
June 2014 
  
The Right Honourable Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P. 
Prime Minister of Canada 
Office of the Prime Minister 
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2 
 
Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

We the undersigned, scholars and prominent Canadians, are concerned that Canada’s commitment to 
rights protection and its international reputation as a human rights leader will be threatened by the 
passage of Bill C-24, the “Strengthening Canadian Citizenship Act”. 

Bill C-24 does exactly the opposite of what its title proclaims: It will not make Canadian citizenship 
stronger, but rather take away rights from countless Canadians holding dual citizenship, creating a two-
tier citizenship regime that discriminates against dual nationals and naturalized citizens. Under this new 
law, Canadian citizenship will become harder to get and easier to lose.   Specifically: 

The new law will put all naturalized citizens under the tacit threat of having their citizenship 
revoked by making it possible for government officials to strip a naturalized Canadian of citizenship if 
they believe that person never intended to live in Canada, for example if she/he decides to study, accept 
a job, or move in with a romantic partner outside of Canada. In contrast, citizens by birth never have to 
worry that time spent away from Canada might put their citizenship status at risk. 

The new law will revive the ancient punishment of exile or banishment, by empowering government 
officials to strip citizenship from a dual national who is convicted of terrorism or treason in Canada, even 
where the individual has already been properly punished by the Canadian criminal justice system. The 
new law will also allow officials to take away a person’s citizenship based on a terrorism conviction that 
occurs outside of Canada, regardless of whether the foreign regime or judicial system is undemocratic or 
lacks the rule of law. This law applies to all Canadians, whether born in Canada or naturalized. As well, 
many Canadians may be dual nationals without knowing it. 

The new law will grant government officials authority to arbitrarily deny citizenship on sheer 
speculation that an applicant does not intend to reside in Canada in the future. It will also remove a 
right of appeal to the Federal Court of Canada for refused citizenship applicants, continuing a theme of 
greater bureaucratic control over citizenship decision-making and less judicial oversight over the 
process. 

The new law will significantly diminish due process rights.  Under the current law, the government 
cannot remove a person’s citizenship without making an application to a Federal Court judge.  The new 
law expands Ministerial discretion to remove citizenship, eliminates some rights of appeal, and, in most 
instances, replaces the right to an oral hearing before an independent judge with a written review by a 
bureaucrat acting under the direction of the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration. 



Bill C-24 is aimed at dismantling key aspects of Canadian citizenship as we know it. This does not 
strengthen citizenship; it only weakens citizens.  Canadian citizenship will remain strong only if our 
citizenship laws continue to meet the highest standards of rights protection.  

We urge the Canadian government to withdraw or fundamentally revise this proposed legislation. 

Sincerely, 
 
1. Ali, Mehrunnisa A., Professor, Ryerson University 
2. Allspach, Anke, Instructor, Ryerson University 
3. Amin-Khan, Tariq, Associate Professor, Ryerson University Department of Politics and Public 

Administration 
4. Anderson, Christopher G., Assistant Professor, Political Science, Wilfrid Laurier University 
5. Arat-Koc, Sedef, Associate Professor, Ryerson University Department of Politics and Public 

Administration 
6. Arbel, Efrat, Assistant Professor, University of British Columbia Faculty of Law 
7. Backhouse, Constance, University Research Chair and Distinguished University Professor, University 

of Ottawa Faculty of Law 
8. Bauder, Harald, Academic Director, Ryerson Centre for Immigration and Settlement, Professor, Dept. 

of Geography & Environmental Studies, Graduate Program in Immigration & Settlement Studies  
9. Beiser, Morton, Professor of Distinction, Ryerson University Department of Psychology, Crombie 

Professor Emeritus of Cultural Pluralism and Health, University of Toronto 
10. Bhuyan, Rupaleem, Associate Professor, University of Toronto, Factor-Inwentash Faculty of Social 

Work 
11. Bossin, Michael, Part-Time Professor, University of Ottawa Faculty of Law 
12. Boyd, Susan, Professor and Chair in Feminist Legal Studies, University of British Columbia Faculty of 

