EHS) to uttend, and have EHS personne| determine if
the subject should be transported to a hospital, and, if not, have the EHS persomme] remove
the probes if the skin has been punctured, _

2, notify the.pareol Supervisor as soon as is practicable, and

3. complete the appropriate use of farce report, and other reports required or applicable.

Lateral Neck Restralut

20. The Latexal Neck Restraint will anly be used by a Member when the following conditions are
present;

1. the situation demands immediate control gvet a violent person,
2. lower foree options ware ineffective in controlling the individual or were inappropriate

given all tha circuinstances,
3. ﬂnmisnomontoballevcﬂntthepmunudllmfferinjmyasamu.ltofthemsnimlmld.

21. The Lateral Neck Restraint will not be used to:

1. subdue a subject who is merely uncooperative, or
2. a3 a“come-along” hold.

22. If the application of the Lateral Neck Restraint renders a subject unconscious, the following
procedure is to be followad:

1. placeina%pmne,mwuyposiﬂonmdmonilorbreaﬂﬂngandpulsc.
2 lfnorecpmsndmomyappemabnoml,mqumEHs to attend.

Reporting Use of Force
23. A writen report will be submitisd by the Members involved immedistely afte the following
circumstanoes:

1. an intetmediate weapon has been used,
2. Lateral Neck Restraint applied, o
3

. wh:wmaMmhmHufmmapmandmhjmyocmusuammltofthefo:ce
use
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ile 2007-7650 offence-Cause a Disturbance. Subject refused to obey

2 Jofficers' commands after being evicted from & local restairant, The Taser
was deployed and subject taken woder control. Infernal review re; the Use of
Force was conducted by the Supervisor and the lnspectar of Operations.
They concluded the action taken, by the member(s), was within the Greater
Vancouver Transportation Authority Police Service (GVTAPS) policy and
training standards and within the guidelines set out in the National Use of
Foree Model.

% File 2007-7818 offence-Obstruct Peace Officer. Subject ran from officers
Queing a *fare blitz’ (oo proof of fare paid while in a fare paid zone). Taser

~ was deployed as the subject fled, however the Taser wad incffective duc to
the subjects clothing and escaped the custody of the officers. Internal
review re; the Use of Force was conducted by the Supervisor and the
Inspector of Operations. They concluded the action taken, by the member(s),
was within the Greater Vancouver Transportation Authority Police Service
(GVTAPS) policy end training standards and within the guidelines set out In
the National Use of Force Model.

_ File 2007-8347 offence-Transit-Fare Paid Zone and Outstanding Warrant.
x “Subject wes checked on Skytrain and had no valid fare receipt to ride the
Further records check showed an outstanding werrant for the subject.

' Onccsubjectheardthemmmoutsmdingwm&ranmst,the
subject fled from the officers. During the atlempt to escape the Taser was
deployed and subject was stopped, aubdued and bendcuffed. Interna) review
re; the Use of Force was conducted by the Supervisor and the Inspector of
Operations. They concluded the action taken, by the member(s), was within
the Greatar Vancouver Transportation Authority Police Service (GVTAPS)
policy and training standerds and within the guidelines set out in the
National Use of Force Model.
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Filo 2007-9099 offence-Breach/Bail Violations. Officers observed subject
consuming a beer on the Skytrain. Subject was checked on police records
and information received reveled that subject was to pot t0 poSsess or
consume alcohol, During the arrest procedure the subject became combative
and the Tager was deploycd. Subject was taken into control and handcuffed.
futernal review re; the Use of Force was conducted by the Supervisor and
the Inspector of Operations. They concluded the action taken, by the
member(s), was within the Greater Vancouver Transportation Authority
Police Service (GVTAPS) policy and iraining standards and within the
guidelines set out in the National Use of Force Model.

File 2007-9671 offence-Mental Health Act/Attempt Suiclde, Officers had
information of a male acting erratically, yelling at people and running luto
traffic. Officers near New Westminster Skytrain Station located subject.
Subject attempted to tackle one member and another member deployed the
Teser and the subject was brought under control and handcuffed. Intemnal
review re; the Use of Force was conducted by the Supervisor and the
Inspector of Operations. They concluded the action taken, by the membex(s),
was within the Greater Vaneouver Transportation Authority Police Service
(GVTAPS) policy and training standards and within the guidelines set out in
the National Use of Force Model,

File 2007~11422 offence-Obstruct Peace Offlcer. Officers were checking
fares on Skytrain and found subject without proof of fare paid. Subject was
asked off train at the pext stop. On the Skytrain platform Officers were
completing a violation ticket when the subject attempted to flee. Subject
pecame combative and the Taser was deployed and subject was taken into
control. Internal review re; the Use of Force was conducted by the
Supervisor and the Inspector of Operations. They concluded the action
taken, by the member(s), was within the Oreater Vancouver Transportation
Authority Police Service (GVTAPS) policy and training standards and
within the guidelines set out in the National Use of Force Model.
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File 2008-157 offence-Obstruct Peace Officer. Officers were checking
subject who fit the description and matched gurveillance video camera
footage of an assault suspect. Duringmmmpfedseamhofﬂie subject, the
subject reached into his pocket with his back to the officers. Subject refusing
1o listen to the officers’ commands and the subject becoming combative the
Taser was deployed and the subject was taken into control, Internal review
rc; the Use of Force was conducted by the Supewisormdthe Inspeotor of
Operations. They concluded the action taken, by the member(s), was within
the Greater Vancouver Transportation Authority Police Service (GVTAPS)
policy and training standards and within the guidelines set out in the
Natiopal Use of Force Modal.

File 2008-1909 o -Assault Against a Police Officet. Officers assisting
Vancouver Police with a very combative subject had 10 deploy the Taser
after the subject struck a Vancouver Police Officer in the face. Internal
review re; the Use of Force was conducted by the Supervisor and the
Inspector of Operations. They concluded the action teken, by the member(s),
was within the Greater Vancouver Transportation Authority Police Service
(GVTAPS) policy and training standards end within the guidelines set out in
the Natiopal Use of Force Model.

File 2008-2683 offence-Assault- vated. Officers, while checking fares
on the Skytrain platform encountered two subjects. When asked to provide
proof of fare paid onc subject attempted o flee the police. Subject was
confronted by ane of the officers and subject elbowed the officer in the face
causing a five~centimeter laceration over the officer’s right eye. The Taser
was deployed but had no affect on the subject nor did the vascular neck
restraint have any affect. It 100k the assistance of RCMP membets to ke
the subject into control and handcuffed. Internal review re; the Usc of Force
was conducted by the Supervisor and the Inspector of Operetions, They
concluded the action taken, by the membe(s), was within the Greater
Vancouver Transportation Authority Police Service (GVTAPS) policy and
training standards and within the guidelines set out in the National Use of
Force Model.

P.Bas88



JAN-91-1500 ©9:82 P.65/88

File 2008-3246 offence-Obstruct Peace Officer. Officer were checking subject

“for no fare paid on Skytrain, Subject refused to identify self and was placed
under arrest. During the arrest procedure the subject became uncooperative
and grabbed onto the platform railing and refused 10 let go. After several
wamnings, to the subject, to stop resisting arrest and the subject failing to
comply with the officers’ commands, the Taser was deployed and the subject
was taken into control. Internal review re; the Use of Force was conducted by
the Supervisor and the Inspector of Operations. They concluded the action
taken, by the member(s), was within the Greater Vancouver Transportation
Authority Police Service (QVTAPS) policy and training standards and within
the guidelines set out in the National Usc of Force Model.