Law 
13. Burke, Mike, Associate Professor, Ryerson University Department of Politics and Public 

Administration 
14. Cameron, Angela, Associate Professor, University of Ottawa 
15. Cameron, Hilary Evans, University of Toronto Faculty of Law 
16. Carver, Peter, Professor, University of Alberta Faculty of Law 
17. Costello, Jack, SJ, President of Regis College at the University of Toronto 
18. Dauvergne, Catherine, Professor, University of British Columbia Faculty of Law 
19. Dobrowolsky, Alexandra Professor Political Science, Saint Mary's University, Adjunct Professor 

Schulich School of Law 
20. Duff, David, Professor, University of British Columbia Faculty of Law 
21. Fadel, Mohammad, Associate Professor, University of Toronto Faculty of Law 
22. Flood, Colleen M., Professor and Canada Research Chair, University of Toronto Faculty of Law, 

School of Public Policy & Governance 
23. Fox-Decent, Evan, Associate Professor, McGill University 
24. Fumia, Doreen, Associate Professor, Ryerson University 
25. Giles, Wenona, Professor, Centre for Refugee Studies, & Anthropology Department, Faculty of 

Liberal and Professional Studies, York University 
26. Goldman, Richard, Lecturer, McGill University 
27. Goldring, Luin, Associate Professor, York University, Department of Sociology  
28. Gorman, Rachel, Assistant Professor, School of Health Policy and Management, York University 



29. Gururani, Shubhra, Associate Professor, York University 
30. Hernandez-Ramdwar, Camille, Associate Professor, Ryerson University Sociology Department 
31. Jain, Kajri, Associate Professor, Department of Visual Studies, University of Toronto 
32. Jamal, Amina, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, Ryerson University 
33. Kapoor, Ilan, Professor, York University Faculty of Environmental Studies 
34. Kazimi, Ali, Associate Professor, York University, Department of Film 
35. Kerr, Lisa, Doctoral Candidate, New York University 
36. Kianieff, Muharem, Associate Professor, University of Windsor 
37. Koc, Mustafa, Professor, Ryerson University, Department of Sociology 
38. Korteweg, Anna C., Associate Professor & Associate Chair, Graduate Department of Sociology, 

University of Toronto 
39. LaViolette, Nicole, Professor, University of Ottawa Faculty of Law  
40. Liston, Mary, Assistant Professor, University of British Columbia Faculty of Law 
41. Macklin, Audrey, Professor and Chair in Human Rights Law, University of Toronto Faculty of Law 
42. McNally, David, Professor of Political Science, York University 
43. Mirchandani, Kiran, Professor, University of Toronto, Department of Leadership, Higher and Adult 

Education  
44. Moon, Richard, Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Windsor 
45. Murphy Kilbride, Kenise, Professor Emerita and Adjunct Professor, Ryerson University School of Early 

Childhood Studies 
46. Ocheje, Paul D., Professor, University of Windsor Faculty of Law  
47. Phillips, Jim, University of Toronto Faculty of Law and Department of History  
48. Reaume, Denise, Professor, University of Toronto Faculty of Law 
49. Rygiel, Kim, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science and  
50. Selby, Jennifer, Associate Professor, Religious Studies, Memorial University 
51. Showler, Peter, Adjunct Professor, University of Ottawa Faculty of Law 
52. Siemiatycki, Myer, Professor, Ryerson University, Founding Director, MA Program Immigration & 

Settlement Studies, Ryerson University 
53. Trotz, D. Alissa, Associate Professor, University of Toronto 
54. Waldman, Lorne, Part-Time Professor, University of Ottawa Faculty of Law 
55. Walton-Roberts, Margaret Associate Professor, Wilfrid Laurier University, Geography and 

Environmental Studies  
56. White, Emily Kidd, Doctoral Candidate, New York University School of Law 
57. Wood, Amy, Junior Fellow, Centre for International Innovation   
58. Young, Margot, Professor, University of British Columbia Faculty of Law 
59. Zalik, Anna Associate Professor, York University 
60. Zweibel, Ellen B., Professor, University of Ottawa Faculty of Law 
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